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WAR TENSION RELAXED IN ISRAEL

TEL AVIV (WNS) -~ A
period of relaxation a

ared In the Mid le
Zast after the worst
scare amince the 1973
Yom Kippur War,
*The Israell Cabinet
said In an officlal state -
ment that there was a
relaxation of tension but
that there is "'a con-
tinued need for alert-

ness and vigllance to
wiatch Syrian inten-
tiona,"* he Cabinet's

announcement came on
the heels of reportsthat
war had Jbeen imminent
in the Middle Ease, [s-
raelli Premler Yitzhak
Rabin sald that only
"a very limited num-
ber'” of lsraell reserve
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troops had been mobi-
lized.

The sudden escalation
over the weekend deve-
loped out of the conver-
gence of several
developments pointing
to a new outbreak of
hostilities, One factor
was the mounting belli-
gerence of statements
emanating from Arab
capitals insupportof the
rigid, maximalist stand
taken by Yasir Arafarin
his address to the U.N,
General Asgsembly.
Another was the stag-
ing of large-scale mili-
tary exercises by the
Syrian Army on the
northern front, remind-
ing Israelis that it was

LAS VEGAS

just such exercises that
immediately preced-
ed the Yom Kippur War,

Meanwhile, there
were reports from Is-
raell intelligence thatat
least 20 Soviet merchant
ships were unloading
large cargoes of war
equipment at the Syrian
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port of Latakia. The
Syrlans themselves

hinted that they might
oppose renewal of the
mandate of the United
Nations Disengagement
Observation Force
which expires Novem-
ber 30, Premier Yitz-
hak Rabin made it
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FRIDAY, NOV. 22, 1974
clear in a statement.on part and parcel of the

Friday that Israel re- disengagement
gards the UN force as ments, "

agree-
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