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conscience, discharged their foul duties at the
appointed time. The bag of anti-Jewi- sh venom,
centuries in process 'of expanding, burst all
containment. History was obliged to register -
the most monumental act of inhumanity yet to
darken its pages.

And the fire next time? Let all who are not
Jews know for certain that if there are to be new
Auschwitzes, the suffering will go far beyond
Jewish death and the killing of non-Je- ws who
happen to be in the path Qf the juggernaut. Any
new Auschwitz will be universal in nature of
casualty lists; final in its nuclear effectiveness,
leaving no survivors to chronicle its impact,
even in this feeble way, to explain its occurrence.

, By Robert E. Segal
No combination of mind, heart, and soul

seems capable" of providing any completely
acceptable explanadon of the Holocaust despite
all the serious efforts made by conscientious
persons.

Of ; these ' efforts, the one taking the form
of a--

. four --day June, 1974 symposium on
"Auschwitz: Beginning of a New Era," at
the Cathedral Church of St. John the Divine,
New York, is perhaps the most ambitious
and significant. The nightmars of the Hitler
madness is too much to be absorbed; the
possibility of a modified but deadly replay, in.
the Middle East almost too fearsome to mention.

- For many Jews, the pronouncement at St.
John's by a famous survivor of the Sachsen- -.

. hausen Concentration Camp, Professor Emil
.L. Fackenhelm, who teaches, philosophy at the
University of Toronto, will' be taken as the
final word. 'The very attempt to justify the
Holocaust and explain it is obscene," he said.
And then; "A Jew is forbidden to give Hitler
posthumous victory; and to consent to despair
is to give that victory." The moral-religio-us

contradiction can' be resolved only by affirma-
tion that there can be no second Holocaust."

Another dramatic pronouncement attend-
ing : the New York Conference could not be
ignored even by earnest Christians and Jews
who considered it too hard-hittin- g, too abrasive,
too harshly arbitrary. . It came from the
Catholic scholar. Professor Rosemary R.
RuethejjfHowardUniversiKv

was Christian theology which developed the
thesis of the eternal reprobate status of the
Jews in, history and laid the foundation for the
demonic view of the Jews which fanned the
flames of popular hatred." She urged fellow
Christians to devise a modified theology. Ap-

parently, that formula would call for more than
discharge of the Jew from his scapegoat' role
flowing from a 2000-year-o- ld cry of deicide.

Leaving the intriguing and memorable scene
at St. John the Divine for a moment, one is
tempted to suggest, at risk of oversimplifica-
tion, that Hitler's Holocaust moment came when
a confluence of dynamic factors took over. The
Feuhrer's psychic wounds had to find-bal-

his skill in exploiting the channelized wrath
and long-germinat- ing bigotry of his brother
and sister "Aryans" reached its apogee in the
Holocaust; his powers as indefatigable organizerand master propagandist with access to all the
organs; of Communication were in full play; and
an incredulous but disinterested world gave
him little or no interference.

Had there been no World War I and no
Versailles, we might have been spared in
Hitler's time the killing of 6,000,000 (of whom
a million were defenseless babies and small
children). Hal there been no worship in the
cult of Nordic - supremacy, no rapid develop- --

merit of the uses of cinema and controlled mass
media for the sanctification of a fierce nationali-
sm,-the catastrophe might have been averted
or postponed.

The Holocaust erupted. Naxi bureaucrats,
insensitive to the slightest stirrings of
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