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In her yellow pants suit the attractive woman
at the rostrum might have been an actress, But
she was a Christian theologian, publically ad-
mitting that much of the Jew-hatred in the world,
including Nazism, stemmeoed directly from the
New Testament,

I'hat theme was reiterated frequently in a
remarkable conference staged recently on the
premises of one of the mnat majestic edifices
in the world, the Episcopal Cathedral on Am-
sterdam Avenue in New York Ciry.

For four days learmed scholars pondered
how the world could have permitted an Ausch-
witz, They also tackled the problem of how to
avold another,

Prof. Ruether was joined in her confession
of Christian gullt by such learned people as
Prof, Gregory Baum, an Augustinian monk
from Toronto; Prof, John Pawlikowski, of Chica-
go;, Prof, Walter Burghardt, an entinent New
York Jesult; Claire Huchet-Bishop, a writer
who has become the echo in this country of the
late Jules lsaac who convinced Pope John that
the church should cease showing its contempt
for Judalism, and othera,

Jewish savants, such as Rabbi Irving Green-
berg, Rabbl Emil Fackenheim, Elie Weisel,
Rabbi Mare Tannebaum, Rabbi Balfour Brickner
and others, also took part in the unusual series
of seminars,

I'he most astonishing part of the gathering
convoked by the ADL, the American Jewish
Committee, the Union of American Hebrew
Congregations and the Cathedral's officials,
Bishop Paul Moore and Canon William Johnson,
and a cluster of Christian groups, was the
confeasion that Christianity {tself has
engendered xenophobia,

The Christians freely admitted that the New
Testament often indulges in anti-Semitism, that
the Pharisees (who were the gentlest and most
earnest of men) have been unfairly stigmatized,
that Christiang must atone for the bloodshed
they incited and ignored.

The subtitle of the convocation was “‘the
Beginning of a New Era."" If ecumenicacan move
men towards confesaing thelr guilt then a new
epoch of fraternalism may Indeed be discernible

through the long, dark rtunnel of misunder-
standing.

'
Argenting o Jews
by Robert E, Segal
Late in 1972, when General Juan Peron was
hysterically welcomed back to Buenos Aires
after 17 years of exile; the Jewish press through-

out the world carried the welcome news that
Peron had Nashed a message of friendship to
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DOCTORS AT JERUSALEM’S SHAARE ZEDEK
HOSPITAL WORKED AT A “DOUBLE-TIME*
PACE AS THREE SETS OF TWINSWERE BORN
WITHIN THREE AND A HALF HOURS, HOSPI-
TAL OBSTETRICIANS AND ISRAEL MINISTRY
OF HEALTH EXPERTS COULD NOT RECALL
A SIMILAR CASE OF TRIPLE TWIN BIRTHS

IN ONE DAY, LET ALONE IN THE SPACE
OF ONE MORNING,

the Jews of Argentina,

But that was only for starters, Here we are,
1-1/2 years and considerable fermentlater. And
the Jews of Argentina are thrown anew into a
state of apprehension.

Peron {s nearing 80 now; and despite the stir-
ring welcome he received when he returned from
forced residence aborad, including 12 years of
convenient  hospitality from Generalissimo
Franco, his hands on the reins of government
are not as firm as they were when he had Eva
Maria Peron at his side. Much that smoulders
beneath the deceptive calm in Buenos Aires is
bubbling to the surface, And Argentina’s Jews
are in the direct path of the heat.

Consider for a moment the ingredients for a
blow up: Peron's personal secretary, Jose
Lopez Rega, holds the cabinet post of Social
Welfare, A Jew, Jose Ber Gelbard, is impor-
tant also to the aging dictator as his Minister
of Finance. Place this power struggle against
a background of a trek by numerous Naxis to
Argentina after Hitler, Add the rise in im-
portance of the South American nation’s con-
spicuous Arab population, aware of the heighten-
ed power of oil. Remember always the key
role taken by Argentina’s fickle military clique,
largely responsible for hoisting Peron to power
in the first place, central to his downfall in
1955, and pleased to see him again in 1974,
finally, hold in mind that the poor who were
so vigorously championed by the late Eva Peron
are Iin geeper poverty than ever now, and the
rich (including the general-dictator himself)
naturally richer,

A nearly perfect formula for a Larin Ameri-
can explosion|

In February, Senor Peron's Senor Rega,
the Social Welfare minister, returned from
Libya aglow with promises of plenty of Arab
o!l and stepped up Arab trade. To take his
rival, Senor Gelbard, the Jewish Finance
Minister down a few notches, Rega made a
gratuitous public comment about the unwelcome
presence of Jews in the government of Argen-
tina. Rega’s cunning way of putting it was to
say that Argentinas new and great friend, the
Libyans, had a mistaken co on of Argen-
tina's link with Arab nations because of “re-
ligious aspects'’ now inherent inthe government
of the powerful Latin American nation, Para-
phrased, his message was intended to reassure
Arab buddies that the Jew in the Cabinet didn’t
really belong there and probably would soon be
out,

The mischief wrought by Rega was followed
by an ugly scene on a‘“Journalists’ Table" rele-
vision panel program on which one of the ?arti-
cipants asserted that “‘Zionist capitalists’’ can
be blamed for impoverishing a country. Add-
ing that Judaism is ‘‘anti-social and anti-
Christian,”” he helped blow the fuse of
amicable rélations in Argentina.

For Jews with long memories --- some
stretwching back 2000 years --- this scenario
is highly disturbing. Such Jews recall, with

FRIDAY, JULY 5.1974

THLL TiLES

BY JACK TELL

(Continued from Page 1)
ple what is at issue here. Administration offi-
cials have grossly overstated what the sponsors
of our amendment are seeking from the Soviet
Union and have just as grossly understated --
or completely ignored, as the President did
so conspicuously in his recent speech at Anna-
polis -~ what the Soviet Union is seeking from
the United States. .

The sponsors of our amendment have no
illusions about restructuring the Soviet system.

" We are talking about the fundamental right of

people who cannot tolerate or be tolerated by
that system to emigrate to a nation which will
welcom= them, We are calling on the Soviet
government to live up toits international obliga-
tions to uphold this right.

The Soviet Union, for its part, is asking
for most-favored-nation tariff treatment and
economic benefits which involve the transfer of
sophisticared American technology and a
massive infusion of American capital. These
transactions are supported by U,S, government
credits, which are in turn subsidized by the
already hard-pressed Americantaxpayer so that
the Soviets can pay a far lower interest rate
than he must pay for any loan,

We have no obligation, international or
otherwise, to permit the Soviet government to
share in the benefits of our economy, conditions
or no conditions. But we do have, it seems to me,
an obligarion to insist on Soviet consideration
of our humanitarian concerns in return for our
consideration of the Soviet government’s econo-
mic concerns. -

Mr. Nixon did not mention that our govern-
ment has already made available more than
$1 billion in subsidized credits to the Soviet
Union; the most recent deal was a $180 million
loan, at about half the prime interest rate, ap-
proved by the Export-lmport Bank last month.
Nor did Mr. Nixon mention the intensified cam-
paign of repression against emigration appli-
cants and dissident intellectuals with which the
Soviet government has responded to our
generosity.

The effort of the President to sweep these
issues under the rug may help him get the red
carpet treatment in Moscow but it will not en-
dear him to the growing majority of Americans
who understand that a genuine detente must
include progress toward the freer movement of
peoples between East and West, which is also
to Baydl:'t)gresa in the area of human rights.
1 hope President will take a more construc-

tive and humane position in Moscow than he has
taken on the way to Moscow.

NEW YORK -- Publication of a 52-page
Kosher Products Directory, with more than
3,000 products, has been announced by the
Kosher Certification Service of the Union of
Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America,
Copies are available, without.charge, on re-
uest to: Dept. B, Orthodox Union, 116 East
7th Street, New York, N, Y, 10016,

_ PHILADELPHIA -- Jerome J. Shestack,
prominent Philadelphia attorney andcivic leader
was re-elected president of The Jewish Publica-
tion Society of America for a third term.

NEW YORK -- Frank R, Lautenberg of
Montclair, New Jersey, was elected President
of the American Friends of The Hebrew
University, succeeding Henry Sonneborn IIl.

NEW YORK -- The American Jewish Con-
gress announced publication of ‘“Poor Jews: An
American Awakening,”” the first reader of
studies in Jewish poverty. .

the 1960s when Father Julio Jienville was rid-
ing high. It was he who told his extensive
flock that ‘“Jews are the children of the devil,”
This recollection makes for gloom. Andsodoes
one’s recall of the quasi-facist Tacuara in
Buenos Aires, a city in which a half million
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