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agreement, the Red Cross will start the exchange
of Israeli and Syrian POWs with other POWs
being exchanged later,

President Nixon, in announcing the agree-
ment in Waahington, said it “‘paves the way
for a permanent peace settlement in the entire
Middle East area. He said that as a result
of the accord, ‘‘the prospects of reaching
an agreement on a permanent basis are now
better than they have ever been over the past
25 years,”” Nixon praised both Assad and
Israeli Premijer Golda Meir as well as Kiss-
inger, Mrs, Meir said that Israel hopes
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Mrs. Meir in presenting the agreement to
the Knesset, which approved it by a 76 to 36
vote after a stormy session, stressed repeatedly
that it did not prejudice Israel 8 security and
provided fully for the defense of Israeli
settlements on the Golan Heights. She noted
that the new disengagement line is '‘for the
most part'' identical with the line that existed
before the Yom Kippur War except that Israel
is pulling out of the town of Kuneitra,- She
hinted at secret protocols and undertakings
with regard to the problem of terrorist in-
curgions, She disclosed that the U.,S, had
informed  Israel that it regarded raids by
armed groups or individuals across the de-
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to observe the cease-fire; separation of forces
by a United buffer zone manned by United
Nations forces; a thinning out of forces by both
sides in the zones parallel to the buffer zone:
Israel will evacuate the Syrian territory cap-
tured in the Yom Kippur War; there will
be a Syrian civilian administration inside the
buffer zone which includes Kuneitra; POWs
will be exchanged; the bodies of the dead
will be retwurned and civilian residents of
the evacuarted Syrian territory will be allowed
to return. Mt Hermowm position taken by Israel
in the Yom Kippur War will be under UN
control. While Mrs, Meir was outlining the

““that this is the beginning of a real peace,”
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marcation line to be contrary to the cease
fire and that Israel in its self-defense could
act to prevent such raids,
to closely question Kissinger on this point.

The main points of the agreement outlined
a mutual commitment
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program to the Knesset fighting continued on
the northern front as Syria shelled Israeli
positions, 2y

Likud leader Meachem Beigin accused the
government of retrearing from irs stands against
pullbacks and from its demand that a solution

to the problem of Syrian Jewry would be worked
out in the disengagement agreemsent,

Congressis expected
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