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iCZH was described as anti-Isra- el
A J Congress.

gogue, the Rabbinical
Council of America, the
Union of Orthodox Jew-
ish Congregations of
America, the Central
Conference of American .

Rabbis, and the Union
of A merican Hebrew
Congregations. .

ground of Middle East-
ern discussions taking
place in Geneva, ar-
rangements for the ad-

ministration of the Holy
Places, including such
measures as extrater-
ritoriality which the
government of Israel
has indicated a willing-ness to consider are
proper subjects for a
consultation by repre-
sentatives of Christian,
Muslim and Jewish faith
communities, " Rabbi
Blank said.

The constituent agen-
cies of the Synagogue
Council of America are
the Rabbinical Assem-
bly, the United Syna- -i
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cil of America is the
coordinating agency for
the national rabbinical
and lay synagogal or-

ganizations of Conser-
vative, Orthodox and
Reform Judaism in the
United States.

Rabbi Blank was
sharply critical of a
resolution adopted by
the Islamic countries
calling for Arab sover-
eignty over Jerusalem.
He said that the resolu-
tion "is a distressingreminder that religioncan be a cause of

and conflict
rather than an agency
of conciliation and
peace."

Citing the religious
attachments to Jerusa-
lem of Christians, Mus-
lims and Jews. Rabbi
Blank said that this
"should make not for
conflict and bitterness
but for a mutuality of
concern." "The millen-
nial Jewish attachment
to the City of David,
and the deep historic
memories it evokes for
Jews throughout the
world, only engendersfor us respectful appre-
ciation of the associa-
tions of Muslims and
Christians with the Holy
City," Rabbi Blank
stated.

Blank said in his cable
to the Muslim confer-
ence that for the religi-ous communities,, "the
only real issue raised
by the universal dimen-
sions of Jerusalem is
not the political dispo-
sition of the city but
the safety of the HolyPlaces and their unfet-
tered accessibility." He
said that "these condi-
tions have in fact existed- for the first time in
nearly two thousand
years - only since 1967
under Israeli adminis-
tration."
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the capricious turns of
history we have sur-
vived and through the
strength of our faith we
have kept our Jewish
heritage intact. Perhaps
we survived because,
scattered throughout the
universe as we were,
all of us nevertheless
declared outselves our
brother's keepers,cared for each other,
helped the needy and the
persecuted, and brought
many of them to safety.For sixty years the
Joint Distribution Com- -
mittee has served as the
philanthropic arm of the
American Jewish com-
munity, bringing food to-th- e

hungry overseas,
healing the sick, educa- -
ting tne children and
helping them to live as
Jews. This year, as in
past years, the JDC has
shipped hundreds of tons
of Passover suppliesand over 10,000 matzo
parcels to JewsinEast- -
"ern. and Western Europe
and North Africa to en-
able them to conduct Se-dari- m.

JDC will con-
tinue to help them, es-

pecially those trapped in
unfriendly countries,
until they too can finallyrealize their dream of
freedom.

As we on this side of
safety and affluence sit
down to our ownSedarim
uppermost in our
thoughts will be our fel-
low Jews . reciting the
same story in hushed :

tones behind closed
doors and shuttered
windows. And they, as
they relate the story of
Passover, will think of
us who have helpedthem, not only with
m atzot but also with love
and hope. We greet them
on the eve of Passover
and join them in pray-
ing for the liberation of
all oppressed Jews
everywhere.
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