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Now that the -state of New York, under
vigorous prodding by Governor Rockefeller
has put into operation its new anti-drug law,
we seem to have opened a new chaptef on the
drug scene,

Apparently the harshest of all drug laws
yet enacred, the New York measure provides
mandarory life sentence for sellers of narzoric
drugs. Millions who favor the law, including
friends and relatives of innocent bystanders
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assaulted or even killed by addicts, heap en-
thusiastic praise on Mr, Rockefeller. A smaller
group. but pernaps just as vocal, cry our that
society's real need anent the drug problem, is
to rehabilitate drug addicts, notr jail them for
life or even years.

The current drug scene runs 2 long gamut
of drama, When we talk of the problem today,
we no longer concenirate on the flower childrzn
of Haight-Ashbury., This doesn't mean that
young [,)eup]e have all kicked the habit. Pills
arz still popped, and marijuana and hashish
continue in vogue on many campusss; bur in
the 1970s. preoccupation” with drugs is not
nearly as marked as it was in the 1960s,

One widely-publicized figura of days nol

long gone--Abbi Hoifman-- has been in the
Tombs rzacently. unable to posi large bail after
his indicrment or chavges pheelling cocatne 1c

police under:over men. And oldtimers in
poughkeepsie now recall that G, Gordon Liddy,
convicred pacaserrer of the Warergate burglars,
liked to sniff out drug users when he was
assistant districr atrorney in the Vassar arza,

But these are side issues, Two naw
considerarions stand out: (1 ) Prasident Nixon
is authority for the ra2cent statemeur rhar the
nation has turned the corner on drug addicrion:
( 2 ) Armed with the power ro appoint up to
100 new judges to mak= the New York anri-
drug law effective, Governor Rockefeller may
either prove to the country that harsh, harsher,
and harshest sentences are the answer or else
play into the hands of those who continue o
argue that education, treavmem for addiztion,
and reshabilitation must not be abandoned in
favor or such a stern crackdown.

When he declarzd tha! the federal govern-
meni has turned the corner in its war on
drugs, President Nixon poinredly included ed-
ucation on rhe dangers of drug use;

The law Governor Rockefeller asked for
and got provides for one to 15 years imprison-
meni for the sals of marijuana, A person
convicted of selling LSD may end up in prison
for life; anyone convicted of the unlawful sale
of narzotics to boys or girls under 2] can haves
a_25-y=ar senience imposed on him. Some who
know the drug picture most intimately contend
thar the New York law is cruel and vengeful.
Charles Kenyetta, wha served as bodyguard
for Maicolm X, offers a sharper appraisal;
unless the New York bill is repealad or at

least modifiad. the measure will, he says,
become New York's No. 1 cop killer, He
adda: ‘“When the police clamp down with an

arrest that could lead to a life sentence, the
dealer with monay is going to hold couri right
thers in the street, If he runs up on a cop who
will not take graft, he's probably found one
who will take lead instead,

So it is that the drug problem--scarzcly
visible in America before World War 11 but
a marter of unending concern ro thousands of
parents of college students in the late 1960s-
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on a win-or-bust course in New
And the whole nation is watching. We
to see whether Governor Rockefeller
will triumph in his gamble. and we warch with
hope strong in our hearts rhar midnighr raids
by over-cager narcorics agenis on people inno-
cently living next door to suspects will cease,
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