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Delawarne

by RABBI SAMUEL SILVER

| An underwear manufacturer, ILouis Topkis
was the No. | Jew in the small State of

Delaware, one of those men who used his wealth
and talents to serve the Jewish cause, Decades
ago he was a friend of Chaim Weizmann and a
typical parnass, who spoke for.the Jewish
people, even exerting influence on the DuPont
family,

Delaware is a small state, but it has other
Jewish claims to fame in addition to the splen-
did record of the Topkis family.

For example, who do you think is rhe chief
justice of that state’s Supreme Couri? A Jew
who enjoys his Jewishness: Daniel Hermann.
And in Delaware the brilliant Irving Shapiro
is a DuPont vice-chairman. And recently there
died in Wilmington I. B. Finkelsrein, a man for
all seasons, who doubled as one of the leaders
of the Jewish community and one of the most
distinguished of civic leaders, a former pres-
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NEW YORX (WNS) --
mavor John V., Lindsay
has ordered a full
investigation into the
firebombing of the 75
year-old Chevra Bach-
urim B'mei Ahavas Ach-
im Ssynagogue on the
Lower East Side.

Rabbi Nison Alpert,
spiritual leader of the
synagogue, reported
that the sanctuary has
been
and estimared damage
at more than $100,000.

This was the 16th
incident of arson or
major vanda'ism invol-
ving a Jewish house of
worship on the Lower
East Side during the

totally destroyed’

last two years. accord-
ing to the Metropolitan
New York Coordinating
Council on Jewish Pov-
erty and the Uaired
Jewish Council of the
East Side. Jerome M.
Becker, president of
the coordinating council
said his sta“f launched
a private investigation
and preliminary find-
ings “would seem 1o
point in rhe direction
of a systemalic plotl to
obliterate the last
vestiges of (Jewish)
communal life from rhe
Lower East Side."
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