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Trath ot Ol

by ROBERT E

yome who lollow the vagariea attending the
Middle East shifts of fortunes are upset by the
glee with which the Federation of Arab Petro-
leum Workers halled Standard O1l of Californ-
fa's recent propaganda letter calling for a shift

towards the shelkdoms in U S, Middle East
policy. (Others are exasperated by the Standard
letter ltsell and not oo convinced by the west

coaat company' 8 belared effortto give assurance
that 1t really didn't mean to heave abrick at 1s-
ragl,

L ifting eyes to wider horizons, the sympa-
thetic television reactlon King Falsal of Saudl
Arabia drawa from otherwise pretty well-in-
formed Americans in his new assaults against
Zioniam provides more cause for worry, Fa-
i#al's move rowurda a new alignment with Pre-
sldent Apawar Sadat of Egypt carries a thous-
and times the clout of Libya's Colonel Muamm-
ar el-Qaddafi’s flirtations with Cairo. Qadd-
afi offers primarily bombast and boastfulness
and a hungry desire to take Nasser's place in
the affections of the Egyptians; but Faisal, as
oll rich as 4 modern despot can be, brings to
the bargaining table not only barrels and barrels
of lubricant but also the porential for delivery of
Phantoms and other military hardware to Sadar,

In all of these considerarions, Americans who
desire to translate thelr anxiety into something
constructive cantake comfortfrom the following:

I, The United States I8 not apt to change its
traditional and firmly-established policy of
working to maintain a balance of deterrent force
in the Middle East and to stand back of an on-
going assurance not to let larael be ground to
pleces by oll bargains, Arab mergers, oll com-
pany propaganda, the dedicared opposition of
Mascow, or any combination of these and other
factors, John A Scall, representing the U.S at
the UN, has pointedly in recent days refreshed
the memory of the forgetful by stating without
equivocation the U5, policy toward Israel rem-
ains today what it has been through the years
of larael’s emergence and progress,

2, The most authoritative figure serious
students of the oll problem can find today is
that of 10% of U.S, oll and gas imports actually
coming from the Middle East, he oll wealth
of Canada and Venezuela 18 by no means ex-
hausted. And there is every reason to believe
that the US, will find ofl available in shale de-
posits, in oceanic beds, In Alaska, or In other
reglons now under constant probe,

3, Those foes of Israel who have tried to
picture the “Energy Crisis’" as a spreading
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Conservative Jews Vote to Allow Women in Minyan|

(Continued from Page 1)

the “changing role of women
in society now makes it ad-
visable, in view of the major-
ity of our committee, to
afford equality to women.”
The ruling, he explained,
is not obligatory or binding
n Conservative rabbis
throughout the country. He
said the rabbi of a congrega-
on was the “mara d'atra”
-the final authority—on
1tters relating' to Jewis!
v, inzuding the minyan.
A Talmudic tractate rec-
o-ds that “every act of sanc-

and sages on Biblical texts.
According to 2,000-year-
old tradition, observed by the
Orthodox, women are sep-
arated from men in religious
worship. A woman may not
be counted in the minyan, is
not accepted as a witness in
Jewish court and mav notbe
granted a divorce without
her husband’s permission.
Rabbi Siegel said that the
ruling followed animated de-
bate over a period “of several
vears.” He sald rabbis and
women representing the femi-
nist movement with Conserv-
ative Judaism had partici-

tification requires no less pated in various discussions.
than ten,” he noted. and the Rabbi Siegel and Rabbi
tractate did not specify Wolfe Kelman, executive
males vice t of the Rabbin-

However, he added, the ical bly, predicted that

Code of Jewish Law. codifird
in the [6th century by Rabhi
Joseph Karo, interpreted the
Talmudic text as applving ta
10 males or maore

The Talmud is a repository
of views of Jewish scholars

the liberalized ruling would
be followed by most Conserv-
ative rabbis. Rabbi Kelman
said that before the ruling
“less than 10 per cent of
Conservative synagogues
were asking women to be

members of a minyan.”

Rabbi Kelman said that his
rabbinical body would con-
duct “an exhaustive study in
the immediate future” to de-
termine how many Conserva-
tive congregations would fol-
low the ruling.

In this city, Rabbi Kelman
said that abhout six Conserva-
tive synagocues, headed bv
the Park Avenue svnagogue.
have been countint women in
a2 minvan. In 1955. Conserva-
tive Judaism's religious lay,
-nmmittee riled that woren
rould be summoned by rab-
tis for a reading from the
Torah, Rabbi Kelman said that
500 Conservative synagogues
were now following this prac-
tice.

The Park Avenue svna-
raTue hetan permitting wo-
~en to bhe counted in a min-
van and alto 1n be summoned

the altar fer Toralh read-
ings a year and a half ago.

Commenting on Conserva-
rive Judaism’s niling, Rabbi

Israe! Klavan, executive vice
president of e Rabbinical
Council of America, the lead-
ing Orthodox hody, said that
“Orthodoxy holds that the
richness of Judaism's heri-
tage, its tradition, forecloses
such drastic changes in reli-
givus practice.”

Reform Judaism makes no
distinction between men and
women and even has ordained
women as rabbis. The Ortho-
dox adhere to a strict ob-
servance of religious laws.
Conservative Judaism has
tempered its observance of
these laws with a tradition
of rabbinical reinterpretation
and, like Reform, conducts
confirmation services for girls
who reach the age of 13, the
age at which Judaism con-
sider adulthood to have been
reached.

Reform Judaism, a radical
departure from both Con-
servative and Orthodoxy,
stresses the need for adjust-
ment to contemporary needs.

MINVAN VOTEIRKS|

ORTHODOX RABBIS

Canservative Action Called
‘Move of Desperation'

By IRVING SPIEGEL

A major group of Onhodox|
rabbis asserted yesterday that|
there was “no justification for|
the continued existence of the
Conservative movement at it
assailed the Conservative dec-
sion to allow women to be
counted in a minyan.

Rabbi Louis Bernstein, presi-
dent of the Rabbinical Council,
sald in a statement that the
Conservative body, the Rabbin-
ical Assembly, “"has now poted
to completely follow the Re-
form movement.” Traditionally
only men had been accepted in
the minyan, the minimum num-

ber of adults required for com-
munal worship.

Rabbi Bernstein contended
that the “latest Conservative

act is a move of desperation to
attract new worshippers.”

Referring to Conservative
rabbis, he said: “Those whose

————

breach of Halacha [Jewish re-
ligious law] is final will find a
ready welcome in the Reform
movement. Those who retain a
loyalty to the Torah and its
sanctity are invited to rejoin
the Orthodox community and
| work for the elevation of the
| quality of Jewish religious life
without resorting to ‘gimmicks’
| or courting the favor of those
' whose loyalty to Judaism is at
best peripheral.”

Conservative spiritual lead-
|ers, headed by Rabbi Judah
Nadich, president of the Rab-
binical Assembly, Rabbi Sey-
mour Siegel, professor of the-
ology at the Jewish Theological
Semunary of America, and
Rabbi Wolfe Keiman, executive
vice president of the assembly,
had made known the radical
break with rabbinical tradition
on Monday.

Not an Obligatory Ruling

The ruling is not obligatory
or binding on Conservative
rabbis, but Rabbi Kelman pre-
dicted that most would follow
the liberalized rules. The rabbi
of the con tion remains the
sole authority on matters relat-
ing to Jewish religious law,
including the minyan.

Orthodoxy demands a strict
observance of Jewish laws,
governing daily religious and
ethical conduct. Conservative
Judaism, while adhering to re-

pretation in accordance with
presept-day sitautions. Reform
JudaiSm stresses ethical prin-
ciples and the need to keep
abreast of the changes of every-
day cxperience.

In another criticism of the
‘Conservative ruling, the presi-
dent of the Union of Orthodox

Congregations of America, said|
that “the action is to be re-

authentic Judaism, its laws and
tradition.” )

Rabbi David Hollander, presi-
dent of the Rabbinical Alliance
of America, an Orthodox group.
charged that the Conservative
'rabbis “did not offer a Helachic
basis for their decision,” adding
that “it was simply arrived at
by a majority move . . . Jewish
law is not based on voting. but

pudiated by all who are loyal to| 55 authority.”

(Continued from Page i)

booker arrraction is growing older and their act
appeals to all _.ige levels.

The voices are changing, especially Donny's,
but it was unanimously agreed by a mostappre-
ciative audience, the boys have put together their
best sound to date.

But don't get me wrong., Teenage girls, sit-
ting ringside were still goggle-eyed when Donny
sang ““Puppy Love'' and ‘*Sweer and Innocent."”
He still holds hands from the stage and passes

IExitms laws, allows for reinter-
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Tam deaply interested in the welfare and growth of
Community

(

plague, with {ts roots in the oil politics of the
Middle East, are gradually going through anun-
ravelling process, That there is an energy sh-
ortage is as obvious as the hottest day of
summer. But that Israel's headachesover Arab
intransigence have churned up an “‘energy
crisis,’’ world wide and ominous, is ridiculous,
So far-fetched, in fact, that even the Wall Street
Journal has warned the world to take its eyes
off the figleaf (Israel) in a search for somebody
or some nation to blame for the energy diff-
iculties, The Arabs, the Journal point out,
are mo~e in need of American rechnology and
expertise than America is in need of Arab oil,

The American Israel Public Affairs Comm-
ittee has convinced many that it is not a crisis
the oil-hungry world faces, but one more sol-
vable problem, Says that body: ‘The answer
to our energy problems will not be found in
Arab-lsrael politics. A solution requires joint
economic planning with other ofl-importing st-
ates, Increased utilization of our own resources,
energy conservation, and rapid research for the
development of alternative sources of energy.
These measures are imperative if we are to
resist and combar political and economic black-
mail."’

4. A final bit of comfort: Arnold Toynbee,
constantly gleeful when Israel seems threaten-
ed, has recently hinted that the U,S, ---in oil
desperation---may try to selze some Arab st-
ates, From such a nightmare, we may all con-
sider ourselves quickly delivered, Tregistering
ptill .one more wrong. hunch

for Mr.. Toynbee. - oysiution of the amazing Osmonds, ..

out his famed velver hats to the lucky ones, who
go ape. Burt the group as awhole has broken the
bubble gum barrier and now holds grown-ups in
captive professional admirartion.

Not since the Beartles has a group accom-
plished what the Osmonds have, Remember the
Beattles started with ““I Want to Hold Your
Hand"' and the little flappers went bananas. Then
they grew to capture hippier college students and
finally adults, The Osmonds have by passed the
hippie cult and commenced building fans among
adults that will carry them for years to come.

The brothers brought back their ‘Fiddler on
the Roof'’ medley, always contageous, and for
nostalgia buffs a smash medley of some of the
hits of the rocking 50's. At this point, little
10 year old Jimmy Osmond, who many swear
has got to be a midget, wows them with “Blue
Suede Shoes,'"' “Evil,"’and “Hound Dog.”" This
kid packs a lifetime of professionalism into his
s8ix year stage career,

Beautiful 13-year-old Maria Osmond, the
only sister in the family gets a solo slot this
time around. She comes across with loud,
clear voice in renditions of ‘4Paper Roses,"
and ““Maybe this Time."'

Brother Merrill was teased about his recent
marriage to Mary Carson Osmond, a 22 year
old school teacher from Provo, Utah. The boys
confided they were lucky to keep Merrill on
stage since he had become a husband only three
days prior to their Sept, 20 opening at Caesars.

Now the Osmonds have arrived on a new
threshold, as super star performers toall ages,
with this latest milestone, we look forward to
a long career of exciting entertainment in the

pla's




