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CUBA BREAKS WITH ISREAL

TEL AVIV (WNS) -- Israelis expressed
surprise and regret over the sudden break-
ing off of diplomatic relations by Cuba,

Premier Fidel Castro announced the br-
eak Sept. 9 at the conference of non-aligned
nations in Algiers but there was no official
confirmation from Havana until the followi
morning.

The long record of cordial relations be-
tween Cuba and Israel unbroken by the Six-
Day War, added to the surprise,

Gabriel - Doron, the former lIsraeli Mini-
ster to Cuba who was based in Havana in 19-
68-70, recalled the independent attitude dem-
onstrated by Castro when he was pressured to
break with Israel after the Six-Day War, He
refused to break relations with any country
that did nor directly hurt Cuba's interests and
rejected the idea of doing so because others
urged him to, Doron said,

Israel recalled that Castra cancelled a vi-
sit to Algeria in 1963 after he was chided by
the then Algerian Premier Ahmed Ben Bella
for having declared threc days of mourning
at the death of Israel’'s President ltzhak Ben
Zvi, Ben Bella declared at the time that ““Who-
ever respects a dead Israeli in that way has
no right to come to an Arab land.”

It was also recalled here that Israel sent
plasma and other medical supplies to Cuba
and was hailed for irs humanitarian act. An
Israeli sports delegation arrived in liavana
Sept. 9 to participate in a weightlifting con-
test. The delegation was received with ut-
most cordiality, according re a telephone re-
port from llavana. Casiru's move was gbvi-
ously a surrender to Arab pressure in Algiers,
Israetis said. Doron added, however. 11u the
break was not expected to alter Cuba's fricid-
ly attitude toward its small Jewish community.

Doron noted that less than 1000 Jews remain
in Cuba our of some 14,000 who lived there
before the Castro regime® came to power in
1960. Burt, he said, they "are strongly organ-

ized, There are five synagogues to serve
them. Iie recalled that Castro was personally
friendly with the Jewish community. Ilis
government always paid the expenses of a

rabbi on the high holidays.
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30,-40.000 SOVIET JEWS will
ARRIVE IN ISRAEL IN ONE YEAR

WASHINGTON (WNS)
-~ Israeli Finance Min-
ister Pinhas Sapir told
some 700 American and
Canadian Jewishcomm-
unity leaders that he has
““an unofficial promise"’
that 30-40,000 Jews will
arrive in Israel from
the Soviet Union in a
year and that he expects
18,000 families ‘“from
everywhere' to immi-
grate in 1974,

He said their reser-
tlement will cost $600
million,

Sapir said that Isra-
el’s first budger item
is still defense whijch
amounts to 17 percent
of the gross national
product, twice as much
proportionally as the L,
5. lle revealed thar Is-
rael is in the process
of establishing an ar-
omic power plant to pro-
duce electric power and
is intensifying its se-
arch for oil.

Sapir spoke at an ls-
rael Bond Organization
dinner climaxing the gr-
oup's fall leadership
conference at which he
was honored for his 10

years as Minister of
Finance and 18 years
in the Israeli Cabinet,

Israeli Premier Go-
lda Meir telephoned her
congratulations to Sapir

US PHANTOMS,

SKYHAWKS T0 ISREAL

WASHINGCTON (WNS)
-- lsrael and the U.S,
are expected to sign an
agreement this month
under which Israel will
receive 48 F-4 Phantom
jets and 36 A-4 Sky-
nawks at the rate of one
plane of each category
per month,

The cost to Israel will
be about $122 Million.
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and Sam Rothberg of
Peoria, Ill., the Bonds
organization's general
chairman, called him */
the chief architect of
Israel's economic pro-
gress'' and the ‘“father
of Israel Bonds."
Rothberg announced
that more bonds were
sold during the past ei-
ght months in the U.S,
than in any other sim-
ilar year. Since 1951,
the Bond organization
has provided $2.4 bill-
ion for Israel's econ-
omic development,
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ISREAL TO CHARGE TERRORIST PLOT

JERUSALEM (WNS)
--_Israel will bring the
aBorted terrorist plotto
shoot down an El Al
plane near the Rome
airport before the In-
ternational Civil Avia-
tion Organization's
general assem bly curr-
ently meetingin Rome,

Sources here said the
plot to destroy an Israe-
i airliner with Sovier-
made ground-to air-mi-
ssile demonstrated cle-
arly who endangers civ-
il aviation and who sho-
uld be condemned.

The ICAO condemned
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Israel by an 87-1 vote
for its interception of
a Lebanese airliner,

Italian police arr-
ested five Arabs in Os-
tia and Rome after they
found two Soviet-made
SA-7 tvpe missiles st-
ored by the terrorists
in a house in Ostia on
the TItalian coast less
than 10 miles from Fi-
umicino Airpnrt in Ro-
me,

The terrorists had pl-
anned to shoot down an
Israeli airliner at a he-
ight of 300 feet as the
plane prepared to land,
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