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UN'S WA1DHIIM ON PEACE MISSION
JERUSALEM (WNS)
Official sources here

have welcomed the ann-ounce-

by United
Nations Secretary Gen-
eral Kurt Waldheimthat
he will visit the Middle
East. to. try to end the
Arab-Isra- eli deadlock.

Waldheim said he was
going to the region atthe initial invitation of
the Egyptian governm-
ent and that the Israeli
and Jordanian govern-
ments had agreed to re-
ceive him. He said he
would also visit Leban-
on, Syria and other co

untries in the region if
their governments ag-
reed.

Israeli officials said
they approved of Wald-heim- 's

statement that
his visit was "to make
an assessment of the
situation and have face-to-fa- ce

talks with. the
various leaders." The
Secretary General ap-

parently shares Israel's
view that further deb-
ates by the Security Co-

uncil will be futile, lie
has said that quiet dip-
lomacy might be needed
to achieve peace in the
region. s

Waldheim's visit, the
first to the Middle Last

'
by a UN Secretary Gen- -,

eral since U Thant vi

sited the region in May,
1967, was also favorably
greeted in Amman and
Cairo. Cairo meanwhile
has been seeking inter-
national support for its
position. Foreign Min-
ister Mohammed

in Yugosl-
avia and Austria and Pr-
esident Sadat's personal
emmissary, Hafez Is-

mail, spent three days
in Moscow. Meanwhile
King Hussein of Jordan
visited Britain and is
scheduled to come to the
US. I le is believed pres-
sing for Western and
particularly US support
to persuade Israel to
make concessions that
would allow Jordan to
sign a peace treaty.

CAN'T COMPARE JEWS, F A L E S 1 1 N I A N S

JERUSALEM (WNS)
Premier Golda Meir

told the Knesset that
comparing the situation
of the Jewish people and
that of the Palestinian
Arabs was a "complete
distortion".

She said Jews around
the world live outside

their homeland since Is-

rael is the only country"where the people of"
Israel can live in Jew-
ish independence."

Mrs. Meir also said
Israel would never ne-

gotiate with the Arab
terrorist organizations.
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CONVERSIONS UP IN ISRAEL
JERUSALEM (WNS)
Religious Affairs M-

inister Dr. Zerach War-haft- ig

has promised the
Knesset that his Min-
istry would set up a na-

tional rabbinical court
this year to handle con- -
versions to Judaism.

Or. Warhaftig said
conversions this year

were about one third
higher than last year,
mainly due to the influx
of Soviet immigrants,

He also reported that
the Ministry arranged-circumcision-

for 1,000
children and adults who
came from countries
where the brit mila
could not be performed.
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