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Happy Bonthday Tonact

For the hundreds of thousands who will
march and participate In celebrating Israel's
25th anniversary, the event will be more than
just a happy birthday.

It will signify thar the Jewiah State, a mere
45 years young, has come of age -- diplomari-
cally, politically, economically and militarily.
It will signify that Jews throughout the world
consider a “"miracle’’, a miracle which has be-
come the reality of three million Jews,

AA Israel mowves into ita second quarter
century there remains the hope it will be able
to achleve a lasting peace with its neighbors
and soclal equality and justice at home, As
Fremier Melr stated, Israel hopes '‘to create

4 soclety where every soclal gap, subjective
and objective, has been closed and where all
individuals enjoy equal opportunities in educa-
tion and in conditions of living."

And now that a homeland has been perman-
ently established Jewish unity must be inten-
sified, not only among the Israelis themselves,
no  matter what national

origin, but among
the laraells and Jews throughout the world.
The emergence of Israel must also be

seen as an important aspect of United states
forelgn policy. it 18 the United States' chief
ally In the Middle East and the only country
in that region following through Americanideals
of demaocracy,

I'he task now I8 not merely to celebrate

what has been or 18, bur to close ranks in de-
fense of the Jewish homeland.

Health Care

BY ROBERT E, SEGAL

““It’s bad legislation,'” the President said, as
he vetoed the federal vocarional rehabilitation

bill a few weeks ago, ‘““Bad legislation bearing

an alluring label.”" And thus, declared Con-
gressman John Brademas, the President slam-
mad the door In the face of disabled Americans,

F'hose who defled Mr. Nixon's action in say-
ing no to the $2.6 billlon appropriation designed
to help the crippled, the blind, the otherwise
disabled find thelr laborlous way back to a de-
gree of self-sufficiency, insist that the Congress
is Irresponsible, a collection of do-gooders
riding fast and hard towards a national tax In-
crease, Mr, Nixon, they maintain, {s quite right
when he says the degree of apending must be held
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to the level he has imposed,

Strange how silent they are when the question
of increased military spending in the absence of
war is raised, how sympathetically they nod their
heads in agreement when Defense Secretary
Richardson insists that the arena of nuclear
missiles and big bombers has executive privi-
lege protecting it from any economy axe,

S0 now the stage is set for the next, similar
struggle berween Congress and the Chief Execu-
tive on the moaumental issue of health legisla-
tion. Nor all Americans are affected by the
plight of the handicapped, but where is the family
truly unconcerned about health protection, health
costs, and this nation's shameful lag in health
care for all?

Not long ago, the public was presented with
the outline of a ‘““Patient’s Bill of Rights."' At
first glance, the document appeared to do credit
to the American Hospital Associarion, the group
constructing the new pronouncement. Sophis-
ticated srudents of health economics and ethics
soon tore the Bill to ribbons, But the very fact
that a sector of the medical establishment felt
obliged, defensively, to sire the document in-
forms us that when we continue to press for
health protection for all under vigilant govern-
ment auspices, we are headed in he rightdirec-
fion.

I'he American Hospital Association itself is
authority for the estimate of $105.30 as the aver-
age day’s cost ina hospital now. Health expendi-
tures are up 40% in the past four years. The
crisis in fear of seeing all one's savings swept
away when serious illness strikes now consti-
tutes a national calamity.

The poor, the improvident, and the frugal all
spin hopelessly in the vortex of medica costs,

And how Is our grear indusrial nation re-
sponding?

If the administration has its way, 12 health and
medical programs will be budgeted out of exis-
tence June 30. Caspar W, Weinberger, the new
Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare, has
acknowledged to alarmed Senators that the gov-
ernment intends to kill federal supportforcom-
munity mental health centers, hospital construc-
tion, and certain regional medical programs de-
degigned to spread fruits of research to patients
longing for restoration of health. Medical
schools and medical research seem certain to
receive serious setbacks if the President has his
way,

Who will pay the piper of this new regres-
sive tune? The elderly, including the elderly
poor and all who have adhered tothe work ethic,
will be saddled with a bill of a billion dollars,
For those on Medicare there will be a higher
cost for hospitalization between the first and
61st days of confinement. Today, Medicare ben-
eficiaries pay $60 of the docror's services: to-
morrow they may be asked to pay $85. (Noth-
ing left over for that 99-cent-a-pound hambur-
gerl)

Over against this nightmare of rerreat, a
number of federal lawmakers demand acceptance
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tribulations, heartaches, tears and happiness, we
proclaim loud and clear for all the world to
know that neither Bea, nor this retrobate. have
ever, for an instant, lost enthusiasm for each
other,

It wasn't all peaches and cream. far fromit,
Quite often the bed of roses was strewn with
rocks and snags. Bur, all inall, there remained
constant an air of expectancy, that somathing
good was about to happen, and always there was
the perennial hope. We never lost faith.

There was the time the doctor came our of
Bea's hospital room with tears in his eyes to
sadly inform us she was about todie. He was no
ordinary medic, He was world reknown. He had
discovered the disease that had afflicted Presi-
dent Eisenhower, We rcfused to believe what
he was telling us. We praised his greamness.
We encouraged him to go back into her room, do
something, anything that might save her, He
wznt in, We stayed outside and prayed. Whai-
ever it was that was not supposed to be happen-
ing, stopped. From that moment on she began to
improve and subsequently, came back to her
family loud and clear, maostly loud.

Our ihree boys, who came, grew up and ma-
tured in the same surroundings are as far apart
in some respects as rhey are alike in others,
Don, he eldest, serious, studious, methodical,
Jay. our middle son, all business, a brain, de-
termined. Miks, the youngest, a dreamer,
credative and charminz. All are ambitious and
they fight like cats and dogs, will drop every-
thing at the slightest_provocation to help each
other. Each is bubbling with ambition, deter-
mined to make it on his own,

We ave blessed with three granddaughters,
two from Don’s wife, the beautiful Rita, and one
from Jay’s bride, the adorable Alice. The three
imps are as far apart in temperament and dis-
position as our three sons. _All are gorgeous,
all are beautiful and each is as smarras a whip.
Bonnie knows the answer toeverything. Michele
could not care less, and Robin doesn't let you
get away with anything.

All in all, the Jack Tells had a good and
productive life, May the years remaining be as
satisfying as those gone by.

We are grareful.

NEW YORK -- More than 4.700,000 1bs. of
United States-donated Food for Peace Supplies
were distributed by the Joint Distribution Com-
mittee during 1972, it was reporied this week by

Samuel L, Haber, JDC Executive Vize-Chair-
man.”
NEW YORK -- The American Jewish Con-

gress has distributed a calendar of international
conferences in the Sovier Union from mid-May
through October to reach those Americans who
would be aided by the Congress’ “Briefing Kit
for Travelers to the U,S,S.R.,"" sub-titled *‘ How
to Find and Meet Russian Jews,"

WASHING TON -~ Teenage students will com-
bine six weeks of travel in Europe and Israel
with studies in humanities and Jewish culture
this summer in a program sponsored by the
B'nai B'rith Youth Organization and the For-
eign Study League,

of the principal that health care is the right of
every American, These lawmakers are fighting
for a program under which far less of the cost of
medical protection would come out of the working
maun's paycheck. Theydemand the establishment
of a system of compulsory national health insur-
ance covering all Americans with a standard,
comprehensive set of basic health insurance
benefits, supplemented by protection against
devastatin health costs,

This great industrial nation is actually a
backward nation in its approach to health care.
Our citizenry spends more money per capita on
that need than do the people of any other nation,
But we are being demoralized, short-changed,

and let down by your own government in the pro-
cess, :




