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which greatnesd demands," Mrs. Meir respon
ded. "This is particularly true of .America,
which sees its obligation to keep the peace by
helping freedom-lovin- g countries to protect,themselves against aggression.

"As far as the Mideast is concerned, we
would welcome the United states' role in gettingthe parties together at a negotiating table. I be-
lieve the U. S. wants to play this role. We want
direct negotiations, but we're prepared to beginwith indirect ones, providing they are serious."

She said there are no tricks or magic formu-
las to bring about peace. "It depends upon the
Arab leaders. We're prepared to step on the
path that leads to peace when they make up their
minds that nothing can be solved by war."

In reply to a question, Mrs. Meir said she
hopes for a detente between the U. S. and the
Soviet Union because that would indeed lessen
the tension in the Mideast.

Speaking on a more personal note, Mrs. Meir
said that it's not easy to be a Prime Minister,
but that it's easier to be one of a country whose
people are a source of strength and inspirationto those who lead it.

"Their' spirit, their determination, and their
strength give me that spirit, that determination
and that strength which is needed to take a stand
or to carry out a policy," she said. "I believe
that President Nixon also gathers strength from
the people and from their readiness to make the
sacrifices that Americans have made for peaceand freedom. No leader can" act effectively with-
out feeling that special sense of support from the
people."

Mrs. Meir emphasized that Israel truly
appreciates the support, sympathy and under-
standing which the American people have given
unfailingly and unstintingly--ove- r the past 25
years.

"Your country has givenus mtre than ma-
terial support; it has demonstrated geTrotsen-derstanding- ,"

she said. "And President Nixon,
with whom I work very well, has built and stren-
gthened that support and understanding of
which serve as a powerful link between our two
countries."

In conclusion, she said that as Israel cele-
brates her 25th anniversary, she looks back on
a quarter of a century of struggle; of achieve-
ment in some areas but of failure in others.

"By and large, it has justified a thousand-
fold the vision of those who saw in the

of Israel's nationhood a historic act of
reparation and of statesmanship," she said."But our greatest grief has been the lack of
achieving that real peace with our Arab neigh-bors."

Does Golda Meir have a special Birthdav
wish? .

"Yes, two of them -- - peace in the Middle
East and more Jews should come to Israel...."

"My birthday is not important ut Israel's
birthdjy la. The Jewish state will far surpass my
73 years. . ."

So said Golda Meir at the ourset of an exclu-
sive interview on the eve of her 75th birthday,

;
f . (May 3rd).

L.l This is typical of the humility displayed by
I Israel's prime Minister who has'

ut her adopted country before herself.
Mrs. Meir said that the ingathering of the

Jewish people Is Israel's greatest achievement
- ' in its 23-ye- ar history.
: I "Today, the phrase 'Jewish refugee' no long- -

i er exists because there is an Israel, a place for
Jews to come liome to. And they' re coming from

I the four corners of the earth. Two million 1m- -
' migrants have come into our land."

,'4 She added that although many difficulties and
' complex problems still must be solved, there will

never bo a time when Israel won't have room for
, every Jew seeking a home there.
' As for American 'Allyah. Mrs. Meir said it
I has picked up since the Six-D- ay War, but that

It's stilt not enough. "Young people are coming,
to Israel for at least part of their college educa-
tion In our universities. We too have secondary
schools where they come at the age of 14, and

; also get a good Jewish education. It gives them
) a feel for our country and many of them come
I back; some even stay In Israel."
! Golda Meir. Is particularly concerned aboutJlth education in the U. S. She said that there

j ought to be a greater effort on behalf of Jewish
p j education there.

I "It's extremely important," she stressed.
' " "Too many young Amercan Jews don't know

f, i wno they are or where they come from. They
I hJve difficulty identifying themselves. They
lj don't know Jewish history or literature. Some

. don't understand why they should, remain Jews.
t It all adds up to a need for a better Jewish edu- -'

. cation. They need a sense of the Jewish past4 and a taste of the Jewish future in Israel. It's
Q essential and only logical that young peoplei who grow up in a free country, should get a good
f education; and with that education will come a
I connection with Israel and what's happening in

Israel. . ."
L , Golda Mcir's opinion of what other nations
y could learn from Israel; "I believe we've shown
5 'hat even a small nation can -- - if it is united and
I . determined to safeguard its security and the

welfare of Its people prove Itself, defend It- -'
j ' lf and meet its international responsibilities."? . What should the United States do at this time

j to helD settle the Mideast problems?
I I "A great country must pay a price for that

greatness and carry the kind of responsibility
. '' ........... . . . A
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