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economic asset, the Israelis would have carried
out an act of withdrawal, the ceasefire would be
immeasurably strengthened, and the diplomaticdoor opened that much wider for a further stageof negotiation leading to a final overall terri-
torial settlement. . - fl

,
-

Washington's role in all this 13 that an hon-
est broker, lending its good offices to Israel and
Egypt-t-o get a Suez interim negotiation startedwith itself as Israel has already
given Washington the green light to try its hand.
Golda Meir, during her recent Ame rican visit,reiterated Israel's acceptance of the underlying
concept of the Suez diplomacy, including a readi-ness to contemplate an Israeli pull-ba- ck from
the Canal under guaranteed conditions as an actof disengagement and defusion. This is encour-
aging and offers hope of movement. Washingtonawaits now the response from Cairo. Upon Itresis the hope of a radical militaryand hence a meaningful step towards peace.

BY RABBI ISRAEL MILLER
PRES. AMERICAN ZIONIST ORGANIZATION

President Nixon denoted February as "themonth of the Middle East." In quick succes-
sion, Jordan's King Hussein, Egypt's "Kiss-
inger Hafez Ismail, and Israel's Golda Meirmet "with the President In an exercise of hisrhand quiet diplomacy.

Officially, the talks were described as "use-ful and positive". There is nothing to indicatefrom the formal pronouncements, however, thatthe parties are any closer to an understandingas a result of their separate sessions in theOva Room. The chances of their being sowould have been immensely enhanced had the

Arab and Israeli parties deliberated together,rather than air their differences through the
President. Yet the very fact that Israel, Jor-
dan and Egypt have all considered it impor-tant to come to Washington to state their cases
at the highest level is a measure of the author-
itative role America might play in advancingthe peace process. Indeed, America has, in a
sense, become the sole arbitrator, the singleworld power to which all the principal Mid-
east parties are willing to address themselves.
This is in itself is an impressive Washington
diplomatic success.

For all its influence, Washington has no
intention of allowing itself to become commit-
ted as an involved party and be physicallydrawn into the dispute thereby. The Adminis-
tration is embarked on a more sophiscatedand wise course, What it seeks is to create
that kind of a political climate and conditions
that will bring the parties together somehow to
hammer out their differences themselves witha minimum of U. S. involvement. To achieve
this, Washington wishes to serve first as a de-fus- er

of the military tensions, and then as a
bridge for a political accommodation in slow
measured steps.

The elementary condition for diplomaticmovement is the continued maintenance of the
ceasefire between Egypt and Israel. With thisin mind, Washington has decided, correctly, tomove ahead with its tested policy of maintain-
ing that kind of an arms balance in ihe Middle
East that will make all-o- ut war a very unat-
tractive proposition. This has been the think-
ing for three-and-a-h- alf years now, and it has
helped produce a ceasefire along the Suez Ca-
nal the major battle front of the regionthat is impressively stable. So long as the .

ceasefire holds, the door to a political settle-
ment between Egypt and Israel (with Jordan
hopefully not far behind) remains open.

Encouraging the parties to walk through thatdoor is the next step. It will not be done by con-
ventional diplomacy for the dispute is too com-
plicated for that, and besides, Egypt refuses
emphatically to negotiate directly with Israel.
What is left is the diplomatic art of patient
bridge-buildin- g, the slow cultivation of the peaceat which America is becoming increasingly

The Administration view is this: The three-and-a-h- alf

year ceasefire has demonstrated thatthe alternative to peace is not necessarily war.
Between the two. there are various degress of
non-fighti- ng and it is the U. S. immediate goal,as a first real step to peace, to consolidate the .'
no-w- ar dimension by making the current cease-
fire even more unbreakable. The instrumentforthis Is to get the Suez Canal open and operatingunder Egyptian control, thereby creating an Eg-
yptian vested interest in preserving the cease-
fire indefinitely. Washington wants Israel and ;

Egypt to negotiate'such a local Suez arrangementas an interim step to full peace negotiations.This not overly ambitious American diplomatic
strategy would require an Israeli pull-ba- ck

from the Canal, thereby allowing the Egyptiansto clear and operate the waterway and bring '"
about a disengagement of the opposing forces.If this happens, Egypt would have back its major

Israeli commandos once more demonstratedtheir Iraaglnzative and brilliantly - conceived
coumerterrorlst strategy In the attae?k of Fatah'
headquarters In downtown Beirut. The' attJCk
resulted In the elimination of three well-kno- wn

leaders In the frontyard of the Palestinian ter-
rorist organization.

In spite of the flawlessly-execute- d Israeli
raid, the escalation of activity on both sides of
the Arab-rsra- el conflict provided little hope to-
day for those optimists who look for immediate
peace in the Middle East. This new humiliationcan hardly be expected to diminish the intransi-
gence of the Arab states and will be a rallyingcall to arms In the Arab world.

In Europe and the U. S., newspapers ex-
pressed both admiration for the military man-
euver and discouragement at the new level of
terroristic welfare which it might precipitate.The New York Times said the attack "rivalled
In daring and brilliance and In potential lm- -l

port Israeli victories in three conventionalwars against the Arabs." At the same time theeditorial noted pessimistically that the attack
would-no- t "put an end to terrorism of the kind
Involved In the Arab guerrilla raids in Cyprus."In Paris, Le Monde denied the Beirut attack was
a reprisal and said. "The Israelis only wanted
to show the Palestinians that their leaders are
not secure in their Beirut apartments."irlends of Israel are today experiencing a
mixture of pride and concern; pride in Israel's
penetration of El Fatah security and concern
that peace, seems farther away than ever before.

BY RABBI SAMUEL SILVER
A few years ago the Israelis, exasperated byArab viciousness. destroyed some airplanes at

the Beirut airport.
Five minutes after the strike, U Thant was be-

ing quoted on the airwaves as chiding Israel.
The White House and the State Departmentfollowed suit. It wasn't nice of the Israelis, said

these authorities, to smash Arab hardware.
- Not far behind was the French Government,which also rebuked Israel.

When Nasser, the Hitler of the Nile, kindied
the fires of war back in 1967, the State Depart-ment spokesman, Robert McCiosky told the
world that our government would be neutral in
word. deed, or thought.

Much more recently, when Arab terroristsbecame a nuisance. Israel went into Lebabnon and
cleaned them our. Immediately, the United Na-
tions Security council went into session and bya 14 to zero vote censured Israel. The U S 'abstained.

Some time before that U Thant.-aske- d aboutthe Russian-Egypti- an missiles on the Suez, pooh-pooh- ed

the event, saying that the poor Egyptianswere only deploying "defensive" weapons:Then came the weekend of the four hijack-
ings, one of them foiled by the brave Israelis".

The Arab murderers blackmailed the world
keeping human beings in a state of tormentwhile they bickered for the freedom of theirfellow -- hooligans.

How did U Thant respond?
' With silence.What did Robert McClosky, still at theState Department, say? Nothing.Did the White House express immediatefre-vulsio- n

over this savage behavior? It didnot.Did the Security Council spring into action?Are you kidding? , t
It goes to show that.Jewish life is still cheapin the eyes of the nations, and we Jews ought notto take it lying down. We should write our pro-tests to ths White House, to the State Department,to the United nations.
Abba Eban once said that the way for Israelto cope with the Arabs was to label their armedforces irregulars, Then they could do anythingthey wanted and escape responsibility.
History will not let the Arab nations avoid

,resPnsibiliry in these dreadful matters.And if there is any even-handedn- ess amone the
respectable nations, it's time for them to hold
Hussein, Sadat and : Co. responsible for thecrimes which they have inspired.J JUST A SUGGESTION 1
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