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BY RABBI SAMUEL SIL.VER
Man I8 a creature thar can sink to great depths
and soar to great heights,

Which direction will prevail is something that
has us all guessing,

In Canada, for example, a religionist named
A. C. Forrest is moving downward at a rapid
pace. Editor of the United Church Observer,
house organ for one of Canada's largest re-
ligious denominatons., Mr. Forrest has been
giving his readers a barrage of anti-Semitism
which he has disguised, as do the Far Leftists,
as anti-Zionism, He loves the Jews, youunder-
stand, but sees many faults in Israel,

The hateful Mr, Forrest has recently got-
ten his come-uppance from another religion-
ist, Fr. Gregory Baum, of the University of
TDFJI"I!O.

Writing in the Christian Century, Rev. Baum
chided not only Mr. Forrest for his venom,
but painted the editor as the end-product of
hundreds of years of anti-Jewishness which,
he writes, ‘“was built into Chrisrtian preach-
Ing.'*

Tracing the pattern of anti-Semirism in
the church over the centuries, Fr, Baum de-
clared that ‘“we slandered rhe Jewish religion
a8 it was practiced at the time of Jesus by
presenting ir as a corrupt, materialistic ana

self-centered.'’
In gﬁi!%d‘pa:ts of his lengthy statement,

which reads like a confessional, Fr. Baum
states; “Often we disguised the fact that
Jesus himself was Jewish, that his mother
and his disciples were Jewish, that the en-
tire early church, ., .was Jewish, We even
blamed (he Jews for the crucifixion , .
and eventually put the burden on the whole
Jewish people,
Was Christianity then responsible for Hit-
ler? No, but says the theologian, Christians
had “‘geperated a symbolism, a typology re-
garding the Jew and his ‘inferiority’, that
was exploited by evi], power-hungry men for
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His siatement is one of the most candid of
its kind ever made. the Christian Century and
the writer deserve praise for scaling such

heights of courage.-
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