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Secretary Rogers Urges Re-openi- ng Of
Peace Talks Between Israel and Arabs

i

acratary of Stat William P. Rogars makaa a plaa for raopanlng
of negotiation batwaan laraal and Egypt aa tha flrat atap towarda
Mlddla Eaat paaca at farawall dlnnar honoring Ambaaaador Yitz-

hak Rabin aponaorad by tha Confaranea of Praaidanta of Major
Amarlcan Jawlah Organization. (L. to r.) Ambaaaador Rabin, Sec-

retary of Stato Rogara, Jacob Stain, chairman, and Yahuda Hall-ma-

axacutlva diractor, of tha Praaidanta Confaranea. In appearing
bafora tha 800 rapraaantativaa of tha thirty organlzatlona com-prlal-

tha Praaidanta Confaranea, Bacretary Rogara made hia flrat
publla addraaa to a Jawlah organization.
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Edition of United Synagogue Review, Rabbi
Sherwin, assistant professor of Jewish Relig-
ious Thought at Sperus College of Judaica in
Chicago, was quoting leading Orthodox halac-hi- c

authority, Rabbi Moses Feinstein and 5 am-u- el

Dre3ner, listed as leading conservative
Rabbis. ' -

There's more to support their contentions
that "the opporcunity to change lives is too
readily forfeited in the attempt to put on a show."

A New York County Supreme Court judge, in
an interesting case in which a child's trust
fund had been petitioned for monies to finance
a lavish Bar Mitzvah party, wrote the following
in his decision: "It (Bar Mitzvah) was never
meant to be an excuse .for pleasures or showing
off. The spiritual va'ues which the ceremony
symbolizes, may not be thrust into second place
by ostentation and expensive banquets."

One of the solutions offered is to extend'the
age of Bar M.tzvah to 15, 16, or IS, on the justi-
fication that the origin of the ceremony can be
traced back only six or seven centuries, accord-
ing to Rabbi Sherwin.

But further reference in Talmudic literature
claims the calling of a boy to the Tarohifor the
first time was practiced by Rabbi Yehudai Gaon
in the 8th Century, some 1200 years agjo. The
Rabbis who interpret the meaning of passages
in the Bible find ample evidence to support all
sides of every contention..

We're no: about to get involved in this dis-

pute, but we will venture an opinion: "Let them
that object, skip the celebration, but continue to
view the ceremony as a solemn, serious mile-
stone in the life of a fellow Jew."

Be 'hat as it may, we camot get away from
our original thought of who would be mpnt affec-
ted by the abolishment of the Bar Mitzvah cere- - r
mony and celebration.

Would it be the Bar Mitzvah boy? We think
not.Here is an event tha: is, sort of, thrust upon
a growing lad. It is not something of pis own
volition. He is told what is going to happen on
Ms 13th birthday and he is directed to prepare for
it. He accepts it as part of his life in the; Jewish
tradition, but he would no? miss it, if it never took
place. ,

Would it be the Bar Mitzvah boy, Hebrew
School teacher, who wquld most be affected by the
abolishment of the event? Probably notj These
learned and dedicated professionals would, in our j

opinion, prefer to continue to impart knowledge
and custom of Jewish tradition- - long after the
boy's first tripto theTorah. A good student, who
enjoys his Hebrew School classes, will have no
incentive to stop attending because of his Bar
Mitzvah. He may continue long into his late
teens.

Would the relatives and friends of the Bai-Mitzv- ah

be most affected by its abolishment? We
think not. To some, the event is a necessary
nuisance. They accept it. in the course of
family dates, but if it did not have to take place,
they would never miss it.

So. who would be affected most if the Bar
Mitzyah was abolished? j

We say it is the parents of the Barj Mitzvah
boy. They relish the excitement of the prepar- -
ation and planning for the ceremony aind cele- -
bration. They look forward to their son be-

coming a man.
But mostly they want the reciprocation of-al- l

those presents they have handed out for the
pa3t Bar Mitzvahs. This was an endowment
they have been building through the years, and
now it is their turn to receive a return on their
investment.

Long live Bar Mitzvah!
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j The American chapter of ORT, the world- -
wide Jewlah organization for rehabilitation and

j training, It celebrating Its 25th anniversary this
j year -- - coincident with the 25th anniversary of
! Israel's statehood. And the work they have done

' j and are planning for the near future are out- -
j standing contributions to the Jewish people.

Formed In 1880 In Russia to develop skilled
trades and agriculture among Russian Jews and

. later to provide "help through work.'? ORT Is
'

j at present operating facilities In Western Eur- -
i op Moslem countries, Israel, South America,

and India. Whcrevet there are Jews In need,
; j wherever there are 'unskilled Jews, ORT Is

I there.
The 51st annual national conference of the

i American ORT federation recently voted a
, record budget for 197i-i- finance stepped-u- p
' j program of educational and vocational traln- -

Ing for some 70,000 adults and young pople in 21
. I countries. Including Israel. ORT also presented
; I the Israeli government with a five-ye- ar plan

h which would bring high school education to virtu- -
i ally all young people in Israel.
j And In addition to its activities to help meet

the ncedi of Jewish communities overseas, ORT
j will continue to provide technical assistance, in
j cooperation with the Agency for International De- -
j development (AiDj, and other governmental in- -
I tergovernmental agencies, to African countries

, j south of the Sahara. ORT's training programs
have also been expanded to aid the Arabpopula- -

j tlon, not only inthe administered terrorltles, but
In Israel Itself.

At a time when there s so much talk about
. self-hel- p ORT Is the outstandingexampleof act- -
' ion not Just talk.

long series of discussions about the Middle East
In Camb ridge in 1970 and having been the

object of one of his letters carried by the
Boston archdiocesan newspaper. The Pilot, a
couple of years ago, I believe I can understand the
degree of exasperation Msgr. Higgins and Father
Sheerin must now feel in their crossing of swords
with him.

In my own exchange with Father Ryan, I had
stated that use of the term. "Zionist Jerusalem" ,

was a form o anti-Semi- tic shorthand. Father
Ryan ventured to suggest that my phrasing was
hardly conducive to clarity in the development of
ecumenical understanding. And then he posed

" this question; "Why does Mr. Segal object to the
use of the term, 'Zionist'?"

Now Father Ryan knew right well that far
from objecting to the use of the term, I rather
fancied it. My dismay, of course, was rooted in
the fact that Arab spokesman have taken in the
course of their war against Israel to insisting
that they are not opposed to Jews but very much
against Zionists. And several peoDle who look
with jaundiced eyes upon Israel and Jews in the
round try to rationalize their ways out of their
biases by following the line of Arab spokesmen.

Dr. A. Roy Eckhardt, professor of religion
at Lehigh University, has hit the practice head
on with this observation: "Christian anti-Zionis- m

is the new Christian anti-Semiri- ...
In principle, there is little reason to expect that
Christians' denigration and persecution of Jews
over so long a history should not be revivified in
Christian policies and behavior regarding the
Zionist ideal and the of the
State of Israel -- - in the 'Holy Land', of all
places. The anti-Zion- ist stance of many nations
and peoples appears inexplicable apart from the
age-ol- d influence of anti-Judais- m and anti-Semiti- sm

within Western and Eastern Christen-
dom." - "

,

$iKl&t and l&xaeli .

BY ROBERT E. SEGAL
The Catholic Free Press of Worcested,

; Ma has recently attracted comments from
Msgr? George C. Higgins, secretary for Re-

search of the U.S. Catholic Conference, and Rev.
Jsh i B. Sheerin, CSP, to the effect that a rellg- -

j loua colleague. Rev. Joseph Ryan, S.J., may be
mlsguldod In some of his conclusions about Is-

rael, the Arab states, Jerusalem, the degree of
threat to Israel posed by Egypt's President Nas- -

! In 1967, and ecumenism. "

But Father Ryan currently at the Cambridge
; (Mass.) Center for Social Studies after a longcareer as a university leader In the Arabworld,Isn't about to accept the criticism of Msgr. Hlg- -
; glni and Father Sheerin without putting up quitea battle.

Hiving participated with Father Ryan in a

The main burden of contentions made by
Msgr. Higgins and Father Sheerin in their cur-
rent hassle with Facher Ryan is that Father Ry-
an sells American Catholics short when he sug-

gests that ecumenical relations between Ameri-
can Catholics and American Jews suffer from
allegedly Jewish insistence on support for
Israel as a proof that Christians are not anti-Semit- ic.

I would leave it to Msgr. Higgins, .

Father Sheerin and other Catholic churchmen
well disposed of to the cause of mutual respect
among Jew3 and Catholics to battle that issue
out with their adversary, Father Ryan.

But when Father Ryan continues to insist
- tha: Israel was not threatened with annihilation

in 1967, 1 itch to get back into the fray.Israel
not threatened? Would careful examination of"
Russian armaments captured from the Egyptians
by the Israelis in 1967-ad- to Father Ryan's evi-dan- ce

of no threat? Would the 1 13 raids against
Israel by Soviet-Syri- an terrorists prior to the
Six-D- ay War constitute no threat? If notr would
Father Ryan have opted for the role of reassuri-
ng Israeli children no harm would befall them ,

when they had to be carried to underground bun- - ;
kers for protection against Arab aggressors?
Was Nasser's, closing of the Strait of Tiran no

threat? His assertion that he would see to it that
the Israel flag would not go through the gulf 6f
Aqaba? His booting out o( the UN Emergency
force? His boast that the whole Arab natiqn' has moved against Israel; we are burning wltW

: desire to get revenge?"- Father Ryan has , written that words like
r'propagandg',' "pro-Ara- b" and "anti-Israe- l''

v are, loaded "words. needs to use them?
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