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Onts 25th Birthday

The American chapter of ORT, the world-
wide Jewigh organization for rehabilitation and
training, is celebrating its 25th anniversary this
year colncident with the 25th anniversary of
larael’s statehood, Andthe work they have done
and are planning for the near future are out-
standing contributions to the Jewish people,

Formed In 1880 in Russia to develop skilled
trades and agriculture among Russian Jews and
later to provide ““help through work,'' ORT is
it present operating facilities in Western Eur-
ope, Moslem countries, Israel, South America,
and Indla., Wherevet there are Jews in need,
wherever there are unskilled Jews, ORT is
there.

Fhe Slat annual national conference of the
American ORT federation rccently vored a
record budget for 1973 to finance stepped-up
programs of educational and vocational train-
ing for some 70,000 adults and young pople in 2i
countries, including Israel. ORT also presented
the laraell government with a five-year plan
which would bring high school educationto virtu-
ally all young people in israel.

And in addition to its activities to help meet
the needs of Jewish communities overseas, ORT
witl continue 1o provide technical assistance, in
cooperation withthe Agency for International De-
development, (AID), and other governmenral in-
tergovernmental agencies, to African counrries
south of the Sahara., DRT'a rralning programs
have also been expanded to aid the Arab popula-
tion, not only inthe administercd terrorities, but
in larael ltself,

AL & time when there I8 so much talk abou:
aclf-help ORT is the outstanding example of act-
lon not juat talk,

Zloniat and Danaelc .

BY ROBERT E, SEGA!

he Catholic Free Press of Worcested,
Muan,, has recently attrasted comrients from
Mugr: Gesrge C, Hlgging, secretary for Re-
search of the U, S, Catholic Conference, and Rev
Isha B, hhc't_'nn, LHP_ to the effect that a relig-
lous colleague, Rev, Joseph Ryan, 5.1,, may be
misguided in some of his conclusions about 18-
rael, the Arab states, Jerusalem, the degree of
threat to Israel posed by Egypt's President Nas-
fer in 1967, and ecumeniam,

But Father Ryan currently at the Cambridge
(Muss,) Center for Social Studies after a long
Carear as a university leader in the Arabworld,
ian’t about to accept the criticism of Msgr. Hig-
glln-l .i‘mi Father Sheerin without putting up quite
a battle

Having participated with Father Ryan in a
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Secretary Rogers Urges Re-opening Of
Peace Talks Between Israel and Arabs

Sacretary of State William P. Regers makes a plea for reopening
of negutiations between lsrael and Egypt as the first step towards
Middie East peace at farewell dinner honoring Ambassador Yitz-
hak Rabin sponsored by the Conference of Presidents of Major
American Jewish Organizations. (L. to r.) Ambassador Rabin, Sec-
retary of State Rogers, Jacob Stein, chairman, and Yehuda Hell-
man, executive director, of the Presidents Conferance. In appearing
before the 500 representatives of the thirty organizations com-
prising the Preaidents Conference, Secretary Rogers made his first
public address to a Jewish organization.
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long series of discussions about the Middle East
in Cambridge in'1970 and having been the not-too-
popular object of one of his letterscarried by the
Boston archdiocesan newspaper, The Pilot, a
couple of years ago, 1 believe Icanunderstand the
degree of exasperation Msgr. Higgins and Father
Sheerin mus: now feel intheir crossing of swords
with him.

In my own exchange with Father Ryan, 1 had
stated that use of the term, ““Zionist Jerusalem'’,
was a form 2° anti-Semitic shorthand. Father
Ryan ventured to suggest that my phrasing was
hardly conducive to clarity in*hedevelopment of
ecumenical understanding. And then he posed
this question: “‘Why does Mr, Segalobject to the
use of the term, ‘Zionist™?"

Now Father Ryan knew right
from objecting to the usz of the term, | rather
fancied it. My dismay, of course, was rooted in
the fact thar Arab spokesman have taken in the
course of their war against Israzl to insisting
that they are not opposed to Jews but very much
against Zionists., And several people who Inok
with jaundiced eyes upon Israz]l aad Jews in the
round try to rationalize their ways out of their
pilases by following the line of Arab spokesmen.

D+, A, Roy Eckhardt, professor of religion
at Lehigh University, has hit the practice head
on with this observation: “‘Christian anti-
Zionism is the new Christian anti-Semirism ...
In principle, there is little reason oexpect that
Christians’ denigration and persecution of Jews
over 30 long a history should not be revivified in
Christian policies and behavior regarding the
Zionist ideal and the re-establishment of the
State of Israel -- in the ‘Holy Land’,.of all
places, The anti-Zionist stance of many nations
and peonles appears inexplicable apart fromthe
age-old influence of anti-Judaism and anti-
S=mitism within Wesiern and EasternChristen-
dom."’ “a

The main burden of contentions msde by
Msagr, Higgins and Father Sheerin in their cur-
rent hassle with Faiher Ryan is that Father Ry-
an sells American Catholics short when he sug-
gests that ecumenical relations between Ameri-
can Catholics and American Jews suffer from
allegedly Jewish Insistence on support for
Israe! as a proof that Christians are not anri-
Semitic, 1 would leave it to Msgr, Higgins,
Father Sheerin and other Catholic churchmen
wzll disposed of to the cause of mutual respect
among Jews and Catholics to barttle that issue
our with their adversary, Father Ryan,

But when Father Ryan continues to insist
tha: Israel was not threatened with annihilation
in 1967, 1 itch to get back into the fray,  Israel
not threatened?
Russian armaments captured from the Egyprians
by the lsraelis in 1967 addto Father Ryan's evi-
deznce of no threat? Would the 113 raids against
Israel by Soviet-Syrian terrorists prior to the
Six-Day War constitute no threat? If not, would
Father Ryan have opted for the role of reassur-
ing Israell children no harm would befall them
when they had to be carried to undergroundbun-
kers for protection against Arab aggressora?

w21l that far

Was Nasser's closing of the Strait of Tiraa no -

Would careful examination of’
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"**One Man Plus The Truth
Constitutes A Majority”"

BY JACK TELL .

-

Edition of United Synagogue Review.

Rabbi
Sherwin, assisiant professor of Jewish Relig-
fous Thought at Sperus College of Judaica in

Chicago, was quoting leading Orthodox halac-
hic authority, Rabbi Moses Feinstein and 3am-
uel Dr2sner, listed as leading conservarive
Rabbis.

There's macre to-support their contentions
that “‘the opporiunity to change lives is too
readily forfeited inthe attem»:to putona show."’

A New York County Supreme Court judgz, in
an interesting case in which 3 child's trust
fund nad been petitioned for moaies to finance
a lavish Bar Mitzvah party, wceote the following
in his decision: “‘It (Bar Mitzvah) was never
meant to be an 2xcuse for pleasures or showing
off. The spiritual va'ues which the ceremaony
symtbtolizes may not be thrust into second place
by ostentation and expensive banquers,"

Onz of the solurions offered is to extend rhe
age of Bar M.tzvah to 15, 16,0r 13, on the justi-
fication that the origin of the ceremany can be
traced back only six orsevencenturies, accorid-
ing to Rabbi Sherwin,

But furcher reference in Talmudic literature
claims the ca'ling of a boy to the Taroh for the
first time was practiced by Rabbi Yehudai Gaon
in rhe 8th Century, some 1200 years ago. The
Rabbis wno inferpret the meaning of pissages
in “he Bible find ampie evidence to support all
sides of every contention

We're not about to get involved in this dis-
pure, but w2 will venture aa opinion: “‘l.et them
that object, skip the celebrarioa, bu: continue to
view the ceremry as a solemn, serious mile-
stone in the life of a fellow Jew.'

Be that as it may, we cania: ger away from
our original though: of who would be mpst affec-
ted by the abolishment of the Bar Miizvahcere-
mony and celebrarion.

Would it be the Bar Miizvah boy? We think
not,yHere is anevent that is, sort of, thrust upon
a rr:aw'n‘7 lad. It is not something of his own
volition. He is told what is going to happen on
his 13cthbirthday and he isdirecied (o prepare for
it. He actepts it as partofhis life m 'lih Jewish
irad.vion, but he would not miss ir, if it never ook
place.

Would it be the Ba:s Miizvah boy, H2brew
Schonl teacher, wino would most be affecred by the
abolishment of the evenr? Probaodly not. These
learned and dedicated professionals would, inour
opinion, prefer Lo continue to impart kaowiedze
and cusiom of Jewish rradition long after the
boy’s first triptoche Torah., A good stud=nt, Who
enjoys his Hzbrew Schon! classes, will have no
incenrive (o stop attending because of his Bar
Mirzvah, He may conrinue loag into his late
teens, )

Would the relatives and friends of the Bar
Mirzvah be most affecred by its abolishment? We
think not. To some. the evenl is d necessary
nuisance, They accept it in the course of
family dazes, bur if it did no: have to rake place,
they would never miss it,

So. who would be affected most if the Bar
Mitzvah was abolished?

We say it is the parents of the Bar Miizvah
boy. They relish the excitement of the prepar-
ation and planiing for the ceremony and cele-
bration, They look forward to their son be-
coming a man,

But mostly they want the reciprocation of
all those presents they have handed out for the
past Bar Mizvahs, This was an endowment
they have been building through the years, and
now it is their turn ro receive a return on their
investment,

Long live Bar Mitzvah!

threat? His assertion that he would see to it that
the Israel flag would not go through the gulf of
Agaba? His booting out of the UN Emergengy

force? His boast that ““the whole Arab na:
has moved against Israel:
desire to get revenge?’’'

Father :an has wrirten that warda like

we are burning wit

“pro-Arab’’, and “‘anti-Israel”’
ords. Who needs to use them?
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