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EGYPT UNFFT T0 WAGE WAR

LONDON (WNS) -- A
secret Egyptian Air
Force report, leaked in
Brissels, revealed only
40 per cent of Egypt's
weapons and 40-65 per
cent of itsaircrafrare in
a state of combar readi-
ness despite President
Anwiar Sadat's repeated
anti-Israel belligeren-
cy.

According to uncon-
firmed reports from
Brussels, the survey,
carried out earlier rhis
vear, blames poor
maintenance, inadequ-
ate handling and a shor-
tage of spare parts from
the Soviet Union.

An Egyptian military
delegation to Mdscow,
which rewurned home
last week, reportedly
persuaded the USSR to
resume shipment
spare parts, suspended
in July when Sovier ad-
visors were expelled
from Egypt.

The study says ano-
ther 20 wper cent of
Egypt's weapons can be
repaired when the spars
parts arrive, butthe re-

maining 40 per cent are-

beyond repair,
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JEWISH P OPULATION 14,236,420

NEW YORK (WNS)
-- The world Jewish
population is estimared
at 14,236,420 with
about 6,060,000 Jews in
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rhe United States, more
than inany other country
--accerding to the Am-
erican Jewish Year
Book's just published
1972 edition.

After the United
States, countries with
the largest Jewish pop-
ulations are: SovietUn-
ion, 2,644,000; Israel,
2,632,000 (it.is estima-
ted that 42,000 immi-
grants entered Israel
this year); France,
550,000; Argentine,
500,000; Great Britain
410,000; and Canada,
300,000.

Half of World Jewry
is located in the Amer-
icas., 29 per cent in
Europe, 19 per cent in
Asia, 1.5 per cent in
Africa, and 0.5 per cent
in Australia and New
Zealand.

In the United States,
2.94 per cent of the
total resident population
is estimated to be Jew-
ish,

In Asia, the
major centers of Jewish
population, besides Is-
rael, are India, 14,500:
and Iran, 80,000: in Af-
rica, there are substan-
tial Jewish populations
only in South Africa,
117,990, Morocco,
35,000; Ethiopia, 12,000:
Tunisia, 8000; and Rho-
desia, 5200.
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NS GONTROLS
LEFTIST JEWS

JERUSALEM (WNS)
- - Following the expos-
ure of aSyrian-directed
spy ring in which sev-
eral extreme leftist
Jews were prominent
members, security au-
thorities intend to
tighten control to pre-
vent left-wing circles
from making contact
with hostile elements,
thereby endangering the
security of the Srate.

But sources here said
the authorities did not
intend to impose politi-
cal control onthesecir-
cles.

So far 46 suspecred
members of the spy
ring -- representing all
major religious denom-
inations in Israel--have
been seized. Two of the
four Jewish suspects
have been identified as
members of an extreme
left-wing group known
as the ‘““Red Front",
which preaches violent
revolution and has about

ARE SYRIAN SPYS

20 members. Its ideo-
logy was reportedly im-
ported by Dan Vered, 30,
one of the arrested Jew-
ish suspects, from his
days as a member of the
Students fora Democra-
tic Society (SDS) in the
i s.

It was learned thatthe
spy ring was infiltrated
by Israeli agents who
kept its members under
close surveillance. Is-
raeli security forces
moved in to break upthe
.ring when it became ap-

parent it was about to
embark on a series of
terrorist and sabotage
activities.

Its members were re-
portedly planning to kid-
nap Defense Minister
Moshe Dayan and to at-
tack other Israeli lead-
ers considered ‘““chau-
vinists.,"' Two of its
members reportedly vi-
sited Damascus, and a
third was said 1o have
gone to Budapesttocon-
tact Syrian agents,

TOP SECRET ITEMS FOR JORDAN

DALLAS,TEX-
A S5-(WNS) -- Following
4 report in the Dallas
Morning News and a fol-
lowup investigation by
Jimmy Wisch, editor-
publisher of the Texas
Jewish Post, specula-
tion has soared regard-
ing a Royal Jordanian
“jet thar landed at Iove
Field Monday --. offi-
cially to pick up com-
mercial antennas -- but
reportedly being loaded
with ““top secret radio-
radar missile-tracking
equipment.”’

The Morning News,
quoting a ‘“reliable
source'', said abour
$2.5 million worth of
the equipment manu-
factured by Collins
Radio Company, the
largest maker of sophi-
sicated electronic avi-
ation equipment, was
being readied at the

airfield for shipment to
Jordan,

The jet had arrived
on an unusual nonstop
Jordan-to-Dallas flight,
supposedly transporting
jet engines to be over-
hauled,

In Washington, Jor-
danian Minister Dr.Na-
sir N. Batayneh said
that the jet was on a
chartered round trip
flight from Amman to
Dallas. He said he knew
nothing of any equipment
having been taken a-
board the ijer.

A State Deparrment
.Source said the jet ar-
rived in Dallas several
days ago and took on
“‘ordinary equipment"’
"long anticipated’’ for
delivery to Jordan as
part of the on-going sup-
ply of military equip-
ment from the U, §,

LOS ANGELES--Closed circuit television of

the Christmas Midnight
be broadcast to Mang

Mass in Bethlehem will

er Square,
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TELL TALES

““One Man Plus The Truth
Constitutes A Majorjry”’

BY JACK TELL

. - —_— -—

(IN THIS ERA OF ECUMENISM WE BRING
YOU THE FOLLOWING COLUMN PREPARED
IN 1961 AND REPRINTED ANNUALLY IN THE
EDITION BEFORE DEC, 25TH.)

To Our (Clnistian Priend s

Yes, Virginia, there is a Sanra,
And there are Christmas t s, too!

No one asked but an innocuous wire service
story, datelined Vatican City, and prinred in the
local press m | caused some concern
amoung our neighb

The story quotes a

Vatican weekly newspaper

sayving Santa Claus represents a ‘““monstrous
substitution' for the Christ child and ““offends
the fairh,"'

The editorial in L'Osservatore delle Do-
menica also assailed the Christmas tree as“‘an
attempt to substitute for the crib, , .and a cer-
tain sense of naturalism and paganism."'

The objection apparently stems from the gen-
eral public’'s acceptance of St, Nick and the tree
as indicative of the holiday to the gradual exclu-
sion of the true religious conception, the Narti-
vity.

A strict religious interpretation of the Holy
day should unquestionably be total reverence and
complete compliance with the Holy Writ. Those
devout souls among us always have and will con-
tinue to adhere to the rigid theological celebra-
tion of the occasion and no amount of persuasion
(if attempted) could dissuade them,

But Christmas Day with no distraction from
all the solemnity it stands for, has, through the
centuries grown, expanded, magnified into a
spirit of Christmas. What started as a one-day
observance is now a weeks-long holiday. What
began with personal greetings of cheer from one
to another is now the exchange of hundreds of
millions of cards expressing joy. Whatcommen-
ced as an occasion for the discreet dispensation
of charity for the less fortunate has developed in-
to the indescriminate giving and receiving of
gifts. The once simple. recreation of one's ver-
sion of the Crib has developed into addenda like
trees, holly wrearhs, tinsel and lights,

An occasion that wasoriginally celebrated by
just those of the Christian faith, now findsother
sects, religious and beliefs looking forward to
and rejoicing in the spirit of Christmas,

The metamorphosis of Christmas was not a
straight, smooth road from the way it was, to
what it is. There were bypaths, drawbacks, tan-
gents and obstacles created by the natural course
of history through the ages.

While Santa Claus is obviously a result of

(Continued on Page 4)




