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Statement
BY RABBI ARTHUR J. LELYVELQ

PRES. OF AMER. JEWISH CONG.

"We are deeply disturbed by the action of the

steering committee of the National Black Politi-

cal Convention in condemning Israel for her

alleged expansionist policy and forceful occupa-

tion of the sovereign territory of another state.

This new declaration comes, we learn in press

reports, as a and 'clarification

of the resolution adopted by voice

vnrp in th dturiittf minutes of the National
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Black Political Convention in Gary, Ind. last

month.

"We denounce and reject the ignorance and

bigotry that informs this slanderous resolution.

"The facts of Israel's long and vigorous

search for peace, only to be rejected by her

Arab neighbors who have sought unremittingly

to destroy the Jewish state, have been clearly

established. So has Israel's humane and demo-

cratic administration of the former Arab terri-

tories, an administration that has brought new

prosperity and higher standards of living than

the area ever knew before. All the world

knows that Israel's policy has evoked a positive

response among the Arab residents of the Ad-

ministered territories: they have voted in elec-

tions they have come as peaceful sightseers
into Israel in huge numbers; they have made

the life of the territories so normal

and so peaceful as to deeply impress all neutral

observers of Israel's 'occupation
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