
FACE FOUR
LAS VEGAS ISRAELITE

PaMiafcad Evaiy Friday ia Ve.

H

BtHiH "
Tru4 'ataman. Jay TN, K 'k

'

B Ma Ta aft Bavarly Klftf Pollock S

fl BSS"

1

'ELL TALES 1 M! I (Kuta 4

I a?J 1 task in the Middle East is to acknowledge IfJEtl

na Man Plus Tha Truth
mggj- - IpjU that the ""restrained flow of sophisticated vFt

nstitufs A Majority" y JqM weapons to Egypt from the Soviet Union has Su

jfKgR jeopardized the balance of power in a most JBfeli

BY JACK TELL dangerous way. We can preserve the peace

W in tne Middle East but only if we recognize H
iQDDD.ODOODUyui4H?r"""? tnat it is today threatened by the narrow margin 9
ed from Page 1)

of Israel's air defense capability. With so JHH
few planes at her disposal we invite a mis- - 'WmM

ntaining the balance of power in the Middle
calculation gftgon the part of the Egyptian and

Soviet forces leading them to believe that they
mk

1Qw that many Senators share my concern Icould eliminate the Israeli Air Force as a
oubts about the stabihtyof the balance factor in Israels defense and thereb reverse
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propriation. It would make available $500

var, unlike the last, could become a war
in military credits, half of which (or

tntion in which thousands of innocents
more) could be used to provide the planes

lose their lives, and in which the danger that 87 Senators authorized and that 78 Senators ?ven

rid peace would increase beyond free
anything urged be made available at once.

ive known in recent years. No one can - posn
V'r" Present, I wish to point out that

ightly such grim prospects. And no one to p
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,'s conference,, is still in force and H
ability to deter by further denying

remains in force until September, 1972. M
te aircraft she needs to prevent an invasion
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l "s several provisions is securely a part 1L.stratum's policy in the Middle East has

Section 501, on the other hand, is the law IB
if the land. I am merely proposing that we fsMM

nake the necessary appropriation to give
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iffect to the policy we have legislated and so kajFrg
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lave nothing that we do not already have in W
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rhe difference is that the $500 million I am yj J
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immediately. And in view of the rapid deter-

ioration of the military balance in the Middle

Bast, especially in the last few days, it is

argent that we act at once.

Moreover, Mr. President, the $300 million

in requested authority is inadequate for both m Ju
Phantom aircraft AND other essential nll
squipment. The aircraft alone will cost at

Least $250 million, perhaps more, and con- - ,

siderably more than $50 million has already

been committed to supporting equipment. Thus

we would face an eventual deficiency appro-

priation if we were to wait and appropriate

pledge to maintain the military balance

ondition of rough parity. Measuring
balance is extremely difficult - especial- -

c

s in the present case, when superior
ent on the Arab (and Soviet) side is

be offset by superior training and skill

part of the Israeli Defense Forcesr How
'

ne compare an Israeli Air Force, highly

with too few e planes with an
,

in Air Force that has too many e

and too few skilled pilots? And how,

h an uncertain calculation, should one

:he massive deployment of I
missiles throughout Egypt, any one of

is capable of destroying an Israeli plane?

', how does one estimate the role of

viet Union in the event hostilities break
'

Can anyone say with certainty that the

will not be drawn into a conflict

to matter what happens in the Middle

they will keep their combat aircraft and

pilots grounded and their fleet at a

:e from the conflict?

nphasize these uncertainties, Mr.

they suggest how fragile is a

ry balance with so many elements (and

mentioned only three) about which it

jossible to be precise. Moreover, the

e in the Middle East is "subject to rapid
to use the words of Secretary of

e Laird. The conditions prevailing today

dramatically different tomorrow. And

of this the crucial and decisive factor

balance in the air; and that balance

Is, in large measure, on the available
of e aircraft.

. President, our most urgent immediate
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funds to carry out the Senate's policy in a

piecemeal fashion. If the $500 million requested

in my amendment is appropriated here today

I would expect the Administration to adjust

its $300 million request accordingly. And I

need not point out that the Administration has

hardly been overeager to make available the 537

planes it is my intention to fund with this

amendment.

I will not go into detail about the state of

the Israeli economy and Israel's obvious in-

ability to provide for an adequate defense without

credit assistance. Suffice it to say that fully

30 of Israel's Gross National Product goes

to defense. And let me add that the annual ,r


