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Remembering Balbi Yar

By SEN. HENRY M\, JACKSON

A small item which appeared recently in
THE NEW YORK TIMES brought some troubling
thoughts to my mind. The item described a
minor but by no means a typical incident that
recently occurred in the Sovier Union. ‘A
Jewish woman,'" it read. ‘‘who sent a lerter
to Premier Aleksei N. Kosygin has been sen-
tenced to three years confinement on charges
of slandering the Sovier state, a Cenrral Asian
newspaper has reported,

““The newspaper,..said...thar the case pointed
up the need for more rigorous political in-
doctrination,

“The woman, Emilia R. Trakhtenberg...
allegedly complained of discrimination in the

Soviet Union and praised Western freedoms...

**Miss Trakhtenberg's parents died in the
Nazi massacre of Babi Yar in Kiev in World
War 1.7

This newspaper item tells all of us a greart
deal. It tells us, first, about the plight of the
Jewish people of Soviet Russia, a people whose
indescribable suffering is one of the tragic
stories of this century, Mliss Trakhtenberg
and her family are the symbols of two lost
generations, one the victim of Nazi genocide,
the other the victim of Sovier cultural genocide,
So today, as we remember victims of Babi
Yar, let us also stand in solidarity with the
children of Babi Yar,

Miss Trakhtenberg's story also tells us about
the courage of a people. One cannot speak
out against injustice in the Soviet Union and
have immunity. One speaks out only at a
terrible risk to the well-being of oneself and
one's family. Miss Trakhtenberg knew rhe
risk she was rtaking in writing a letter of
protest to Mr, Kosygin, and thousands upon
thousands of her people are aware rhat by
signing letters, demonstrating, by demanding
the right to emigrate to Israel, even just hy
being Jews, they arc putting their very lives
on the line. These are genuine heroes of our
rime. They command our decpest respect.

Finally, the item in the newspaper tells
me somerthing abour America, Miss Trakhren-
berg ““complained of discriminationinthe Soviet
Union and praised Western freedoms.” The
justice of her plea seems self-cvident, bur her
words conflict with a growing fendency in our
own country to denigrate the value of Western
frecdoms and to ignore the denial of those
freedoms in countries ruled by Communist
regimes, There are those who would have us
turn inward, to withdraw from the problems of
the international community and forget our moral
obligarions to so much of humanity. The brave
protests of Soviet Jews should awaken these
new isolarionists. .lust as the non-violent civil
rights movement brought home to a complacent
America the urgency of our racial problems
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and the necessity to resolve them peacefully,
so today the protests of Soviet.Jewsare remind-
ing many who would forget that the struggle
for freedom must continue cven behind the Iron
Currain,

Our nation must not repeat the mistakes rhat
have been made in the past. We saw the danger
signals coming out of Nazi Germany in the
1930’ s, We heard the cries for help. Bu
we did not act in 1ime. Now we can still act
in rimy,

I'he President can and should urilize all
available channels, formal and informal, to
convey our peosition that rhe Soviet governmeni
honor the words of its own constitution by
permitting rhe expression of ideas and
exercise of religion by all irs cirizens,

Moreover, the President can and should
demand of the Soviet government that it permit
its cirizens the right to emigrate 1o rhe coun-
tries of their choice as affirmed by the United
Nations Declaration of lluman Rights. I'he
right to free emigration is fundamental to human
liberty, It is a rragic crime for the Soviet ——
or any other -- government to imprison its
own citizens in a sociery where they canneither
practice their religion nor make their way 1o
countries where they might give full expression
to their religious and cultural identity,

In addition, our State Department should
take advantage of the presem session of  the
United Nations to raise in the General Assembly
the issue of the Sovier Union's violation of
the Declaration of Human Richts —- a declara-
tion that was unanimously adopted by the Unired
Nations.

I'hese proposals are embodied Ina resolution
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NEW YORK--A siudy mission of national
leaders involved with lladassah's Zionist Youth
Acrivities Department will leave for Israel
Sunday, Ocrober 17,

NEW YORK--Moving rapidly from the joynus

o the serious, the Student Struggle for Sovier
Jewry

actions in New York City.
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