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JERUSALEM SHRINES ACCESSIBLE TO ALL: ofEP IT THAT

NEW YORK
--Jewish lay and
rabbinical leaders
have charged “Impor-
tant segments®’ of
church leaders with ap-
plying a ‘*blatant double
standard’’ to the ques-
tion of Jerusalem, They
called for an urgent
meeting with Catholic,
Protestant and Moslem
leaders toavoid a ““rift"’
in interreligious rela-

(WNS)

tions, Rabbi Henry
Siegman, executive
vice-president of the

Synagogue Council of
America called Jeru-

salem “‘a perfect il-
lustration of how the
Christian theological

bias makes hollow any
insistence within
Christian leadership
that the Middle East

situation s to be
assessed on stricrly
political and moral
grounds.” He pointed

out that the ‘‘wanton
desecration of virtually
every Jewish shrine’
following the Jordanian
oCcupation of East
Jerusalem 19 years ago
brought forth no outery
from Christians, But

now that control has
reverted-to Israel and
the Shrines have become
accessible to all faiths,

‘“the Jewish presence is
considered offensive,"’

Philip M. Kluznick,
former American
representative to the
UN said ““any effort
made to force or sanc-
tions to divide Jeru-
salem will undoubtedly
be met by force,'’ Rabbi
Irving Lehrman, presi-
dent of the Synagogue
Council, said he had
issued invitations
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leaders for fraternal
discussions of ‘‘our
respective associations
with Jerusalem'' which
hopefully ““will lead to
a deeper and more re-
spectful understanding
of our respective in-
volvement,"”’
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