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NEW YORK-- Although
the median income level
of Jews in the Unired
States is above that of
the general population,
the proportionof people
below the poverty level
is as large among Jews
as among other major

religious and ethnic
groups. This was
reported by Mrs. Ann

G. Wolfe,

Relarions
Action

and Social
Department of
the American Jewish
Commirtee, in a recent
iddress to the Commit-

tee’'s Chicago Chapter,
Mrs, Wolfe explained
that a University of

had
per cent

Michigan study
shown that 42
of Jewish

incomes of $7.,500 or
more, compared 1o only
19 per cent of the gen-
eral population. How-
ever, she added, the
National Opinion Re-
search Survey on in-
come shawed thatr 15,3
per cent of Jewish

households had incomes

under $3,000 per year,

JIWS AS

program con-
sultant in the Intergroup

families had

compared to 15.6 per
cent of Catholic house-
holds and 22,7 per cent
Protestant. The figure
for poverty among Pro-
testants includes most
of the black poor in the
country.

Mrs. Wolfe estimated
that 700,000 to 800,000
lews inthe United States
subsist below the pov-
erty level, of a total of
somewhat over 5,000,
000 American Jews,

In her analysis, Mrs.
Wolfe explained thai
Jews ‘““are like anybody
else,’" and that the
Jewish poor face rhe
same hardships as do
others in the population,
Some of these include:
1. a certain proportion
of individuals with phy-
sical disabilities: 2,

emotional problems rhat
militate against econo-

mic productivity; 3.
limited education, which
in turn results in re-
duction of economic op-
portunity, especially
among the older gener-
ation and foreign born,
In addirion, Mrs, Wolfe
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(And we thought shopping centers were a new
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that
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POOR AS

continued, certain fac-
tors indigenous to the
Jewish community itself
make for poverty among
Jews:

l. The average age
level is higher among
Jews than among others
in the United Srates
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in their relatively high
poverty rate is Chas-
sidic  opposition to
birth control, with re-
sultant large families.

“In  Williamsburgh, in
New York City, the
median family size is

6.3 children, asopposed

because of a lowerbirth o the average Jewish

rate among Jews and family size of 2 chil-
because there isalower dren.'”” Mrs. Wolfe re-
death rate of Jews at ported. Williamsburgh

younger ages. ‘“One out

is the site of the largest
of 10 Jews is over the

concentration of the
age of 65,"" Mrs, Wolfe Chassidic communiry,
said, and in addition, #f whom there are

statistics on the 45-to-
64 age group indicate
““the Jewish population

80,000 in New York.
This group is the third
largest poverty group

in the next decade will {pn New York, Mrs. Wolfe
Continue to have an pointed out,
increasing proportion  Mrs., Wolfe cited Los

of older people.” Angeles, Miami, Phil-

2., Problems of job adelphia, and New York
and business discrim- as cities in which sur-
ination  still militate veys had indicated par-
against Jewish eco-

ticular pockets of pov-

nomic advancement at erry among Jews., In

cerrain levels of our |los Angeles, a 1969
society. srudy using materials
4. Certain segments from the Los Angeles
of the Jewish p"]pU]'&TIDI'l, C(‘}Ul‘ll’}" Depar[men[ of
such as the Chassidic Public Social Services
Orthodox community showed that R8.000 el-
largely centered in New derly Jews there re-
York, have problems ceive public assistance
that stem from their apd 18,306 indigent el-
own life-styles. Forex- derly Jews live in
ample, the Chassidim households with  in-
have '‘a built-in resis- comes of less than
rance [o secul;;r {;I‘duca- $4.000 a vear.

rion, arrcumariy a1 ; .

rhe hmhi school and col- In Miami Beach, a
lege levels. Few Chas- study done in the '\'m‘,"h
sidim have a college Be€ach communicy
degree - an impediment Showed that 40,000

people were clustered
in an area of some 30
square blocks. Of these,
per cent are over

to benefirting from the
economic aavantages
which higher education R0
normally bring,'" Inad-

dition, Jewish religious ??‘_JndTES Lde it
education drains the re- nL\:Ils . 6'193_\51‘;594.;:;—
sources of the Chassidic NEOIE: 131 94,2004

thousands are living on
less than $28 a week
for rent and food."'

In  Philadelphia, a
study by rthe Jewish
Employvment and Vo-
cational Service showed
that “‘about two-thirds
of the persons coming
for help with employ-
ment had incomes inthe
previous vear below
$2,600... Unemployed
Jews who came to this
agency reflect the same

Another factor
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problems that the poor
of any group have,"
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abilities, physical
handicaps, and limited
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