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SOVIET JEW ON TRIAL DEN

55 TR oo s

TEL AVIV (WNS)--
In a telephone conver-
sation with the news-
paper Maariv, Mrs, Eva
Butman denied that her
husband, Hillel, one of
the nine Jewish defen-
dants in the second
Leningrad trial, had
confessed to anti-Soviet

| activities and had im-

plicated his co-defen-
dants. “All we did,"
she said, ‘““was ask for
a permit to go to Is-
rael."”

Mrs. Burman wasre-
futing a reporty by Tass,
the Soviet news agency,
‘that Burman had con-
 fessed. In the report,
for the first time, Tass
said there were Israeli
conspirators in the al-
leged plot to hijack a
Soviet airliner last
summer,

As protest against
the new trial mounted
‘Jewish emigres from
the Sovier Union began
a series of demonstra-

tions throughout Israel
and Foreign Minister
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Knesset that efforts
were being made to mo-
bilize world .opinion

to secure the release of

,the imprisoned Jews,

(At the United Nations,

Israel Ambassador
Yosef Tekoah met with
UN Secretary General
U Thant to discuss the
trial and urge the need
for UN acrion. In the
UN Economic and Social
Council, Israel Ambas-
sador Jacob Barmore
called on the Soviet
Union to release the
imprisoned Jews and
take ““a more positive
stand towards their na-
tional aspirations,”
Barmore also charged
that Jews were being op-
pressed’ in Egypt, Sy-
ria, Iraq, and Libya
and that in Syria they
were being subjected
to ‘“Nazi restrictions'’
and threatened with ex-
tinction,)

(In the Unired States,
there were demonstra-
tions in Washingron,
Los Angeles and New
York., The American
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ionist Federation as-
sailed the trial as an
attempt ‘‘to deter the
Jews from requesting
permission to emigrate
to Israel” and from
““‘identifying themselves
as Jews.,” Twenty-five
hundred people demon-
strated in front of the
Soviet Mission to the
UN,
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