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TREE OF LIFE
(Continued from Page 1)
famous little
Chamonix,
tists,
had
‘But,

ed,

church at
Many ar-
including Matlase,
contributed worka,
Father,” | object-
know that | am
a Jew,' ‘I this fact
does not disturb you In
consldering the work,
it does not disturb us,’
he replied, This answer
pleased me very much,
and | sald that | would
think the matter over,
1 consider myselfl o be

a religious Jew, al-
though | am not a bi-
ROt.

“In 1947, when |

was In the U.5,, he came
from Canada to see me
again, | told him: ‘I'm
willing to do the sculp-
ture for you on oOne
condition. | want to put
a very large, clear In-
scription oh the statue,
that will be visible to
everyone,” ‘What Ia the
text?' he asked,

"1 wrote out the In-
scription; ‘Jacob Lip-
chitz, a Jew loyal to the
religion of his fore-
fathers, made this Holy
Yirgin for the sake of
better understanding
between human beings
,on the face of the earth,

so that the spirit may
prevail.” He read I,
put It In his pocket,

and sald he would think
about It., Months pagsed,
I thought that he hac
cided againat it. Then |
got & veary enthusiastic
letter asking me to pro-
ceed at once,

‘“1 worked on the
statue in New York and,
after a vyear It was
nearly finished., [ hen
a fire broke out in the

studlo, and the work was
destroyed, It was a
terrible Dblow to me,
Many Jews wrote to me;
‘You deserved ie.’
Others sent me money
to enable me to do the
work agains, which |
returnedy, | kept ask-

ing *Whyl has this hap-
pened toyme?’ And the
answer cime to me: It
was not gnough that I,

A Jew, was doing a
vislon !u‘f the Chris-
tians, | ad to carve a
vislon of what Judajlam
meant.

“For years | t‘.r‘w
sketches, Ihen |

r'“-“-----.mm-" o

changed them, |
carving statues in
void., | constantly made
and remade sketches,
without a commission,
without a site, without
Any assurance but my
own bellef that some day
that vision would exist
In bronze,

*Then came the 5ix
Day War and the re-
covery of Mount Scopus,
I'wo or three years ago
the Hadassah women
came to me, and asked
me whether | was pre-
pared to carve a statue
for Mount Scopus. |
saild that I would be
delighted, provided |1
was allowed to do what-
ever | wanted. |1 ex-
plained my vision, and
they agreed.”’

S0 his vision had
found a home?

""Exactly. | see the
hand of God in what hap-
pened, The history of
Mount Scopus, the land-
scape, the way in which
the site has come to the

was
the
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finish
right,'

Diffidently 1 wonder
whether it would be pos-
sible to publish in The
Jerusalem Post a copy
of one of his sketches,

“Come to see me in
Italy in seven or eight
months’ time. [ should

have something you can
print by then.

Is he sarisfied with
the siting of the sratue
and the ather arrange-
ments?

“1 came here two
years ago and we picked
a site, with which | was
very happy. Then Mrs,
Rebecca Shulman of
Hadassah sent me a
message: the architect,
Jacob Rechter, wanted
to change the site, to
allow for the future de-
velopment of the area,
and she was not happy
about his choice, I was
very bothered abourt it,
so I came again, We
all mer, and chose more
or less the original site,

the work all

statue - certainly It "Now everything is per-
must be the hand of fect, To tell you the
God."’ truth, the history and the

What form will the landscape ‘‘fit insowell

statue take?
the theme?

“It {8 my interpre-
tation of our fate, Out
of Zloh will come the
Law,"”

How long will
carving take?

‘“Perhaps three
years, Who knows? |
told the Hadassah wo-
men not to bother  me
with dates, All 1 can
promise is rthat | will
give the work every-
thing 1 have."’

his year Mr, Lip-
chitz will be B80. Does
he feel up to the prodi-
glous amount of work in-
volved In carving 8o
huge a statue?

““Certainly it is not
easy to work, high in
the alr, When | work
I feel tired. When 1
don't work | fee] sick,
It I8 better to betlred."”

Michelangelo, 1 re-
call, went on working
harder thanever into his
nineties,

‘““Ah, Michelangelo
- he was a superman.
If you want to compgre
me to him, | will have
to live to be 200, 1
told the ladies of Hadas-
sah not toworry, | would

What is

the
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B that
§ crown of my work. I

with what I have been
dreaming for 25 years
that 1 am a little bit
afraid. 1 don't think I'l]
be able to do it all a-
lone. But | know the
Almighty will help me."’

Will the work be ab-
strace?

‘““All art is abstract,
Abstraction meanstak-
ing away, Youwillpever
find a work of art ‘which
is exactly like life."

He has spoken of
himself repeatedly as a
religious Jew, yet he is
a sculptor, Does he not
see some contradiction?

““Certainly not. It
is forbidden to imitate
exactly the work of our
Lord, That is what the
ban against the making
of graven images
means, It is forbidden
to worship anything
other than the Lord. |
agree absolutely with
laws of Moses, but there
have been wrong inter-
pretations. Did not our
ancestors carve thera-
bernacle and the Tem-
ple? I hope - 1 am sure
- that my sculpture is
kasher. | did not come
out of the air, I am
a Jew."

Does he see this

rk as the summation

of his creations until

now?

“Yes, you can
this will

say
be the

have a few things to
finish, but the Tree of
Life will dominate my
whole existence for the
next three or four years.
The Hadassah ladies
will have to pray for

JUST SOUTH OF DESERT INN HOTEL

AND WE DO IT

FRIDAY, FEB. 26, 1971 |

We clean
draperies others
wouldn’t touch.

Safely and quickly.

jer

MORE THAN C enlll

-SAVING IN COST UNDER
ANYONE ELSE IN TOWN

Draperies
cleaned without
-~ Worry.

New patented dry-cleaning method uses no liquid-so soft,
so gentle, it's safe even for priceless Belgian lace! Yet so
amazingly effective we can guarantee your complete satis-
faction with our cleaning or you pay nothing.

MONEY BACK
GUARANTEE

ALSO LOWEST PRICES ON BED SPREADS,
LANKETS,SCATTERRUGS,DECORATOR PILLOWS;

SPECIAL OFFER
MONDAYS
TUESDAYS
WEDNMESDAYS

BUD SHIFFMAN'S

(LAS VEGAS BUSINESSMAN OVER 15 YEARS)
A NEW SAFE METHOD IN DRAPERY CLEANING

ok~

DRAPERY CLEANING

1436 E. CHARLESTON

(1 BLOCK EAST OF HUNTRIDGE THEA.)

9 k] '

°




