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views with greatest b.xubmcm)n the progressive
legislation he -)pn...mred that ‘““means so much
to the hopes and aspirations of human beings
such as the old-age pension, minimum wage,
medicare, the voring rights act, and the 18-year-
old vote"'.

Although the Speaker refused to play favorites
when asked which Administration did the most
for America -- he's been in Congress since
Calvin Coolidge-- he singled out the Roosevelr
Administration as the most challenging.

‘““America was. in despair when Roosevelr
was elected,'” he recalled, ‘‘Had he wanted
ta, he could have become an absolute dictator,
but he did not. He was an amazing man. He
gave strong leadership. Heelecrrified the people
and gave them hope and confidence in their
government,'”

Asked for the advice he would give ro fresh-
men Congressmen, John McCormack said that
his 42 years on Capirol Hill proved rthat a
member of the legislative body should become
a profound student of rules of the House of
Represcniatives,

“In time he will be recognized as a very
able parliamentarian and immediately his pres-
tige increases in rhe minds of his colleagues
without regard to party.”'

He also said that being a legislator is hard
work and one must drive hard, “‘No matier
how long one is in Congress, he can always
learn,”’ he said. ‘'Even with all myyears here,
and 1've been a student of it all my life, 1
still learn each day."’

Although McCormack has nevertraveled out-
side of the United States, he has had a decided
influence on Americnn foreign policy. His
greatest concern in the world arena today is
in the Middle East. He sees the Moslems,
blinded by rtheir hatred of Israel. becoming
captives of Russia,

‘The issue is not just of Israel. but the
fact that the Arab States may awake to find
themselves imprisoned as Russian satellites,”’
he said. ““They should remember what happened
to Czechoslovakia when it anrempted to assert
its independence,'

“The Russians are gradually breaking down
the Arabs’ historic desire for freedom, which
is rooted in their religion, by sending military
aid and assistance, technicians and fighting
forces to the Middle Easr under the guise of
anti-Zionism,

““The real goal of communism istodominate
the world, Their whole purpose is to isolare
America from the rest of the world."

McCormack sees Soviet expansion in the
Middle East as a threat ro the United States,
because it seals off a large and important
part of the world from Western influence.

He is of the opinion that American response
should be action which continuously assures the
integrity and safety of Israel, and makes clear
America’s determination to thwart Soviet cxpan-
s510n,

‘“The best chance for peace in the Middle
East lies wirth direct negotiations berween the
adversaries,'’ he said,

He envisions viable agreements berween the
Arab srates and lsrael resulting from rer-
ritorial concessions by Israel in exchange for
meaningful Arab acrions reflecting peaceful in-

tentions rtowards the Jewish state.

““Until peace comes,"' he said, '“it's in our
national interest to see lsrael strong just as
it is in the national interest of the State itself.”
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