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Bible. Supernatural, Jews

(EDITORS NOTE: We remember McCandlish
Phillips as a rtall, gangling farm youngster
working as a copy boy on the N, Y. Times. He
caprured the respect of veteran newsmen with
a remarkable insight and outstanding reporting
talent, He exposed a Bar Mitzvah boy as a
violent American Nazi. His new book hits a
vital menace to American young Jewry.)

A sudden and widespread increase of occult
and mystical practices inthe United States poses
a particular danger to young Jews, a New York
City newspaper reporter contends in a new book
that examines the effects of these phenomena
upon young people.

Examining the swift rise of public interest
in such rhings as clairvoyance, psychicism,
necromancy, astrology and witchcraft, the writer
warns, ‘‘Young Jews, adrifr from their heritage.

need 1o become aware of the destruction rthat
they may incur to their minds, their bodies
and their souls by any traffic with these in-

ventions,"’

So writes McCandlish Phillips in““The Bible,
the Supernatural, and the Jews,' published in
December (1970).

The reporter undertook the book because of
repeated encounters, in the course of his work,
with young people who had suffered severe
nervous and mental breakdowns because of their
involvement--sometimes only a passing brush--
with the drug culture and with one form of
occultism or another.

Phillips, a reporter on the staff of The
New York Times since 1955, has won four
professional prizes for excellence in news
writing, and is perhaps best known for his
1965 expose' of Daniel Burros, the Jewish
Nazi, a young man who denied his heritage
to become a member of the American Nazi
Party and New York State head of the Ku
K lux K lan,

Burros' career in spreading viciously anti-
Semitic hate literature ended violently after the
secret of his Jewish origin and upbringing was
uncovered by the Times.

Phillips warns young Jews, ““You should not
permit yourself to be drawn into aninvolvement
with occultism, even in a tentative and purely
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experimental way, without knowing that it is the occult. He took a deep di» -
possible for you to step over a threshold and some marijuana,..suffered rw
past a door that will slam shur on vou as soon downs He lost his hold or
as you stand on the far side of it--slam shut unrealits tha seized his
so tight that nothing you can do can get thar especizlly preposrerous kir
door open again so thar you can get back our. ““Six months ag 5 ecrive

““That does happen. | have seen it happen,’” human being r nacits
he says, ""For some, a single experiment, nd i ative N o 2
entered into in a casual or ignorant way, is warped {ndividua = » he
enough to set them on a course of men r { rmer excelle
spiritual ruination.'" Such an experiment can While -,.\‘-5--- Ing against false Suters . —
be particularly devastaring to a YOung Jew Phillips points ut T the \ible places
Phillips finds, because it represents a radical 31 2 emphasis or extends ar ¥ r
departure from Hehraic imperarives reaching L geny r " ral exis 2 ; : 8
back to Moses and the |_aw, propt el g ITe s the promise

The writer explains that ‘‘the supernarural S ’- and vour daughters 8%all nrooh
1S an enormously potent realm'  with powers 1d mer shal _.'r'c-u.ar‘ Areams. vour
at least as great and laws as severe as those st see vis g ' -
governing electricity--therefaore not ar all saf [he Bible is & safe. sure & 10 the Suner
for blind or uninformed tests, natura i —— “Hy he '

F'he 363-page book, 1ssued hy the Warld woTds We car dist JSE that whi will
Publishing Company (at $8.95), is aimed pri- 2o0d fram that which wi
marily at persuading young people to see | 3 ~ :
occult practices for what thev are and ro qurr - t - {
decisively from them to the (God of Israel from *hat star - % | Ittmate make
and to the Scriptures. ! ripe finF arctatnrshiy ' ”

A scholar hasdescribed the Amer colleg ‘ T ' r
campus as “‘a disasrer rea for Jludaism: now 37 wrirk 10 NTATER, Wit? Sroe
Phillips explains why this is so, and he spells feure f mublic accs Cé are suff e
out what the supernatural and the occult have  slurige t5is ratior firet tnware as !
to do with the ""ger 3t g2 r : {

For the book, Ilips searchs " r W 3 +
and the prophets and he ¢ ence =
specific reference from the res la K tF RS !
the most solemn prohihitions a ccultisr e : w?
and false religious practices upar Jew 4 y . : : :
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"1f Jewish students and Jewish parents knew Iy chanter rirled rugs and 1he e
what the Bible laid down concerning the SUpe T - natur o B - = ‘.‘_:. - Wi
natural, and why, it would help them e Or jirec S1e -Mq- ; 5 ;’. ;;--...w-- e
guard against that which is deadly in i, e |8 { certair rugs and the .P.v(-— G
writes, 1 relan '-vil a- _-‘ -a»_ :' i T

The author does ot SK readers rags suct g 8 3 4 e e C ed o -
his assertions a1 face value Oy C nparing SUDE "'3 _'h 5 § 5 y = "‘_ the
Biblical accounts with the acrual experiences of R ,* SEET SR e ' 3 '
young people he has met, he helps the reader r telts &f vywers and es
to see that what the Bible savs is strongls T T S V. AeeErmrer e SZea
confirmed by results in human lives, 1 Amert h,._- 5 ..-,. o o & ar «'..- & h,,.;

“Twa months ago | watched in cl seuf 1TE U k _ e e --h,- ':--Cr‘ r
daisintegration of a young Jew who went out of § what LieE Behihd then -..‘.t.-h i 5
his mind as the direct an bl 3 ntelilg i

of having watched and Indian

he writes. “*That gave hi
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