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Riles i, Radferty Our

By ROBERT E, SEGAI

A huge number of people stood firm wirtt
Max Rafferty in the recent Californiaelection--
2,681,831, They knew they could count on him
to be high on their concept of patriotism.
State Superintendent of Public Instruction,
used a darling little red schoolhouse as his
campaign symbol when he first ran back ar
1962; and later on, he said among, oh, so many
other stirring rthings, that the kids should be
singing ““You're A Grand Old
““Yankee Doodle Boy'' in the schools,

So here Max Rafferty had better than two
and a half million voters behind him: and yet
he was knocked out of his elective educatianal
office. H e was the loser to his black assis-
tant, Wilson Riles, who gor 3,156,144 votes.

It's pretty hard to know just why Educartor
Riles beat Educator Rafierty. Raffertyv fans
had maintained that the reading scores of man)
of California’s 5,000,000 boys and girls were
improving. But Riles" backers insisted that
education was going downhill under Rafferty,

The issue may have been that simple; bui
the Rafferty story seems more complex thar
that to a lot of people who have followed his
career with fascination. For Max Raffertv i
a true-blue American, a super-duper tub
thumper for the stars and stripes and prayer
in the public schools.

You always knew where Max Raflerty stood.
Way back in 1961, when he had been made
superintendent of the L.a Canyada, California,
school system, near Pasadena (reimember the
battle over the school curriculum there?), he
was asked to make a speech. le ler fire
both barrels on parriotism and found
in the Reader's

He has been a wow on the
circuit. Long before Spiro Agnew 1ok to
minting and merchandising cute cliches, Max
Rafferty was bringing the silent munchers
their feet with his blood-tingling appeals |
a more moral America,

In the mind of Max Rafferty, the man who
still stands out as the greatest educator of
the 20th Century is the late Walt Disney, Max
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