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Moces bew W achman

A GREAT SCHOLAR, A HUMBLE MAN

By Rabbi Samuel Silver

The year 1970 marks the 600th anniversa ry of the death
of one of the giants of Judaism.

He was Moses ben Nachman, known as Nachmanides,
He is not to be confused with Maimonides, who lived
earlier age,

Nachmanides was respected for his vast scholarship
He helped to create what is know: as the Golden Age of
Spain, an epoch of great literary creativity of a spiri-
tual nature,

Many of the ideals which we take for granted today were
expounded by Nachmanides for both Jews znd nonJ WS,
The value system of the Talmud, which contains wavs for
enriching life and human relationships is something he
elaborated on in glittering literary productions,

When the Church challenged Judaism, Nachmanides be-
came a gladiator on behall of his people, He engaged a
Christian divine in a debate, He so impressed his Christ-
lan audience with his learning that the King him-elf

awarded him a prize, Later Nachmanides went to Pal-
estine to live,
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In a tribute to Nachmanides, Rev, Mare Angel, inthe
bulletin of the Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue of New
York City, quotes just one statement by the great sage
demonstrating how humble he was in spite of his v
knowledge,

The scholar was giving guidance t
letter he wrote as follows
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"All vour words should be

Sid pleasantly,.,
“You should

consider every man to be gr
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vourself,
“If he is wiser and richer, certainly vou owe him
respect.
“If he is poorer and less wise, think in vour heast
how m'ich more innocent he is then vou.
“For If he should sin, he sins elther because e

or \gnorance drove him to error.

‘But {f vou sin vou have fot His exeyse:s

"Think about your words carefully before o
them",

Nachmanides was one of vour cultural ! rhed
should m.ke us proud to know that we d nt f
of such greatness of m'nd and humility of < Irit
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