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Passover Feature

IN HONOR OF PASSOVER, WHICH COMMEMORATES &
THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE LIBERATION OF THE @
I[SRAELITES FROM EGYPTIAN BONDAGE, THE LAS
VEGAS ISRAELITE WILL PUBLISH A SERIES OF
B FEATURES, THIS YEAR THE PASSOVER FESTIVAL
QIS INAUGURATED AT SUNDOWN ON THE EVENING
QOF M

ONDAY, APRIL 20, AND ENDS ON APRIL 28, @

LR DR DE DR e e

Where e We Going?

by Joan Silberstein

In a tiny Polish village which doesn’t exist any more,
a four-year-old child once set out every day, long before
dawn, for cheder. A lantern nearly as big as himself
swung from one hand to light the path, The dark didn’t
scare the boy and he endured the snowy, cutting winds
of winter without thought. Just two things mattered:
he was Jewish and he would grow up to be a rabbl,

The path in the village in Poland that led to chedar
brought Isadore Koplovitz, my grandfather, to America
where he did, in fact, become a rabbi. For thirty years,
he went wherever there was a congregation that needed
him, With his wife and three children, he went to the
lews huddled In small clumps across the barren plains
of Kansas, He went to the Jews scattered by the handful
through Georgia, and then moved up through the mid-
west o the iron and copper country of northern Michigan,

[ think the most remarkable thing that ever happened
to my grandfather was what happened when he couldn’t
be a rabbi any more, After thirty years of wandering,
after thirty years of being so poor the children never
had a store-bought toy, my grandmother planted her feet
finally and sald, ‘‘Isadore, I can't stand it any more,

Dan't be a rabbi, Be something else,””

To keep pedace in the house and to hold the family
together, my grandfather went out to sell Insurance,
fhat was how he came to settle down in Detroit and to
earn enough money, for the first time in his life, to

.-.-.--------.----.--.----------..---------.---------.---

At

1440 L.V. Blvd. No. P.O. Box 560

gt it et LS

LAS YEGAS ISRAELITE

support his family, But selling insurance nearly broke
my grandfather’s spirit, A rabbi is what he was,

So, at night when he finished work and on the Sabbath,

he walked out miles to the Polish neighborhood in De-
troit to preach, without pay, to people who needed him.
Many came because he was a hah-kham, a man wise in
the study of the Bible, the Torah, the Talmud, Many
came because he gave of himself, asking nothing in re-
turn., There was no synagogue, only the empty spaces
In the aisles of a Polish-Jewish general store where,

during the day, working men bought clothes and women
came for sundries and yard goods,

All this seems to make a difference between my grand-

- father and many rabbis of 1970, particularly the con-

servative and reformed rabbis. To me, many modern
American rabbis are corporate businessmen --- dis-
quised as rabbis,

And all this seems to make a difference, too, between
the congregations of 1870 and many congregations of
1970, Many congregations of second and third genera-
tion American Jews are, I think, congregations of nearly
assimilated, nearly Christians -- disguised as Jews,

If we have come to this in the name of progress, then
where are we going as Jews? And why?

NEW YORK -- A 60 page ‘‘Guide to Israel Programs,”
listing seventy-six summer, six month and year round
programs in Israel open to Americans, has been pub-
lished by the American Section of the Jewish Agency for
Israel. Twenty-five thousand copies of the pamphlet have
been made available to rabbis, Jewish educators, com=
munity centers and youth groups, Zionist organizations,
English-Jewish publications, religious schools, libraries
and others, Individual copies of the ‘‘Guide to Israel Pro-
grams' are available at a cost of twenty-five cents to
cover handling charges from the Publications Depart-

ment, Jewish Agency-American Section, 515 Park Avee
nue, New York City, 10222,

NEW YORK ~- The International Credit Card Cor-

poration, Carte Blanche, has extended its services to Is-
rael,
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Passover
GREETINGS

To Our Friends and Customers

Charleston Plaza
Shopping Center

NEVADA'S LARGEST SHOPPING CENTER
ALL UNDER ONE ROOF

1800 E. Charleston Blvd.
384-0981

ELSIE GOLDSWORTHY, MGR,
Charleston Plaza Shopping Center

RICHARD GOLDSWORTHY, PRES,
Charleston Plaza Merchants Inc.

TO ALL OUR

JEWISH FRIENDS
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FRIDAY, APRIL 17, 1970
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