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PEACE ENVOY

(Continued from Page 1)
Knesset debate over the mat-
ter Foerign Minister Abba
Eban declared that it was
unrpecedented to force a
sovereign state to be repre-
sented by a2 person who re-
jects the basic tenets of its
policy.

JERUSALEM (WNS) ==
The Israeli Government has
turned down a bid to have
Dr. Nachum Goldman, head
of the World Jewish Con-
gress, visit Cairo at the
suggestion of the Egyptian
Government as an imofficial
Israell representative. The
Cabinet said that Israel con-
tinued to suppqrtdirecttalks
with the Arabs but that it
would choose who its re-
presentatives would be, Dr,
Goldman has to post within
the Israeli Government and
has often taken positions
opposing Government policy.

Premier Meir in a public
appearance warned against
an “Nlusionary peace
sought by sympathetic per-
sons. While not specifically
mentioning Dr. Goldmann,
she said that “‘an untrue
peace Is more dangerous
than no peace at all and
leads directly to another
war."

The thrust of the official
action was directed at the
fact that Egypt wanted Dr,
Goldmann, rather thanan of-
ficlal Israelirepresentative,
to be the first contact be=
tween the two natioms. Dr.
Goldmann, it was pointed otu,
beld no official position in
the Government and has op=
posed many policies of the
coalition government,

Dr. Goldman has declined
to say who specifically suf-
gested that he meet with
President Nasser but it was
known that non-Arab con-
tacts friendly with the Egyp-
tian leader had advcaned the
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idea. Dr, Goldmann said he
had not asked to be appoint-
ed an as Ambassador Extra-
ordinary and he didn’t ask
for Mrs. Meir’s approval,
He only wanted the Govern-
ment to be aware of his ac-
tion but the Premier took it
upon herself to bring it be-
fore the Cahinet for official
action,

Israeli leaders contended
that just letting Dr. Gold-
mann go to Cairo would have
resulted in fact sanction of
the visit, This wuold have
been complicated by the WIC
leaders’ differing views on
what policy Israel would pur-
sue toward peace with the
Arabs, It wasargued thatany
statement of view expressed
by Dr. Goldmann -- and Is-
raeli officials contended that
he was not the type to just
listen -- would be picked up
by Egypt and misrepresent-
ed &s a point of departure
for negotiations.

The Knesset supported the
Cabinet’s action by approv-
ing by 2 65-5vote Mr. Eban's
statement explianing why the

r=__—

Government rejected
Goldmann visit,

But some Israeli opposi-
tion leaders and many cit-
izens contended that the Gov-
ernment missed a chance to
open peace talks with Egypt.
The viewpoint presented in
editorials, voiced in the
Knesset and in demon-
stration was that the Cabi-
net had mishandled the en-
tire affair, that Dr. Gold-
mann's visit committed [s-
rae] to nothing and wasworth
the gamble that the Arabs
couls use it to their advan-
tage and that hte Cabinet
could not decide onany issue
Involving negotiations with
the Arabs because the min-
ute a dectsion was made,
the big coalition would fall
apart,

(Western newsmen re-
ported from Cairo that Mr,
Nasser hadadvanced the {dea
of the visit on the basis
of aremark by Premier Meir
that she was prepared toend
the coalitiontoachieve peace
in the Mideast. She had made
such a remark last month
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in observing that the coalf- iU

tion partners had opposite
ideas on peace and that once
peace talks began with the
Arabs the nation’sunity Gov-
ernment would fall because
of the opposite positions held
by such different parties i.
the coalition as Mapam a
Gahal. The former |s i-"!-
ist and favors returning
much of the occupied lands
to the Arabs while the lat-
ter Is nationalistic and wants
to hold all the new terri-
tories, )
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