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AJC CLAIMS GERMAN PASSION PLAY OPENING MAY 18 IS STILL HOSTILE

NEW YORK: The 1970
production of the Oberam-
mergau Passion Play, sche-
duled to open in Germany on
May 18, will contain fewer
overtly anti-Jewish refer-
ences than did the 1960 ver-
sion, but the pageant re-
mains fundamentally hostile
to Jews and Judaism,

This is the overall finding
of a comparative content an-
alysis of the 1960 and 1970
scripts, just completed by
the American Jewish Com-
mittee and made public by
its President, Philip E, Hoff-
man,

The results of these
textual studies - believed
to be the first systematic,
line-by-line contentanalysis
of the Oberammergau play
to be undertaken in this
country -- were communi-
cated to West German ecc-
lesiastical and governmental
authorities by the American
Jewish Committee, which
plans to publish the analysis
shortly in German, French,
Spanish, and English,

While many grossly anti-
Jewish words and passages
have been removed in re-
vising the pageant for this
yvear’s performances, other
equally objectionable mater-
ial has been left in, the study
concludes, Moreover, the
study finds that the entire
story line and the under-
lying conceptions of the play,
unchanged in the new ver-
sion, clearly violate the
policy adopted in 1965 by
Vatican Council I in its
Declaration on Non-Christ-
fan Religions,

“That Vatican action,”
Mr. Hoffman recalled today,
“‘adopted as it was by the

overwhelming majority of

the Council Fathers, repud-
iated any form of Christian
teaching that would perpe-
tuate the myth of collective
Jewish guilt for the death
of Jesus, and any corollary
teachings that would directly
or indirectly nurture hatred
or prejudiceagainstthe Jew-
ish people or Judaism,”’

Both during and after Vat-
ican Council NI, American
Jewish Committee repre-
sentatives discussed the
issue of anti-Jewish refer-
ences in the Oberammergau
Passion Play text with a
number of church and go-
vernment officials, among
them Julius Cardinal Dop-
fner, Archbishop of Munich
and Freising (the Archdio-
cese in which Oberammer-
gau is located) and Presi-
dent of the Roman Catholic
Episcopacy of Germany;
Archbishops Franziskus
Cardinal Konlg of Vienna
and Leo Jozef Cardinal Su-
enens of Malines and Brus-
sels; the late Augustin Car-
dinal Bea in Rome, the chief
architect of the Vatican
Council’s Declaration on
Non-Christian Religions;
and Kurt George Kiesinger,
former West German Chan-
cellor, All of them, Mr, Hoff-
man stated, have at various
times Indicated a desire to
purge the play of its anti-
Jewish references,

Mr. Hoffman added that the

1970 text did not bear out
the claim, made recently
by Oberammergau officlals
responsible for the pageant,
that the new text merely
followed the obligatory Gos-
pel reports of the Passion.
On the contrary, the AJC
study continues, the script
stil]l abounds with distortions
of Seriptural passages and

with  non-Scriptural ele-
ments,
The American Jewish

Committee's study con-
cludes that the Oberammer-
gau pageant remains ‘‘per-
vaded by an anti-Jewishbias
which not only distorts the
facts of Jesus’ history but
also obscures those pass-
ages of the New Testament
that offer a basis for bha-
lanced and positive images
of Jews and Judaism.,”
Moreover, the study adds,
the 1970 version of the pa-
geant ‘‘retains a negative
picture of first-century Jud-
aism, presents an invidious
portrayal of the Jewish
people as Jesus’ opponents,
and shifts the responsibility

Mke |ns Now|
ATTEND

COMBINED

JEWISH
APPEAL

TRIBUTE
DINNER

Colored - Smoked

—~—

-

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL

MIRRORS

Cleor & Antique

COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

GLASS
COMPANY

REFLECTIVE GLASS
TINTING FILM

SUN-X A

« PATIOS ENCLOSED
» SHOW CASES
+ STORE FRONTS

» Qbscure

INSURANCE REPLACEMENTS
CONTRACT GLAZING

PLATE WINDOW

= SLIDING DOORS & WINDOWS
CUSTOM SHOWER & TUB ENCLOSURES

382-4470 - 382-4807

1712 WESTERN - LAS VEGAS

for deciding on the cruci-

lousAffairs Department of sultant on Rellgious 'u'?-'i
fixion from Pontius Pflate the American Jewish Com- culum to LTF American Jew-
to the Juwish people. In mittee, directed by Rabbl is Committee.
doing so, the play resists Marc H, Tanenbaum, The - o
any serious accommodation Marc H. Tanenhaum. The [F YOUR BUSINESS CAN-
to the scholarly findings of 1960 script was analyred NOT “"O.RD T.O ALy
contemporary authoritative by Mrs, Judith H. Bank; TISE THEN ADVERTISE IT
Biblical and historical re- Associate Director, the 1970 FOR SALE IR TEE LAS
search." version by Dr. Gerald VEGAS ISRAELITE.

The content analysis was

Strober, a Presbvterian ed-
conducted by the Interrelig-

_ Y Israelite Ads Paoy
ucator who serves as (

Oll=

MAXIE’S BACK
AT LOVELAND'S DISCO MART

(Formerely Loveland's)
SOMERSET SHOPPING CENTER

(Convention Center Drive Between Stardust and Landmark)

BACKSTAGE DELI OPEN 8 A.M. TO MIDNIGHT

Featuring Quality Kosher and Kosher Style Products

THIS WEEK SPECIAL

LUNCH FOR FOUR

|'B‘PASTRAMl

6 KAISER ROLLS

2 KOSHER PICKLES
1 LB. POTATO SALAD

(Or Cole Slaw)

-$3.29

KOSHER & KOSHER-STYLE PARTY
CATERING  735-8366

A COMPLETE AND
FULL LINE

OF SMOKED FISH AND DAI-
RY PRODUCTS FEATURING
HEBREW NATIONAL, SINAI
48, KOSHER ZION AND EC-
KERS A-1 KOSHER PROD-
UcTsS BAGELS, ROLLS,
FRESH RYE AND PUMPER-
NICLE DELIVERED DAILY,
ALSO FRESH DANISH A
FINE SELECTION OF IMPOR-
TED AND DOMESTIC CHEES-

JEWISH
rmml-unmv?@v APPEAL
382- 66]7 DINNER

LOVELAND’S DISCO MART IS NOW OPEN 8 A.M. TO MIDNIGHT

ACE
INTERIORS

COMBINED

JEWISH
SINCE 1963 APPEAL
COMPLETE CUSTOM DINNER
UPHOLSTERY BY SKILLED
CRAFTSMEN AT REASONABLE EAESAR S St
PRICES, MAY 28

CUSTOM MADE DRAPERIES

Full Selection of Fabrics
& Vinyl to Choose from

Estimates in Your
Home Without Obligation
EVENINGS - SATURDAY - SUNDAY

8Y APPOINTMENT
NAUGAHYDE

Semng Las ngdhlmh Las Vupu CAESARS PALACE

4 Western Ave.
"‘"‘Y and Harry Andarson, Owners




