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To the Editor:
In The B'nai B'rith Messenger of

Feb. 6. 1970, Rabbi Eichhorn, au-

thor of a volume that deals with
the problem of conversion and im-
termarriage, stated that according
to the Halacha, the children of the
Israeli I.t. Com. Benjamin Shalit
are Jewish although their mother
in not Jewish; and neither she or
her children were converted to
Judaism He bases his ruling upon
the Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh Deah,
chapter 268, Section 11. He ciles
the above section as follows: “One
who has been living for a long
time in the Jewish community and
who declares: 'l was born as a non-
Jew and 1 became a Jew simply
by living a Jewish life and I con-
sitder both my children and myself
to be Jlewy is not considered to be
a Jew. but his children are con
sidered 10 be Jews"™

I wish to state that the entire
citation is misconstrued and misin
terpreled In order to understand
the text of the Shulchan Aruch,
one has to study first the Talmud,
the source from which the Law is
taken The Talmudic source from
this section of the Shulchan Aruch
is taken from the Talmud, Yebam-

oth 47a Our Rabbis taught: And
judge righteously between a man
and his brother, and the proselyte

that is with him; from this text
did B Judah deduce that a man
who becomes a proselyte (who had
been circumcised and performed

the prescribed ablution) in the,

npresence of a Beth Din is deemed
to be a proper proselyte; bul he
who does so privately is no prose
Ivte (as a judicial matter requires
a Beth Din, so does the initiation
of a proselvie)

has children, and says: I became
a proselyte privately. We trust him
to disqualify himself. but we do

not trust him to disqualify his
children'”

And so also brings the Shuchan
Aruch in Yoreh Deah, chapter 268,
section 11, “If one who was known
as a Jew says, ‘'l became a prose-
lyte privately’ (not before a Beth
Din). If he has children, he is not

It once happened that a man
iwho was known as a Jew and was
muarried 1o a Jewess — Tosafol)

e before Rabbi Judah and told

him  “1 have become a proselyte
nrivillely iNot before a Beth Din,
anil therefore he is not a Jew)
Have vou wilnessess,” Rabbl Ju-
duh asked “No." the man replied,
You are trusted.” the Master said
to him “as far as your own dis-
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qualification is concerned, but you
cannot be relied upon to disqualify
your children.” (And we maintain,
therefore, that your children were
born from a Jewish mother and al-
so from a Jewish father). This rul-
ing of Rabbi Judah, is brought by
the Rambam as a law in the Yad
Hachazaka. Hilchot Isurei Biah
chapter 13, section 8, the rule
reads as follows: “If one is married
to a Jewess or to a proselyte, and

trusted to disqualify his children.
but he is trusted to disqualify him-
self "

We say we do not trust him to
disqualify his children and since
his mother was Jewish, we main-
without any blemish, However, in
the case of Lt. Com. Benjamin Sha-
lit's children, whose mother was
not born Jewish, and neither she
nor her children converted to
Judaism, though the father is a
Jew. the children are not Jewish
as it is ruled in the Mishneh Kid-

ushin 66 B and in Rambam Hilchot

Isurei Biah Chapter 15, Section 4,
and in the Shulchan Aruch, Eben
Haezer Chapter 8. Section 5.

RABBI SAMUEL H. KATZ
Av, Beth Din,
labhlnlcll Council of
Clllfornll.

Make Plans Now _

ATTEND
COMBINED

JEWISH
APPEAL

- TRIBUTE

Dear Mr, Tell:

B’mai B’rith Public Rela-
tions has enjoyed 2 com-
plimentary subscription to
the Las Vegas Israelite for
several years,

We recently received a
subscription renewal form.
May we assume We can dis-
regard it and continue tore-
ceive the Israselite,

Yours truly,

Gary Gobetz

(Wash,, D.C,)

(ED, NOTE: You may, and
we hope you continue to en-
joy our small offering.J.T.)

Dear Jack:

Thank you for your won=
derful support of the movie
Benefit, It was very succe
essful,

I will contact you when
the commitiee meets with
UN.L.V. for the Bernice
Schiffman Scholarship Fund,

Toby Artman

(B’nai B’rith Women)

i

LA. JEWS

LOS ANGELES (WNS) —
The Jewish population
growth of greater Los An-
geles, which grew at a high
rate during the 1940s and
early 1950s, has slowed
down and the decline is
expected to continue due
to a lower rat of out-of-town
arrivals and a drop in the
Jewish birthdrate. A Jewish
Federation-Council execu-
tive reported that between
1959-1964, the area's Jew-
ish population went from
404,000 to 508,000, a 20,-
000 a year increase. This
rae slowed to around 7,000
a year by 1967 when the
population figure was 527,
000 and the 1969 total of
533,000 represents a further
slowdowmn.

PEACE FAST

WASHINGTON (WNS) —
Clergy and Laymen Con-
cerned About Vietnam has
called for a national fast
during Lent and Passover
as part of the anti-war ef-
fort. A continuous fast and
vigil in front of the White
House to start on Ash Wed-
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MEIER PRES.OF TOLEDO MINING

Prominent Nevadan John H,
Meier hasbeenelected pres-
ident of Toledo Mining Dom=
inicanas, C. Por A., 2 Dom~
inican Republic subsidiary
of Toledo Mining Co.

In making the announce-
ment, Anthony G, Hatsis,
president of the parent com=
pany, cited Meier’s exten-
sive background inbusiness,
mining, and the scientific

community as *‘invalnableto

the program of exploration
and development planned in
the Dominican Republic.”
Meier also serves aspres-
ident of the non-profit Nev-
ada Environmental Founda-
tion, with headquarters in
Las Vegas. Previously he
was affiliated with Hughes-
Nevada Operations, where
he was executive aide to
industrialist Howard Hu~
ghes, In that capacity he
was responsible for acquir-
ing more than 1,600 mining
claims in Nevada.

JOHN
— B o
Mefer is a special consult-
ant to President Nixon’s En=
vironmental Quality Ad-
visory Committes and was
recently honored by Presi-
dent Joaquin Balaguer of the
Dominican Republic with the
Christopher Columbus Aw-
ard for his many ecological
accomplishments,

OBSERVE CENSUS DAY APRIL 1

Census Day is April ],
and we need your assistance
in bringing the 1970 Decen-
nial Census to the attention
of the American people since
each household will play a
major role, The Census
needs the willing coopera-
tion and full support of each
individual,

Census questionaires will
be delivered by mail the lat-
ter part of March, This year,
for the first time, 60 per-
cent of all households will
be asked to return their
forms by mail which will
make the 1970 Census more
convenient and more private
than any previous Census,
Questionaires from the re-
maining households, those in
less densely populated
areas, will be picked up by
Census enumerators,

“We can’t know where
we're going if we don’t know

where we are’” is the theme
of The Advertising Council
campaign in behalf of the
Bureau of the Census of the
U. 8. Department of Com-
merce,

This country needs the
best possible information
about our people, our econ-
omy, our resources, our
problems in order to prop-
erly plan and carry out a
wide range of major pro-
grams -- housing, veterans’
benefits, social security,
planning of schoolsand other
public facllities, The infor-
mation is sought in the Cen-
sus because it cannot be ob=
tained effectively in any
other way, The use private
business can make of Census
data in marketing, locational
planning and 2 host of other
ways is, of course, well
known to you and is a worthy
by-product,

nesay, and continue through
Passover, which ends Ap-
ril 28, was planned by the
organization. Similar ac-
tion on the local level as

KOSHER MEAT

RETURN TO LAS VEGAS

also urged with the funds
saved from not buying food
to be sent to the CALCAV
for distribution to peace and
civil rights groups.

ONLY KOSHER MEAT

Kosher Meat Since 1905
PURE GROUND BEEF (21b. Box) ........ 2.49
PURE GR. BEEF PATTIES (2 Ib. Box) . .
RIB VEAL CHOPS (1 1b. Box) . .......... 2.19
Shoulder Lamb Chops (1 1b.Box) . ....... 1.85
SHORT RIBS (1 Ib. Box)
BONELESS BRISKET (1 Ib. Box) . ....... .1.85
BEEF CHUCK STEAKS (1 Ib.) .
BEEF SHOULDER ROAST (llb
BEEF SHOULDER STEAKS (11b.)
ALSO EMPIRE KOSHER POULTRY

LOVELAND'S DISCO MART

Somerset Shopping Center
(Conv. Cent. Dr. Betw. Stardust and Landmark

OPEN 24 HOURS EVERY DAY

- $1.75
. $1.89

- $1.15




