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2Luestion of (Conscience

By Jack Seigel

Some time ago, Leonard Bermstein, the eminent con-
ductor-composer-pianist, had a party in his New York
apartment to raise funds for the defense of the Black
Panthers. This action raised a hue and cry and Mr. Bern-
stein in a special letter to the Jewish Preis explained
his actions, He said he knew there was an anti-Israel
attitude among Black Panthers, if not anti-Semitism. He
did not have toagree, he said, with the program of the Pan-
thers but thought they had a right todefend their positions,
legally., And it was to this matter that he lent himself,

So what does one do, if one is a Jew, about a group of
people, with a political platform In which there is a call
to support Palestinian guerrillas, a program in which
the exiled Minister of Information, Eldridge Cleaverm in-
cludes an attack on what he called ‘‘Kosher Nationalism.'

Before Cleaver fled this country, he made a public
statement that the Arabs and the Jews would get along,
if let alone, Has his change of heart come from a deep
consideration of all the political, ethical and more problems
existing between the Arabs and the Israelis? Oris it a care
for the feelings of his hosts, the Algerians, who are Arabs,

Living in the third world, which is what certain mili-
tants and radicals call taht part of the globe not identified
with either the United States of the Soviet Union, one can
change a point of view. But the Third World itself is
fractured, with constant coups d'etat, with political atti-
tudes dependent on whether the people are Moslem, Chris-
tian, (Protestant or Catholic), on whether the patron country
is the United Staes, Russia, France or England, Nigeria
is a case in point, with Russia and England openly sup-
porting Algeria and France (and possibly South Africa)
helping Biafra. The convolutions are varied and full of
surprises,

One cannot separate what is going on in this country
with what is happening elseweher, So we come back to
the same question and to the famous statement by Voltaire:

“l disagree with you but defend to the death your right |

to say it,”" The Panthers are one expression of the fer-
ment among black people. They are militant and sub-

scribe to the use of force, but in self-defense, as they see
it. They have a2 program which calls for a change in the }

American political structure, possibly along Marxiatlines,
They do not believe black people will get justice in the
United States, which can explain, if not necessarily justi-
fy, their behavior in courts.

We must never forget the lessonof Germany, The Nazis’
first target was the Jews, and then dissidents of every
demonination. And it CAN happen here, It could start
with teh Panthers, Regardless of their program, with
which we can disagree strongly, they are entitled to the
full benefit of the law. When this requires money, it
should be found for them, even as Leonard Bernstein
did,

We, as Jews, can do no less,

JERUSALEM (WNS) -- Iraq was reported to have eased
its restriction on its small Jewish community by can-
celling two Laws that limited members of the Jewish
community in their dealing with Government agencies and
by providing that Iraq would look after Jewswho have been
deprived of their citizenship.
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