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LETTERS

Dear Mr, Tell:

My attention has just been called to your column
TELL TALES of January 2, 1970, in which you reprint
letters received from Conservative rabbis Harold H.
Gordon and Barry Dov Schwartz, in which said Con-
servative rabbis express great spiritual outrage be-
cause you used the term ‘'mitsva’’ in comnection with
your quest for a liberal Rabbl to officiate at 2 marriage
between a2 Jew and a non-Jew without requiring that
the non-Jew convert to Judaism prior to the marriage,

Rabbis Gordon and Schwartz merely parroted the
current party line of the Orthodox and Conservative
groups. They did not at all come to grips with present
realities or even with the facts, The fact is that many
rabbis, including many Orthodox and Conservative rabbis,
are disturbed by the harshness and the lack of realism
in these current party lines and are searching for a more
effective and rational method of dealing with this pro-
blem. The fact s that a high proportion of the Reform
rabbinate, a proportion which would seem to be some-
where between one-third and one-half, is already officiat-
ing, at such intermarriages if the parties invoived make
certain premarital commitments, commitments which
vary from rabbl to rabbl, Many of these rabbisare
performing such marriages very quietly because they
do not want to be subjected to the kind of rabbinical
abuse which Is represented in the two letters that you
published,

I have in my possession a list of 68 Reform rabbis,
well known rabbis located in every part of the country,
rabbis who, in addition to being wvalidly ordained, are
also blessed with compassion and common sense, and
who have signed the following statement: ‘I am willing
to be included on a list of Reform rabbis who will per-
form a marriage between a Jew and a non-Jew without
requiring the non-Jew to convert. This is with the clear
understanding that this list may be given by anyone
who has it to anyone else who needs it and wants it.””

Please feel free to let your readers know that any-
one who has need of this list may obtain it by writing
to me, Rabbl David Max Eichhorn, Box 2629, Satellite
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As to the meaning and usage of the Hebrew word
“mitsvah,'" the opinions of Rabbis Gordon and Schwartz
are pot the ‘*last word' on this matter, Those of us who
are performing intermarriages without including the

indignity of a forced conversion are guite confident that
the Universe approves of what we are
doing and has no objection whasocever to our feeling that
we are involved In the performance of a genine ''mitsva.”
Sincerely yours,

David Max Eichhorn

(Rabbi, Satelite Beach, Fla.)
ratifying to note that we were not

n we volunteered to assist in the
marriage of a Jewish woman with a non-Jew It

the Master of

(ED. NOTE: It 1s
100 per cent wrong w

1s also

interesting to note that the topic became the subject of a

lengthy

iscussion on the *

JPEN LINE" forum radio

show at K-TOO, moderated by Cy Newman, J T

Dear Jack:

Pardon the Informality
of a colleague inthe Anglo-
Jewish and secular press
(and you may call me Dave ),
but [ liked your editorial
comment on our mutual
“friend"’, V.P. Shapiro T,
Agnew, in your Jan, 9issue
of the Las Vegas Israelite,

That gentleman seemsto
have an exceptional aptit-
ude of not only putting his
foot in his mouth everytime
he opens it, but chawing a-
way al the ankle bones of
our American Democracy
at the same time.

I don’t know whether vou
recall the undersigned, but

in the B'nal B'rith Mess-
enger and the California
Jewish Voice for almost
forty years, when | was
their editor,

| have been for the past
six years, and still am,
the contribuitng editor of
the Los Angeles Reporter,
and will have my editor-
fal comment on Agnew's
latest verbal vacuous
statements on his Asian
tour, You might llke it,
so | shall send you a copy
of the Reporter for Jan.
21, Hope you like It, And
good fortune on vour job,

Sincerely vours,
David Weissman,

I tried at one time to sell P.S.
you my column of satire,
ete., which I used to run

Will be BZ in March
and am still active jour-
malizing.

NEW YORK -- 1209 Americans are presently enrolled
in Israell Yeshivot (higher academies of Jewish learning)
it was announced by Zvi Assael, director of the Torah
Education and Culture Department of the Jewish Agency-
American Section. Of this number, 587 are intheir second
or third years of study in Israel and 622 began their
studies this past September., These figures do not in-
clude Americans studying In secular colleges and
versities in Israel.

NEW YORK -- Youth Alivah facilities in Israel are
now avallable to American chlldren at cost price
announced by Joseph Klarman of Jerusilem, member
of the Jewish Agency Executive and head of lts Youth
Aliyah Department. An office of Youth Aliyah has been
opened In the United States at the Jewish Agency, 513
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Park Avenue, N.Y.C,, N.Y,, 10022,
NEW YORK -- Rabbl Harold Saperstein, spiritual
leader of Temple Emanu-El, Ross Plaza, Lynbrook,

L.I, was elected president of the New York Board of
Rabbis of more than 900 Orthodox,
Reform rabbis and is the world’
rabbinic body.
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