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NEW YORK, - President
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that the United States was
prepared to supply military
equipment to “‘friendly gov=-
ernments, like Israel's to
defend the safety of their
people’ is a timely re-
assurance in the light of
continuing unfriendly actions
of the Soviet Unlon and
France toward the State of
Israel, according to Philip
E. Hoffman, President of
the American Jewish Com-
mittee,

In a letter sent to Presi-
dent Nixon, commenting on
his message last Sunday
(Jan. 25) to the National
Emergency Conference on

Peace in the Middle East,
Mr, Hoffman stated:
““We believe this de-

claration to be especially
timely In view of the re-
fusal of the Soviet Union
to join in effective limita-
tion of arms to the region,
and the mounting evidence
that France is escalating
its supply of arms to Arab
states like Libva, far In
excess of their own needs
for defense,"

Mr. Hoffman praised the
President's expression of
continued U.S. support for
Israel and added:

‘1 am pleased to note
your reaffirmation once a-
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gain that the United States,
in [ts efforts to find a dur-

le peace in the Middle
East, will continue to ad-
nere to the principle that
‘peace can be based only
on agreement betweee the
parties and that agreement
can be achieved only through
negotiations between them,"”

Mr. Hoffman, who has met
with Secretary of State W{l-
liam P. Rogers on several
occasions in the past few
months to discuss the Mid-
dle East situation, also add-
ressed a letter to the Sec-
retary commenting on Mr,
Nixon's message.

'] believe the Presider
statement was helg '“1! in
clearing away some une
sary misunderstanding,' he
declared, ‘‘and also con-
firmed, as vou had indicat-
ed when we spoke about this
several weeks ago, the value
of public reaffirmation on

suitable occasions of the
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basic positionofour Govern-
ment,"’
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