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Who's a Jew
Ihe recent Israell Supreme Court declsion that a
person can bhe a

Jew by nationality has created a huge
tirmoll, not only among the Jewish people, but even in
nther parts of the world where there is intnese interest
both in the declsin nd the reaction,
Wherever one looks today, among nations and people,
there |s an identity crisis. There are ethnic variations,
within  countries which have a common histor, a
ommon land and a common language, people are afflict-
with doubt as to their own reality, It was never so
lews as Jews, They were the one people who had
malntalned an ldentity over thousands of years of per-
secntion and dispersion. They now share this problem
s0 indigenous to the time. Apart from the theological
concerns, there are practical and political considera-
tions.
In the United States there is an old saying that Supreme
Court decisions follow the election results. It would
be odd If this political maxim were operative in Israel.
e S what would It mean” Perhaps that Israel,
with Ils back to the wall, needs friends and needs them
vhierever they are and whoever they might be, It might
be a reflection of the determined stand they are taking
in face of Arab Threats, Israel has been the only country
vomodern times where the Jewish religion and nation-
| syhionamots, Now, one can be a Jew without
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Tonael in the 70 s

By Jack Siegel

shimbre

vt s re in Israel as the new decade be=-
ithough vou couldn’t tell by the throngs on Dizen-
¢ mavement in the streets of Jerusalem, The
it till visited by Israelis and tourists although
areas onece visitable are now tender, if not

affic on the streets and highways are
Israell who equal the same reck-
ion and tailgating practiced by those who mis-
wolle cars in Maly and France. The number of killed

itamohile geeldents exceeds the number of deaths
frommilitary action,
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ense of hoth recognition and
talk to ahout the war, call it
or retaliation, and sav it is a continua=-
Tewish tradition. We have been, the say,
two thonsand vears and we will continue

new government hasbeendefinedas more
examination of its structure shows a re-
flection of the desire of the people to fight it out, They
of the Cherbourg caper but'they are prepared
-orifices, Including their young people, This
ardening, or hawkish, attitude (matched by Arab in-
transignece ] is a result of no way out. They do not be-
the Arabs will sit down to a negotiating table

and they agree with their government that this would
he [he only way to settle the problem between them and
the Arabs, There is a [feeling of aloneness among the
people (which may have been "‘eroded’’ somewhat by the
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“And must | wear a Yarmalke, too?”

recent decision of the U.S. government to release some
military haedware) - that they will have to stugggler
alone and this too makes for an additional defensive-
ness, You don’t see it on the beaches of Tel Aviv; all
vou see are people, some jogging, some swimming and
some who drive foreigners crazy batting a ball back
and forth beginning at seven in the morning., This is
all casual evidence of a confidcence in their destiny
and a desire to live as fully as they can, The movies,
although the entrance is surveyed by an old soldier,
are well attended, So are the theatres. Police blocks
exist on the roads and quick looks are made at pass=
engers in cars and busses, Sometimes, vehicles are
held up and people stand outside, mostly Arabs, Girl
soldiers patrolling the streets of Jerusalem, ““in the
service of the police,” are very pretty buty they take
their job seriously. They will stop people and ask for
identification cards,

As Israel moves into the seventies, a reading of
its attitudes confirms its hop-scotching in politicalarenas,
It is forgoing new relationships both in its own area and
father away from the Middle East, These ‘‘alliances
have mutual motivations and it is conceivable that in
more relaxed times, they might not exist, Some even
thrust Israel closer into the spotlight of cirticism. But
there is a kind of pragmatism which supercedes ideo-
logical or even moral considerations and the current
theme of Survival is the key to understanding waht
Israel means today.

Yet, the Munn Auditorium was SRO for an Isaac
Stern concert and at the end of his performance, even
though it was not the finish of the program, people
thronged to the footlights to applaud him, Another con-
cert for a musical scholarship fund, advertised for
the following week and under the sponsorship of the
Prime Minister, had Mr, Stern saying this kind of ed-
ucation was essential becuase young people should not
be brutalized by the war,

Prices have gone up in the past three months, On
a walk down Dizengoff, crowds were noticed before a
TV store window watching Mr, Pinhas Sapir, the Finance
Minister, explain the needs of the government, On the
way back they were observed watching the Forsyte Saga,
with Hebrew subtitles. One man, who brought a chair
with him, would tap those who had the chutzpah to get
in his way ask them to move, Allenby daytime is thronged
with people, The stores flourish with goods and the coffee
shops with Danish pastries, Life seems overtly to be
relaxed, - Yet in the morning papers, there is always
a report of a military action. The military achieve-
ments are dramatic; The radar hoist, the quick occupa=
tion of the island of Schadwan, But in between there is
a loss here or there, Au announcement of a burial of
a young soldier, And that is what stays with the reading
tourist, who one was a soldier, that a kid has died in
action,

But the people are motivated and there is no doubt
about Israel’'s direction in the Seventies, With peace,
it could flourish, And so could its Arab neighbors,

JERUSALEM (WNS) -- Philip Slomovitz, editor and
piublisher of the Detroit Jewish News, has donated
another large selection of books from his persocanal
libarary to the Hebrew University., The books, some
in Yiddish and about 200 for children, deal with Jewish
history, contemporary American-Jewish problems and

ideologies, philosophy, culture, biographies and Bible
studies.
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“*One Man Plus The Truth
Constitutes A Majority"’

BY JACK TELL
(Continued from Page 15 '

be fed proper fcitares aud truined o obey che printed rules
of society. 1t must be rared with editorial direction to gain
respect from regders. If, at muaturity, it is considered a
member of every family and an integral part of the local
scene, to be praised or scolded as the occasion deems fit,
then, and only then do you have a newspaper.

The Las Vegas Israelite is a newspaper in every sense.
This paper will be maintained at a high level, in keep-
ing with the standards of those who deserve the best. Its

goal is a well informed, stimulated readership.

The purpose of the Israelite is serve the welfare and
growth of the Jewish community.

Toward these aims Jack Tell's Las Vegas Israelite is
dedicated.

Ske Died 25 Years g0

By Rabbi Samuel Silver

She died 25 years ago.

Henrietta Szold was one of the most remarkable woman
who ever lived,

Daughter of a Baltimore rabbi, she was a splendid
student who ended up being a scholar, versed in litera-
ture, history, and Hebrew,

She helped to launch the Jewish Publication Society,
the first ‘‘book of the month club’’ in this nation, an
organization whieh still fourished in Philadelphia, pro-
viding us with excellent volumes on Jewish life and lore,

Deeply moved by the plight of her people in Palestine,
Miss Szold founded, during Purim of 1912, an organiza-
tion which would devote itself to the health of the re-
sidents of the Holy Land,

That organization she called Hadassah, which was the
Hebrew name of Purim’s heroine, Esther, Just as the
original Esther had risked her life for the wellbeing
of her people, so the modern Esthers were to make
sacrifices on behalf of the Jewish people.

Hadassah grew until it became the leading Jewish
women’s organization in the world, larger than any
male Zionist organization,

Miss Szold never found time to marry., She hardly
had time to herself. She became an angel of mercy,
virtually commuting between the U.S, and Israel, help-
ing to create the glistening Hadassah Hospital, count-
less clinics and medical and nursing establishments,

During the Hitler epoch, she persuaded the Hadassah-
ites to find monies to bring voung victims of Nazism to
Israel, This was the famous Youth Aliyah project: aliva
means, ‘‘goup.’”’ the phrase traditionally associated with
moving to Eretz Israel,

Miss Szold loved her native United States, She also,
of course, loved Israel, where she taught the doctrine
of gentlemess and considerateness, She yearred to come
back more often to these shores, but her work kept her
overseas, and she died, in her 80's, in February of 1945,
in the Holy Land,

Henrietta Szold was the incarnation of Jewishness at
its noblest, Let us honor her memory by honoring the
ideals to which she consecrated her remarkable life,

WHO IS JEW STILL MAJOR ISSUE

JERUSALEM (WNS)--The Halacha, Jewish religious
controversary over who is law, states that a Jew is
a Jew continued to be the someone born of a Jewish
major issue in Israel de- mother or converted, Lt,
spite a Cabinet attempt to Com. Shalit’s wife is not
cool off the debate by pro- Jewish. ‘He sued to have
posing legislation on the the children registered as

matter to the Knesset, The
Government’s action came
while:

The registration clerk in
Haifa followed the order of
the Supreme Court and re-
gistered the children of Lt,
Commander Banjamin Shalit
as Jewish on their indenti-
fication paper.

The clerk did no despite
religious ban issued by Is-
rael’s Chief Rabbinate which
forbid anyone to sign docu-
ments certifying that some-
one is Jewish when he is

not under Jewish religious
law,

Jewish by nationality after
the Government refusedtodo

S0.

The legislation proposed
by the cabinet, which is ex-
pected to win eventual app-
roval in the Knesset, amends
the Law of Return, govern-
ing the admission of immi=-
grants ot Israel, rather than
the registration law,

The proposed law would
give the non-Jewish spouses
and children of Jewish immi-
grants the same privileges
as Jews but would not re-
g'lster them s Jews
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