FRIDAY, FEBRUARY s, 1970

ISRAEL PRAISES NIXON
(Continued from Page 1)

Premier Golda Meir,
warmly welcomed the Presi-
dent's message delivered to
the National Emergency Con-
ference on Peace inthe Mid-
dle East convened in Wash-
ington by American Jewish
leaders, She declared in re-
Sponse to newsmen’s ques-
tions that Mr. Nixon’s re-
marks confirmed ‘‘the atti-
tude which I encountered in
my converstuons with the
President.’” and added that
the statement gave “‘eloguent
expression” to the U.S’s
friendship for Israel and
concern for her peace and
security,

Foreign Minister Abba
Eban told a television aud-
lence that Mr, Nixon’s state-
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ment . could indicate a re-
appralsal by Washington of
its recent efforts in the
Mideast, Mr, assert-
ed that these unrewarding
diplomatic activities had not
moved the Soviet Union an
inch closer to the U.S, posi-
tion and received no posi-
tive public response from the
Ababs,

But a chill was thrown on
these optimistic views by
U.S. representatives at the
United Nations who were re-
ported to have told Arab
deegates that the Presi-
dent’s remarks presaged no
change in Washington’s po-
sition as expressed by Se-
cretary of State William P,
Rogers,

These assurances did not
mollify the Arabs, who bit-
terly denounced Mr. Nixon's
expression of support for
Israel and called for re-
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prisals against American in-
terests in the Mideast,

Mrs, Meir “‘noted that with
gratification’” Mr, Nixon’s
statement that the U.S. was
prepared to supply Israel
with arms ‘‘as the need
arises,”” Thls remark was
the basis for the Arab's
anger, Newspapers and
spokesmen for a mumber of
governments asserted that
this statement was ‘‘the pre-
lude for providing the Is-
raeli militarists with more
Skyhawk and Phantom war-
planes,” in the words of the
semiofficial Cairo news-
paper Al Aharm.

(In Washington State De-
partment officlals said that
France’s plan to sell jet
fighters to Libya had in-
creased the urgency for the
Nison Administration to
come to a decision on
Israel’s four-month-old re-
quest for additional military
and economic aid, These
comments were made before
Paris admitted that itsarms
deal called for closerto 110,
rather than 100 jet aircraft,
No indication was offered as
to when a decision would be
announced ),

Israel’s representatives
to Washington and London
were instructed to press for
as early a decisionas possi-
ble on arms requests pre-
sented to the U.S, and Bri-
tish Governments last year,

Premier Meir, inher offi-
cial statement, said she
hoped that President's re-
marks would convince ‘‘al)
concerned’ that ' only
through a freely negotiated
agreement between the part-
fes to the conflict” can a
lasting peace be established”

Referring toproposalsad-
vanced by Secretary of State
William P, Rogers--which

Israel strongly opposed--
Mrs, Meir declared that
“being deeply concerned
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