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FRENCH ARMS
anced.)
(Israell Premier Golda

Meir has asked President
Nixon for additional arms
during her visit to Wash-
ington last year, She had
also requested economic aid
both to finance the newarms
and to tide over Israel during
its current fiscal difficul-
ties. The financial aid is
less likely to be forthcoming
it was reported, because of
the budgetary and inflation-
ary problems in the U.,S.)

The French-Libyan arms
deal reportedly is a %400
million sale that involves not
only the Mirage jets but 200
tanks and other modern
arms, The part covering the
jets has already been com-
pleted and an agreement has
been signed between the Lib-
yan arms mission and the
Dassault company, man-
ufacturer of the jets, The
first consignment of 10 to 15
jets is to be delivered in
1971 but Libya mat get some

craft before then from
French Air Force stock.
French officials have

noted the 1971 date is sign-
ificant because the Paris
Government {s hopeful that
Big Power talks may beable
to impose peace in the Mid-
east before then. The off-
icials stressed that France’s
goal still was peace achieved
through the Gig Four talks
and reaffirmed that Paris
still was embargoingarmsto
the nations directly involved
in the Six-Day War, They
advanced two lines of just-
ification for the arms deal
with Libva,

It was better to have
France supply arms to Li-
bya than Russia which had
made an offer.

A clause in the agree-
ment forbids Libya to yield
the jets to a third party.

Israeli officials and Is=-
supporters in France have
attacked the deal.

It was noted that Egyptian
military officers were men-
bers of the arms negotiating
team and that Libya has
pledged complete support to
Egypt. In addition the Libyan
Alr Force is unequipped to
use the Mirage jets, having
neither the pilots nor the
maintenance personnel,
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