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NEW YORK - The Presid-
ent of the Synagogue Council
of America charged tonight
that it was “‘politically and
morally reprehensible’ to
suggest that U, S, withdrawal
from Vietnam ‘“‘must Inexor-
ably lead to a betrayal of
Israel.”’

Rabbl Solomon J. Shar-
fman told the annual dinner
of the Jewish religious body
that It was ""an Injustice to
Israel no less than to our
own country'” to make any
"‘simplistic equation' be-

tween Israel and Vietnam,

The Jewish leader, who
heads the representative
body of the congregational

il rabbinic branches of
irthodox, Conservative and
iteform Judaism In the U, S,

HADASSAAAAH

By BLANCHE STEIN

l.as Vegas Hadassah pre-
sents 2 Country Fairat Tem-
ple Beth Sholom on Monday,
[lecemhber 15 at noon, Mem-
bers and friends will be
guests for a delightful be-
lated Chanukah - style lun-
cheon, after which they are
asked to enjoy and partake
of the home baked goodies,
beautiful gifts from loecal
merchants, hand work and
art donated for sale to Had-
assah by members,

(ur quotas have been
raised by National this vear
as the need In Israel of the
hosplitals and youth camps
are greater under the con-
stant threat of war; thus
your participation is urged
and welcomed,

Those wishing to contri-
bute thelr favorite baked
dish or hand-made crea-
tlons are asked to contact
Trudye Kassel, 735-2888,
Come join us for lunch,
laughter and lots of addi-
tional funds for our projects
In Israel,
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sharply criticized ‘‘public
statements thatJewswhoare
critical of the Administra-
tion’s policy In Vietnam are
doing a disservice to
Israel,””

He characterized as ‘“pol-
itical and moral blindness”
the failure to distinguish be-
tween Israel and Vietnam,
adding:

“The sirvival of Israel
is a moral imperative that
transcends the transient
shifting grounds of short
range strategies and inter-
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NO “SIMPLE EQUATION” BETWEEN ISRAEL AND VIETNAM

ests, Socner or later, Amer=-
ican soldiers will be out of
Vietnam, and it is the Viet-
namese themselves who
must inevitably determine
their own fate, The issue for
them is not whether there s
or is not to be 2 Vietnam on
the map. Rather it is what
kind of government, coali-
tion or otherwise, will go-
vern them, There is no dan-
ger that Vietnam will cease
to exist,

“‘For Israel, however, that
indeed is the issue: Will Is-

rael stay on the map, with
its 3 million inhabitants, the
survivors of Auschwitz and
their children, or will it be
destroyed? For it isthe des-
truction of Israel that re-
mains the constent objective
of Arab policy.”

Rabbi Sharfman said he
did not speak for or against
President Nixon’s Vietnam
policy, noting that the or-
ganizations that made up the
Synagogue Council were ‘‘as
divided in their judgment of
U. S. policies as the rest
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of the American people,”
He continued:

“One one thing, however,
we are all in agreement,
Whatever our position, be it
one of confidence in the Ad-
ministration’s policies orbe
it one of criticism and dis=
sent, it is a position that
flows from a profound con-
cern that we have as Amer=-
fcan citizens for the long-
range interests and welfare
of this nation.”

The Synagogue Council
leader, who is sp
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leader of Young Israel of
Flatbush in Brooklyn, con-
ceded that “‘the effect of a
withdrawal from Vietnam on
the security and survival of
small pations who are de-
pendent on our assistance is
also a relevant moral and po-
litical concern, But itisboth
politically and morally re-
prehensible to suggest that
an American disengagement
in Vietnam, which in any
event is the stated goal of
President Nixon no less than
of the dissenters, must in-
exorably lead to a betrayal
of Israel.”

No other airline flying to Israel can make this statement.

We fly to Israel from New York 13 times a week,

including 7 non-stops.

For more information contact your travel agent
or EL AL Israel Airlines

9350 Wilshire Boulevard, Beverly Hills, (213) BR 2-3113

Beverly Hills, Baston, Chicago, Cleveland, Detrnit, Houston, Mexico City, Miami Beach, Montreal, Philadelphia,
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St. Louis, San Franciscn, Toronts, Washingron, IZ‘C
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