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The syndicated story went on to state: “‘He (Rabbi)
said he had learned that the Jewish owner of a major-
Las Vegas Hotel had been induced by the sponsors to
underwrite the proposed memorial, but that the hotel
owner withdrew his support when he was informed by
the snynagogue’s cantor, an old friend, about the nature of
the memorial,” Gallup had better get his facts straight,
because the above version does not jibe with Bilbray’s,
given us a day or so ago,

The syndicated story told of the Rabbi planning to call
4 meeting of the Clark County Ministerial Assoclation,
of which he is president, to seek backing for his cam-
paign  against the shrine. He sald he has also urged
against the memorial as one “‘to a war still golng on'’
in Vietnam which he said was ““challenged by many
Americans as immoral.”” Perhaps so, but this member
of the Jewlsh Community of Las Vegas, refises to allow
any religious leader and spokesman to comment for
him on matters other than those concerning our Faith,
We find nothing immoral in a statue specifically honor-
ing the Nevada dead of all wars,

Gallop’s story concluded with an offer from Dr. Leo
Pfeffer, American Jewish Congress special counsel. The
organization’s experience and skills in protecting the
church-state separation principle would be put at his
(the Rabbi's) disposal if his efforts to stop the ‘‘peace
Shrine’" by voluntary means were not successful, Of
course, this portion of the story was instigated by Gal-
lop in New York City, Had Gallop known the information
we had gathered, wherein all responsible parties vowed
that any shrine design must be acceptable to all Faiths,
poor Ben in New York would never have made such an
ado about nothing.

Imagine our chagrin as we poted the same story pour-
ing into our office in English-Jewish newspapers all over
the country, We estimate some 5,000,000 persons are of
the opinion Las Vegas is being torn asounder by a lone
Rabbl battling a powerful combine about to thrusta
Christian symbol on an unsuspecting Jewlsh Community,
Nothing could be further from the truth,

We believed the matter would gently ease its way out
and responsible parties would find the solution of a de-
sign that would be acceptable to all Faiths, But nobody
explained this to Biibray, who naively had a sketch
drawn featuring symbols of the six major world rellg-
ions.

This new sketch opened the door for a lengthy, follow-
up story in Nov, 9, Review-Journal, that corrected the
fallacy of the previous story in the R-J and its counter-
part In the Las Vegas Sun. It also proved conclusively
that the Las Vegas Israelite had the correct facts from
the beginning, The recent R-J story, by Linda Kuntz,
said that although the Conventlon Authority approved a
plan for a memorial in the form of a statue of Jesus
Christ, spokesman for the Authority later said, *‘it was
incorrectly assumed that plans for the statue itself had
been okayed.” (Full text of R-J story appears on this

ge.)
mwhile the “"Incorrect assumption’’ correction would
have been ample, the story goes much further, and, as
to be expected, carried many quotes, or possibly mis-
quotes, from the Cantor and Rabbi. After the Rabbi right-
ly voiced the resolution passed at a special meeting of
the Ministerial Association, recommending that ‘‘any
peace symbal erected on public property should not bear
any religions symbols,” he added: there was “‘quite a
to-do at the Ministerial Association’ about having any
kind of peace memorial at all.

‘““The war Is still going on, and boys are still dying,”
he said, ‘‘The sentiment at the Ministerial Association
was against any memorial, period.’”” Here, this writer,
Jack Tell, takes exception to ‘“‘sentiment’’ of the spokes-
men for all religlons, We'll accept their recommenda-
tion concerning religlous symbols, but we prefer to make
up our own mind on the political subject of a peace me-
morial. We go on record here and now as being in favor
of a Peace Memorial honoring the dead of all wars, In
fact, we go on record as being in favor of any legal
monument that beautifies our fair city.

From the Cantor we have a quote, which does not re-
flect the sentiment of the writer of this column and pro-
bably others in the Jewish Community: He said, “There
are epough churches In this town--"" On the contrary, we
maintain there should be more churches of every deno-
mination, even at least, one more synagogue,
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We have another Quote In the R-J story stating ‘‘Mr,
and Mrs, Gottlfeb are quite upset by all the uproar,
and *‘Gottlieb feels he {s being used."” This is directly
contrary to the feeling expressed by Bllbray during our
interview,

This writer belleves Mr, Bilbray is sincere In his ef-
forts to bring Las Vegas a beautful mooument that wi'l
be acceptable to all Fa'ths. He said Mrs. Gottlied de-
sired a shrine where persons of all Faiths could pauss
for a moment’s sflent prayer. We concur with this bliss-
ful thought, and suggested to Bllbray to consider design
plans that geerally represent America, like an eagle with
wide-spread wings, or an eternal flame, without any re-
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PEACE MEMORIAL

Statue

By LINDA KUNTZ
R-J Staif Writer

A proposed peace memorial to
stand in fromt of the Convention
Center npear the Sirip has
caused minor warfare between
the self-styled Peace Memorial
Committee and several religious
and civic leaders.

The Convention Authority ap-
proved a plan introduced by the
County Assessor James Bil-
bray's Las Vegas Peace Memo-
rial Commitiee for a memoral
in the form of a statue of Jesus
Christ in front of the ultra-mod-
ern Convention Center.

It was incorrectly assumed,
spokesman for the Authorily
later said, thal plans for the
statue iself had been okayed

In the meantime, furious ob-
jections to the Christ figure had
been raised by the Clark County
Ministerial Association, and mul-
der objections by some Con-
venton Authority board mem-
bers

o
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week a resolution was passed,| f 5 hroposed peace memoriul to stand in front of They are Edward Doumnam

recommending that “any peace {h. Convention Center Assessor James Bilbray and Qty Commusmoner James

symbol erected on public prop- (.4 it was drawn “almost in ine dark™™ by his Carey

erty should not bear any re-
ligious symbols.” The Min-
isterial Association's main ob-
jection was the violation of the
troditional separation between

Peace Memorial Committee. wha are atlempting
to arrive at a compromise design f{or the contro-
versial peace memonal. The des<ign fealures svm-
bols of the six major world relicions

orey 1t somewhat lukewarm
about the whole dea "I pever
thougtt of the whole
tung as a relipous symbol,
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church and state.
Rabbi Aaron Gold, president
of the Ministerial

the beginning. *I don’t believe a

figure of Christ belongs on pub-

Association,| b¢ property,” he sad. ““There
are

said his objection was pot the enough churches in ths
Christ figure, but to any re-| 1own. and we do not need a re-
ligious symbol at all. He said, statue "

there was “quite a todo at the| “Anyway,” he said, “is this
Ministerial Association” about LNg supposed o be a -arl:rw-
i morial or a peace memorial?™
m:‘nymhm«mm “The Vietnam War is still
-'n‘ewuuwugomgm.s:r{qmmukmpen
and s are siill dying,” he Y&
Mh?ym sentiment at the Canior Kohn added that Mr.
Ministertal ~Association was lndlum Jake Goﬂf:nb local
against memorial, period.”” | hotel owners are ing up
Rahl:lm(i{iduidﬂnm most of the money for the me-
tion thought Las Vegas would marial, and “they are quite
become a subject of ridicule if upset by all the uproar”
a memorial, and particularly 2| “Gottlieb feels he is being
religious one, were raised so used.” said Kohn
close to the Strip. Bilbray can't quite buy all the
“The resolution was passed Objections. “The comunitiee
unanimously,” said Rabbi Goid. | (Peace Memorial) [eels that thus
“The association saw the re- stalue ought (o be a religious
ligious memorial as a violation|one.” he said “We thought the
of the separation of church and Christ ligure was a good idca
state.” |pot necessarily as a religious
Cantor Joseph Kohn, of figure, but one of a man who
Temple '& Sholom, said hei'a.s killed by hais enemies.”
protested the memorial from' “Didn’t Christ die for all of
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The idea for @ peace memo
rial started several vears ago
with the Clark County Jayoees
who wanted 0 buld some sort
of memorial for the war dead
sad Corey. Al the tme, plans
were Dot clear on whether thus
would be state-wide and
clude all wars.

This new group (headed by
Bilbray) came along and the
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Bilbray explained the con
troversy and misunderstanding
about the Chinst statue “We
saw a siatue 1n San Dnego,” he
sad, “and people would swop
and pray sometmes.”

“This was quile impressve,
and I thought we in Las Vegas
could use something like that "
he said. “Las Vegas has & repo-
tation as “Sm Cry.” and we Jaycees reimquished their plans
think # would be nice to havea in favor of Bilbray's committes
peace memonial for all 10 see."? |who did have the financial back-

But ance all the objections ing needed.
were raised, sad Bilbray, the “But the Jaycees' plan was
use of the Christ figure has more along the lines of Amer:-
been discarded cana,” said Corey, “and used

“What we have now 18 a plan the eagle as a symbol.”
for a memunal with symbols of I don't really approve of this

six mnajor workd relipons,” [new design, with the mr re
he sad (lighous symbols,™ said Carey. "]

Objecting 0 the objections, really don't want to gat mio re
Bilbray said the church-state ligion ™
argument was not valid “How “‘These boys are Americans
far are they going to carry k" Who died for their country, and
be asked “The stale pays forthal s what the memarial
the land that churches are buily should signify ™ he said.
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