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ARABS REFUSE
(Continued from Page 1)

Observers noted that both
sides had now modified their
position on the groundwork
for negotiations and were in
general agreement on the
physical conditions for the
talks and perhaps some
efforts would actually begin
before the end of the year.

The Cairo spokesman who
reported the latest Egyptian
peace offer declared that the
Rhodes formula could be
used as a way to reach a
settlement but he empha-
sised that this approach had
never been ‘“‘and cannot be
considered under any cir-
cumstances asdirect talks.'’
He declared fht ‘‘it would
be acceptable to us if it is
not constructed asdirect ne-
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gotiations,”

Both Israel and the Arabs
have differed on what
actually happened during the
armistice talks on Rhodes
under the mediation of Dr.
Ralph Bunche, Both sides
were housed in a hotel with
Dr. Bunche. The Egyptians
claim that all talks were
carried out indirectly
through him and that there
never wasdirect contact with
the Israelis. Israel admits
that Dr. Bunche shuttled be-
tween the rooms of the two
delegates but inisists that
there were several direct
contacts, U. N. doduments
underDr. Bunche’s name in-
dicate that both partieswere
together in the same room on
several occasions.

Egyptian spokesmen said
they viewed Dr. Jarring’'s
mission as falling within the
Rhodes formula,

But Israell leaders sald
his mission was not that of
mediation but an effort to
bring both sides together for
peace talks and that Israel
would not

Defense Minister Moshe
Dayan told a student andience
in Tel Aviv that Rhodes -
type talks did not deviate
from the principle of dir-
ect negotiations. But he
warned that the UN must
not be given any functional
role in settling the conflict

such as setting up demili-
tarized zones,
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