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Toynbee's Wan
By ROBERT E, SEGAL

Arnold Toynbee, who looks upom religion as history
and regards history as religion at different hours ia his
study, has acknowledged that it isn’t likely that the Is-
raelis themselves set fire to the Mosque Al Aqusa in
Jerusalem, But he can well understand why the Arabs,
for whom his sympathies are unbounded consider the
Israelis ‘‘responsible and culpable,”

And if the fire down at the mosque proves the spark
for an Islamic holy war, why, then, in the judgment of
Dr. Tonynbee, Israel’s dass are pumbered.

Dr. Toynbee has been sitting in judgment on Judaism,
Jews, and Israel for many years. Is it uncharitable to
wonder now if it is wishful thinking on his part when he
cites thepossibility of ‘Jihad,'* the Muslim equivalent
of a Christian ‘‘Crusade,’”” as a fate about to overtake
Israel? A Protestant of diqnnctlon Professor Toynbee,
in his plece about the mosque conflagration widely print-
ed and widely read, made no mention at all of the fact that
a fellow protestant had been arrested in connection with
the fire. Why not speculate a little over that development

and wonder if it might lead to Jihad against Protestan-
tism?
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One reason, perhaps, is that Dr. Toynbee seems bent
on denigrating Israel to the end of his diys. In his most
recent book, ‘'Experiences,’’ he declares that Israel col-
onialism, since the establishment of the state of Israel
‘*is one o the two blackest cases in the while history of
colonialism in the modern age.' The other frightful ex-
ample is America's treatment of the Indtans. In Toyn-
bee's mind, ‘‘evicting and robbing the native Arab inha-
bitants'” on the part of the Jews who, with the backing
of the United NaHons, created the State of Israel Is oo
a par with what the white men early to our shores did
to the Cherokees and Semaonoles.

Thus Tounbee places Isreael In the
the United States -- Bad company, in his book, *“'If
true that an unbroken series of victorious wars makes a
mation dangerous to the rest of the world and Itself
United States and Israel must be today the two most
gerous of the 125 sovereign staes.™
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Office, with special emphasis on matters concerning the
Middle East, should never be forgotten by those who eva-
luate his efforts to write history,
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