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Out Weth the Dybbuks

Rv ARTHITR C ANTNAD
Self-abasement in Jewish writers is nothing new. Nor

is violent attack on the Jewish community by its own
members, The annals of the Old Testament bristle with

on over the backsliders of Israel--Jeremiah
with his visions of sword and pestilence, Ezekiel who
girded himself with sackcloth., The Psalms are as filled
with self-reproach as with celebrations.

What is new in this era of the speed with which modern
communications have scattered the dybbuks of the Jewish
psyche,

The Jewish mother -- once a sentimental and cherish-
ed symbol -- has become the Medusa. The Jewish ethie,
the visionary love of God and one's fellows by which
Jews lived and died for a millenium, is now dismissed
by alienated Jewish writers, If “‘Portnov's Complaint’
had been written by a white Anglo-Saxen Protestant. he
would have been labeled an anti-Semite by both Jews and
Christians, But since this onanistic walpurgisnacht is by
a Jewish writer using the “new freedom'' in attitude and
language, it has been welcomed by some Sanhedrin of
American~-Jewish Criticism with the fatalistic objectivity
of concentration camp Trustees watching their fellow
inmates marching off to the gas-chambers,

For several years, I have been visiting Jewish com-
munities in America, lecturing at symagogues and com-
munity centes, Facilities differ dramatically; some town
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have Taj Mahals for assembly, other centers are shabby
and antiquated. All breathe dedication and humanity
the basic attributes of Jewishness.

There are many heartening aspects of Jewish com-
munity life. In the midst of self-doubt and quandary,
American Jews have much to appreciate about them-
selves, Everywhere | went, | was struck by the vitality
of Jewish participation in American cultural life. Ameri-
can Jews are fierce supporters of symphony orchestras,
museums, libraries, ballet companies and, of course
the stage., Cultural programs in community centérs and
temples seek involvement with contemporary problems.
Jewish commitment to political and social pregr
vital truism in American Life.

And within the Jewish community, there are many gr»
and thoughtful people--warm, gentle and concerned -- doir
their best to aclileve stahility and decency selves
and their children in a
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Year 5750
By DR, EMANUEL NEUMANN

CHAIRMAN, JEWISH AGENCY-AMERICAN SECTION

Though Israel, as we enter the New Year, 5730, 15 sore-
ly beset by border terrorism and diplomatie problems of
distressing magnitude, we look to the r=;mw with great
hope and confidence for the vear just past has been one
of high achievement.

Recent events have forged a new
added strength to a maturing countrv now (n its teenty-
second year. The successful Conference on Human Re-
sources, following on the heels of the earlier Economic
Conferences, is indicative of the loval supportby the J ews
of the Diaspora o the upbuilding of Israel.

As Israel heroleally shapes up to the threats of can-
tinued Arab intransigence, planned terrorism and the {eeg
concern for the safety of thousands of Jewish hostages
Arab countries, the American Jewish community is aware
af the necessity for its full support. Whatever the
we are determined to stand hv hér through every
lenge, whether it be economic or political.
assert that peace in the Middle East is dependent upon a
meeting and agreement between [srael and its Arab nel-
ghbors and not upon any solution that might he
upan it from without.

As the Shofar sounds again
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HAPPY NEW YEAR
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