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Genenation Gag

By DR. BERNARD MANDELBAUM
PRESIDENT JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

‘“Happy is the generation in which the elderslisten to the
young: the result will be that the young will listen to the
elders.””

It is particularly significant that this insight is found in
the tractate of the Talmud which bears the name ‘*Rosh
Hashanah'" (Page 25B), containing the laws. customs, and
teachings about these holy days of the New Year, It focuses
on the crucial issue of our times, apparently, as of al]
times -~ how can the right values be communicated effec-
tively and meaningfully between old and young, parents
and children, teachers and students,

A key phrase in creating a meaninful relation between
generations is found in the first paragraph of the *‘shema’’
(Deuteronomy 6:4) It is usually translated as: ‘‘teach it
(Torah, values truth) diligently to your children.” A better
translation of ‘‘v'shee-pantem I'vah-ney-chaw'’ would be
“sspell it out (or sharpen the point) for your children.'
The implications are clear: The reasoning behind a value
(or a course of action), patient concern with a willingness
to listen, genuine Involvement, are all necessary if the
old is to influence the young.

This attitude that should govern the relationshipbetween
parents and children relates directly to teacher-student
relations, which is central to all education, In the Ethics
of the Fathers (1:1) ‘“raise my disciples’* is related to
the responsibility of a teacher to spell out his reasoning
and the need to influence a student by the personal example
of the teacher, as well as what he says,

The entire system of American education -- on the high

school and especially the college leve] -- suffers from the
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failure to grasp this basic Jewish view of education. A
wall exists between theacher and potential disciple: ‘‘raise
your salary’' (with government or private foundation jobs)
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