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NO NUCLEAR ARMS

WASHINGTON (WNS) --
United State officlals have
expressed the public view
that Israel is not now plan-
ning to produce nuclear wea-
pons even though the nation
has the capacity to do so,

But ln official background
discussion American intelli-
gence sources have expres-
sed greal concern that Is-
rael Is probably planning to
build atomlc bombs and spe
culated that political factors
may be the main reason

(In Jerusalem, authorita-
tive sources term such re-
ports ‘‘speculative and In-
exact, "“They said Israel was
nol a nuclear power and
noled past Israell pledges
that it would not be the
first nation to Introduce nu-
clear weapons to the Mid-
dle East.)

The Israell Embassy has
denied that Israel planned
to become a nuclear power
and stated, ‘‘we don’thave
the bomb. We are not working
on [t.’* State Departments of-
ficlals said the U, S, was
satisfled that Israel would
live up to its past pledges.

But intelligence officlals
speculated that the report
that Israel planned such a
step could be a factor in-
ducing the Arabs to reach
a settlement before Israel
unvells its nuclear arms.
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