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Jews Stay Put

The Lubaviteher Rebbe recently exhorted Jews toremain
In the communities in which they now live, He is not con-
cerned with real estate values but with Jewish Institutions.
It Is the feeling that, as Jews move elsewhere, their agen-
cles and Institutions are sold to other ethnic or business
elements and they have to rebuild new institutions at
enormous costs, Probably at the core of this thinking is
the fear that these moves will end finally In the disin-
tegration of these aspects of Jewish life.

A concomitant theory Is that as the Blacks move Into
Jewish neighborhoods, the Jews move to other suburbia,
creating fresh ghettos. Their children are exposed to the
new currents of American life and that, while there is not
necessarily a cause and effect, the incidence of inter-
marriage Is on the increase, It Is simplistic to lay these
causes and results at the door-steps of the Black people.
What is more likely is that the mainstream of American

life in general Is upsetting patterns which had long been
established.

It is therefore Incumbent upon us to study the whole

problem and come up, If not with the answer, with some
new directions,

NEW YEAR FEATURE
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are gone.

It Is more than the quiet of the usual Sabbath, To be
sure, the buses don’t run on the Sabbath and on other holi-
days. But there is a festive, holiday air-and sound - on
the Sabbath and on the other festivals, Onthese days there
are many cars on the street, as the non-observant take
off for the beaches and the mountains, or to visit friends
and famlly. The people are their usual voluble and vola-
tile selves - perhaps more so because these sabbath and
festival days mean release from the labors and tensions
of weekday work.

On Rosh Hashana, on Yom Kippur, no cars move, The
streets are full of people at thetimesof going to and com-
Ing from the synagogues. But it is a quiet coming and go-
ing. Perhaps It Is the quiet of relfection - reflecting on
the past year, on the loss of loved ones in action along
the Suez Canal, In ‘“‘incidents’’ along the borders with
Jardan and Syria and Lebanon. Perhaps it is also reflec-
tion on the year that Is beginning, the yearning for peace,
For, despite the stubborn hosility of its neighbors, peace
is the persistent hope and prayer of all [srael.

On these High Holy Days almost all Israelis go to Syna-
gogue - the observant and tne non-observant, the believers
and the non-believers. There are only a few large syna-
gogues In Jerusalem and they are packed with well-dress-
ed, quietly worshipping Jews, The overall impression is
not very different from that of a typical large congrega-
tion elsewhere in the western world,

The color and diversity Is to be found in the hundreds
of small synagogues that abound in Jerusalem, Small?
They are no bigger than the living-room ina middle-class
western home, Into these small, these tiny synagogues
throng the Jews from a hundred countries, each group
givire to its place of worship the special flavor and color

its origin - In dress, in language, in the manner of
prayer, in the chanting of the service. They are the Bok-
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Where 74 God7

By RABBI SAMUEL SILVER

The idea of God makes skeptics say, ‘‘Aw!”’

The idea of God fills some people with awe,

How to convey bellef about God to youngsters isa
most formidable task,

Every conscientious effort to work this feat deserves
our gratitutde.

The most recent attempt that I have seen is an attrac-
tive book entitled ““God’s Wonderful World: Debbie and
Joey In God's world."”

The work of a rabbl and his wife, the book gets right
down on the juvenile level and takes the child’s heart and
hand and leads him to a sense of wonderment and under-
standing about the Power than transcends all earthly
phenomena.

Auther Rabbi Kipper has tried out his techniques at
his Temple Judea in Coral Gables, Florida, and has suc-
cessful results.

The book tells about Abraham’s legendary quest for
the secret of the universe, He thinks at first that the
moon or the sun or the ocean is the force what directs
the world, and discovers that each is dependent on some
greater power. With art and heart Rabbi and Mrs, Kipper
get into the mind of a youngster and makes him catch
insights about the miracles of birth and growth,

A “‘case” for the existence of God is effectively made
in this fascinating book put out by the same Sheingold
Publishers who gave us the The New Jewish Encyclo-
pedia for youngsters,

With space exploration making the awe greater than
the ‘:aw,”” the new volume is a welcome and poignant
addition to wholesome books for the very young.

p"f’ 0 . HENRY LEONA-ﬂ

haran, Greek, Yemenite, Moroccan, Iraqi, Iranian, the var-
lety of Chassidic congregations from the shtetlach of
Eastern Europe, and many more.

These synagogues are tucked away in the most unlikely
places, in tiny streets and passagewqys in the old part of
West Jerusalem to which the Jews moved when they first
left the Old City a hundred years ago. Even in the newer
sections of Jerusalem, the little synagogues have the same
modest, unobtrusive quality, the blendinginto their sur-
roundings. They are identifiable as synagogues only when
the worshippers come out and stand for a few moments to
catch a bit of sun and air before returning to the day -long
service, or when the sounds of the service reach the ear
of the passerby.

It is at the Western Wall that you see the wonderful
unity in all this diversity, especially just before Rosh
Hashana and after the close of Yom Kippur. Here too
each group clusters together according to national and
ethnic origin. You can spot the Kurds and the Yemenites
and the Chassidim from Eastern Europe, and the Moroc-
cans and the Iraqis the Ashkenazim from Western Europe

and the ‘“*Angol-Saxim,’”” each small group worshipping
according 4o its tradition and its cutom. It is a kalei-

doscope of color and movement and sound,
But soon you realize that, with all the difference, it

is a whole, It is one people, Jerusalem, the city of peace,
is united in its prayer of peace,

In the streets of Jerusalem, there is a special still-

ness, It is the end of the old year, the beginning of a
new year,

Please God, a year that will bring peace.....
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of mind. 1 distinctly remember how Professor Maloney
and Professor O*Toole disagreed on a morigage problem.
I asked Professor Maloney what would happen if the
question came up on the ‘‘yes’’ or “‘no’’ final,

He assured me that it would never happen. It did how-
ever and the answer that was accepted was Professor
O’ Toole’s, This cost me the prize in the subject which went
to a brilliant student now Federal Judge John Dooling for
the Eastern District of New York.

Although nostagia impells me to write this letter, 1~
must say that I do not equate the mistake of Professor
Finkelstein with that of Senator Kennedy. The former
was a disagreement between two learned men; the latter
was a grievous moral error. In my humble opinion there
is a wide disparity between your examples, I realize that
you are affectionately inclined toward the Kennedys, but
I think respectfully that your logic has been impaired in
this instance by the emotional aspect.

I hope to be in Las Vegas in October and will certainly
look you up.

With kindest regards to you and yours, and again in
appreciation of your timely educational and entertaining
weekly, I remain,

Sincerely,
Julins

(Julius November)
There you have it,

We have a policy on the Israelite, not to reply to let-
ters with views contrary to those expressed by us, We
print the other side and let it go at that, on the theory
we've had our say, the other party is entitled to his,

But we’ll make this an exception to the rule, first, be-
cause we know that Julius would enjoy a good rebuttal, and
secondly, because we’'ve been holding a story in our mind
for years, waliting for the proper time to tell it,

We hate to be put on the defensive, but we must take
exception to the accusation that we equated the mistakes
of Professor Finklestein and Sen, Kennedy, We did no such
thing. We agree with November’s humble opinion that there
is a wide disparity between the examples, That is pre-
cisely why we prefaced the column with a lengthy dis-
course on the different levels and degrees of erros. Some
are whoppers, we said, others like white little fibs, All
are part of the scene of life and only circumstance de-
termines the entanglement of personal involvement. As for
judgement of our fellow man, all we can repeat is, let him
who is without sin, cast the first stone.
mwgch brings us to the story that should prove a guide for

us,

Many years ago a group of some eight or ten persons
were seated in our living room. They had come to pay
respects to ocur family sitting shiver (a Jewish ritual)
for a dear departed parent. None of the visitors had ever
met or known the others prior to meeting on this occasion.
After the usual expressions of condolance, the conver-
sation drifted to other channels, It was a time for re-
miniscing,

A burly gent was telling of some experiences, which
were varied, unusual and exciting, This was not unusual,
because he had been, many years previous, a gang lord
of New York. In later years, he had reformed, somewhat,
and was engaged in the insurance business, Buton the side
he kept his fingers in nefarious activity to the extent of
being a ““fixer”’ for others who preferred more than just
legal counsel for criminal involvement.

The man was ‘‘Dopey’’ Benny Fein, who had acquired
the nickname appendix, not for being a drug addict as
many believed, but because of his umusual ‘‘talent”
for ‘‘doping” a solution to mitigating circumstances.

As Benny unfurled one tale after another, of how he
had achieved freedom for men who should have been be-
hind bars, a wide-eyed young miss, gaped in astonish-
ment,

We recall her name as Suzy, a schoolteacher friend and
co-worker with our sister Ruth, Those were the days we
recall, when teachers attended classes to teach, not defend
themselves. They knew nothing about picketing, either.

Sugy, who had never been exposed to this type of char-
acter before, listened to Benny rattle on, until she couldn’t
contain herself any longer, ‘“But Mr, Fein,” she blurted
out, ““how could you possibly get satisfaction from keeping
men out of jail who deserved to be in?”

“Its not just satisficétion, I get,”” Benny answered.

““But doesn’t your conscience bother you?’’ she in-
terrupted.

Benny hesitated before the reply: ‘Lady,’”’ he said,
“‘suppose the party in trouble was you,”

Think it over Jullus._
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‘“‘Age of Kerkorian,”
Don’t miss lovely, lus-
clious Lanie -- who made

LV sit up and take notice.

*E %
Landmark’s Trini Lopez,
direct from LA’s P-J's, is

a solid LV success -- sing-
ing “‘For Once In My Life,”
“H 1 Had A Hammer”’,

“Don’t Let The Sun Catch
You Crying’’, and *“‘Lemon
Tree,” Triniremindsusthat
his initfal is a-top the hotel.
and his restaurant chainis so

(Continued on Page 5)




