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Itiree |pading comics this
will follow their

Hassover

erinlar procedure of cel-
ehrating the seder on the
first two nights by uniting
with their familles and [ri-
ik and  recalling how,

in spite of wandering perse-
qition for many centuries the
lews have survived and pre-
wrvedd  their  faith  and
niture,

Bishop takeshis first
vaation from his ABC-TV
show for ane week in order
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HAPPY PASSOVER

to spend the Passover at
home with Sylvia and their
son, Larry., Jan Murrary's
mather-in-law, Mrs, Fran-
eis Patrick Murphy, will
again cook the seder meals,
with the helpofherdaughter,
Toni, while Jan will conduct
the services, Sherry and
Buddy Hackett will celebrate
the seders for the first time
in their new Beverly Hills
home,

Instead of taking off the
first two seder nights
from his ABC-TV show, as
he had previously done, Joey
Bishop will enjoy his first
vacation since he started his
popular  late-night show,
Passover in the Bishophome
is never one showbiz laugh
after another. Joey and Sy-
lvia regard their Jewish
holidays and accompanying
services quite seriously,
without, of course, losing
any of the gaiety associated

with the seder,

“You'd be surprised,”
said Bishop, “*how comics
who joke all their lives sud-

denly turn serious when re-
ligious ceremonies become
involved."”

The Bishops have invited
his brothers Moishe and
Freddy with their respective
families, also his profes-
sional aide, Mel Bishop,
with his family. As usual,
the Bishops' son, Larry, will
ask the feer kushas — why
Matzo? Why Maror? why dip
twice” why recline on pil-
lows”

‘“I've noticed a big differ-
ence  with the passing
years,' saidJoey, “Whenwe
were kids in Philly, we

couldn’t wait until the ser-
vices ended so we could eat
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and rush out to join our fri-
ends and show off our new
Passover clothes. Today,
kids are different. They're
vitally interested in the ser-
vices and insist on going
through the whole thing,”

The Bishops have partici-
pated in seders ever since
they can remember, Even
after tey were married in
Virginia, they refused to
permit Joey's induction inte
the Armed Forces on April
8, 1942 to deter them. They
attended a seder in the Jew=-
ish USO in Harrisburg, Pa.

Joey makes it a practice
of introducing a Christian
cople to the raditions of the
seder, “I'll probably pick
someone,’ said Joey, ‘“‘dur-
ing the week on my schow
prior to Passover,”’ He
wishes his sisters could join
him but understandingly they
have their own family attach-
m2nts in Philadelphia,

The Jan Murrays alsowill
celebrate the seder again in
their Beverly Hills home,
Because Jan was working at
the Las Vegas Riviera Hotel,
his wife, Toni who had con-
verted many vears ago fto
Judaism, discussed the ar-
rangements, Toni is one
of the preftiest, sweetest,
friendliest persons I have
had the pleasure of m=2eting
in showbiz circles. Where
her comedian-husband is
frequently reserved and
quiet in private life, Toni
fills in the gaps with grac-
iousness, warmth and in-
telligence,

She takes justifiable pride
in “my  mother, Mrs,
Francis Patrick Marphy
cooking the seder dinners.’-
Jan and Toni havebeenmar-
ried for 20 years. Her mo-
ther has cooked the seder
dinners for 10 years, Whenl
asked if her mother lives
with her and Jan. Toni re-
plied softly but with em-
phasis, “No, We all live
together,””

‘““Have vou invited your
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guests yet?' T asked, “We’ll
play it by ear as usual,”
she advised, '*It depends on
who's lost or lonesome or
away from home, One seder
night will be theirs; the
other will be ours for the
family,”

For their lonely guests,
the Murrarys will consider
lonesome actors and widows
or widowers, pro or non-
pro. ‘“Very often they’'re not
of the Jewish faith,” said
Toni, ‘“They want to come
oh so much, They’reanxious
to know what's going on, the
full meaning of what we're
doing - the ceremeony, the
songs and stories, the games
and pranks, the good food
and drink, the matzos. We
find these personsby looking
into their eyes, Whenthey’re
lonesome, they transmit
glve-away signs,”’

The Murrays are forever
intrigued by Jews who
weren't raised in an ortho-

‘| dox family or who lived in

areas where the seder was
seldom celebrated. ‘‘most
are afraid that it's a deeply
religious thing,"” said Toni
““and, mind you, these are
truly Jewish couples, Once
they attend, they find com-
plete satisfaction, which
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opens a whole new life that
was really their birthright
and had been waiting for ac-
ceptance."

This year, the Murrays
plan to invite the popular
newspaper couple Doris
and James Bacon, ‘““Imagine
laughed Toni, *“It’s one
thing for a Murphy to cook

Visiting Beverly Hills? Then Stay

, Jackie

the seder dinner but we'll
actually have Bacan at the
table, forgive us our trayfa
and hamatz sins,"”

The Murrary childrenwill
attend this vear’s seder:Di-
ane, 14; Howard, 16; and Ce-
lia, 18, Only one hitch may
upset the family seder, How-
ard, who is 2 member of the
mini-singers at Beverly
Hills High, has a reciprocal
deal with Hawaiian children
which may take him to the
Islands on a songfest ex-
change.

Jan's son, Warren, 26,
from his first marriage, will
also be on hand. He's a high
school teache and also
writes for television., War-
ren’s son, [an, will be the
voungest at the seder, ‘““Ian,
explained Toni, “comes
from Itzik.'”

Toni reealled last year’s
seder guests; Sid Caesar,
Jack Carter, Hal March and
producers, Marty Rackin,
Dick Rush and Lou Horwitz,
When Jan filled Elijah’s
glass and asked someone to
open the door, there stood
Gleason, Groucho
Marx and Jack Haley but not
a sign of the prophet,

The previous year, Danny
Thomas joined the Murray
seder and whenever the
reading related thatthe Egy-
ptians were getting the worst
of it, Jan rubbed it in by
making Danny, a Lebanese,
read the passage. Thisyear,
of course, if Danny attends,
the gag becomes a bit tricky
with Lebanon and Israel
arching their backs at each

other,
During a recent Joey Bis=
hop show, Danny and Joey

shook their heads in anguish
over the Mid-East situation
and fervently praved that
cooler heads would prevail
in both nations.

This vear, the Murrays
have invited Charlton Hes-
ton, hoping that Moses can
instruct them onceagain how
to smit the Egyptians.

Toni said that Sherrv and
Buddy Hackett are probably
the onlyJewish family among
entertainers who keeps a
strictly kosher house, ‘i
once tried to help Sherry
with the dishes,’” said Toni,
‘“‘but she almost had an
attack, She was afraid I'd
mix her milchadicha with the
flayshadicha dishes,”

Of Tonl, who employed
many Yiddish expressions,
like offshtellbetel (a folda-
way bed) during our conver-
sation, Jan frequently has
said, ‘“She’s runing me In
my business. She’s toa
Jewish,”

In closing, Toni said,
““Thank God, one of the things
in our lives that remains
constant is the seder, Asal~
ways, last year’s seder was
a loving, happy thing, We’re
happy that all of our family
kenahora (there she goes
again), will be together
again. Our son, Howard, who
so wants the world-good for
everyone, has gone over-

board, He's doing it peace-

fully and lovingly. Visualize,
if you can, the skinniest,
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