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MAJOR CONFLICT AMONG AMERICAN JEWRY

By ARTHUR MARKOWITZ
NEW YORK (WSN) -- A
ma jor conflict is Inthe mak-
ing within Amerlcan Jewry
over a Conservative rabbi’s
proposal that Jews follow
the Israell religious holiday
calendar and observe all hol=
ldays except Rosh Hashanah
for only one day,

Rabbl Ralph Simon, presi-
lent  of the Rabbinical
Assembly, the rabbinical
arm of the Conservative Ju=
daism, made his proposal
al the Assembly’'s annual
convention. Reform Jewsal-
ready observe all holidays
for one day and Rabbi Sie
mon sald he hoped that Re-
form Judaism would re-in-
troduce the observance of
Rosh Hashanah for two days
for the sake of a uniform
Jewlsh calendar,

Rabbl Levl Olan, presi-
dent of the Central Confer-
ence of American Rabbis,
the
ganization, called Rabbi Si-
mon's proposal “'highly cre-
ative' and sald that he would
take It up with his execu-
tive board,

Orthodox Jewish leaders
volced strong exception to
the ldea and said the pro-
posal would be decisive, was
contrary to the traditional
Jewish law, and would create
difficulties for Jews obser-
ving holidays,

An even stronger stand
agalnst the suggestion was
taken by Rabbl Bernard
Welnberger, president of the
Habbinical Alliance of
America who denounced the
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Las Vegas area alumnae
of Stephens College, Colum-
bia, Mo., will observe Ste-
phens Day at a cocktail party
on Tuesday, April 1, at &
p.m. in teh Riviera Hotel,
The program will feature a
talk by Mrs, Bernice Wil-
lfamson, assistant director
of counseling services at
Stephens,

Miss Judi Watts and Mrs,
Berlyn Miller are among
Las Vegas friendsand alum-
nae who have helped plan the
Stephens Day program,

For Information and res-

ervations, call Miss Watts
at 384-8841.

plan as a “shockingly in-
sidious encroachment upon
hallowed Jewish tradition,’
If adopted, he smid the Or-
thodox community would
“totally divorce itself ftrom

any confact with Conserva-
tive and Reform Jews,””
Rabbi Zev Segal, presi-
dent of the Rabbinical Coun-
cil of America, called it
‘““specious’ and argument
advanced by the Con-
servative rabbi that adap-
tion of the Israel calendar

‘“would represent a striking

demonstration of the spiri-
tual centrality which Israel
holds for the Jewish world,"

Rabbi Segal said ‘‘the re-
ligious leadership of Israel
will confirm that the cele-
bration of the second day
festivals in the Diaspora was
an immutable decision of the
rabbis of the Talmud and was
relevant for all times,*

Rabbl Joseph Karasick,
president of the Union of
Orthodox Jewish Congrega-
tions of America, said adop-
tion of the proposal would
create ‘‘damaging confu-
sion’” In the general Ameri-
can society which has ac-
cepted and made provisions
for the two-day observan-
ces of observant Jews,

He noted that schools, the
armed forces and the Civil
Service has always made the
necessary accommodations,

Rabbi Karasick declared
that ‘““for the sake of creat-
ing unity of observance be-
tween the Conservative and
Reform movements, the
Jewish community will be
exposed to severe conflicts
and disruptions,”
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L‘F’AS SO VER,

Something Wonderful Happens When You Shop At
BOULEVARD and DOWNTOWN

. RONZONES ......

THE PRESTIGE STORE .
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We're here to serve you. . . and always will be ]
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