FRIDAY, MARCH 21, 1969

EGYPT POLITICS
(continued from Page 1)

indicate that the Nixon Ad-
ministration believed that
the Big Four could play a
meaningful role in cooling off
the Mideast but that any im-
posed solution to the basic
problem would fail,)
Miliarily and economi-
cally, the clashes were a
disaster for Egypt. military
officials said. At least nine
oil storage tanks containing
about 27,000 tons of fuel at
Port Suez were destroyed,
a number of Egyptian ships
at Fort Idrahim on the Gulf
of Suezwas hit and was and
set afire and a fertilizer
plant near the oil refineries
and Egyptian army bases.
tanks and aritllery positions
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were seiously damaged.

Wiile Egypt reported only
a few military casualties,
Including the death of chief
of staff, Lt, Gen, Abdel Riad,
one of the nation’s more
competent military leaders
Israeli officers said they be-
lieved Arab military person-
nel losses were heavy. The
noted that the Eghptian Chief
of Staff probably was not
alone on his inspection tour
of the front and that losses
were also sustained among
accompanying headquarters
staff officers,

(A condolence note to the
Egyptian Government from
Moscow expressing sympa-
thy over the death of Gen.
Riad *‘and a number of other
commanders,"’ incicated
that other staffofficerswere
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Gulf o €z was a target for

the first time, Israeli
spokesmen sald, asaremin-
der to Egypt that Israel had
the power to blockade Port
Suez and Fort Dbrahim and
stop ships from carrying
goods [rom the South. Egvpt
would hdve immense dif-
ficulties relying on land
transportation asanalterna-
tive to this ship traffic.
Israeli losses were limit-
ed to four soldiers killed
and about two dozen wound-
1. A Piper Cub spotter
planes was downed by an
Egyptian anti-Afircraft mis-
sle, the first successful use
of such Russian-make wea-
pons along the waterway, The
pilot was killed,
Construction e Bar-
lev Line, named in honor of
Israelis Chiefof Staff, Chaim
Bar Lev, reduced losses as
the series of concrete bunk-
ers and undergrond fortifi-
cations protected Israel.
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