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‘*The health consequences
of NOT performing request-
ed abortionsunder favorable
medical circumstances are
so great that we must con.
sider abortion a significant
public health problem,’ de-
clared the president of the
American Public Health
Association at the week-end
conference held at Chicago’s
Drake Hotel, Feb, 14-15-16
on the subject of Abortion
Laws - Modification Or Re-
peal?

DR. Lester Breslow, pres-
ident of the A.P,H.,A. and
professor of Health Services
Administration at the Uni-
versity of California’s
School of Public Health, Los
Angeles, in presenting his
‘‘Case for Repeal’ said that
a reasonable health policy
should include considering
abortion a valid means of
ending unwanted pregnancy,

The eminent public health
official warned: “Only if the
decision is freed of legal
encumbrances -- liberating
both patient and physician to
exercise their combined best
judgment, based on health
interes alone -- can we
expect to combat criminal
abortion and its appaling
ramifications.’’

Dr. Beslow furtherasser-
ted “'Abortion should, of
course, be voluntary. No
person need take advantage
of it. But to those women
and their physician who de-
cide it is best, we must
not close thedoor tohealth,””

He concluded ‘‘The issue is
not a moral or theological
one, It is one of health, The
health of American women
and their families is des-
poiled by anti-abortion
laws,”

Another exponent of abor-
tion law repeal, Dr. Irvin
M. Cushner, a professor at
John Hopkins University
School of Medicine, sald
‘“The best abortion law isno
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clergymen legislators --
reported present activities
in their states related to
abortion law reform and
those which have modified
old laws told of results to
date,

Colorado state represent-
ative Richard Lamm of Den-
ver, sponsor of Colorado’s
Abortion Law Reform Bill,
said that, despite misgivings
in some quarters, ‘*We have
not become the obstetrical
Las Vegas,”' Representative
Lamm declared that, to the
contrary, 19 out of 20 wo-
men who apply are being
turned down in Colorado. O-
ther legislators present took
note of representative
Lamm's observation that he
andd other legislators who
pushed hardest for abortion
law reform received agreat-
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Alice Key, acting director I _‘ L.C\' f ‘||
of the Nevada Committee for

th Rights of Women, who

attended the ‘‘First Natioaal
Conference on Abortion
Laws'’ reports that from the
tenor of the Conference from
its start and the enthusiastic
reception accorded the Hon,
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