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LAS VEGAS ISRAELITE

MESSAGES FROM JEWISH LEADERS MOURN ESHKOL

CHAIRMAN, JEWISH AGENCY-AMERICAN SECTION

In the passing of Levi Eshkol, the government and people
of Israel, as well as Jews throughout the world, have lost
an cutstandlng leader. As an Israel cabinet member for
almost 18 years, six of them as Prime Minister, and as
a member of the Jewish Agency Executive for 21 years. this
pioneer Zionist has been a master builder, a tower of
strength and a dynamic and creative leader. As head of
the Settlement Department of the Jewish Agency from 1951-
1963, he made an unsurpassed contribution to the develop-
ment of Israel’s agricultural settlements and the absorp-
tion of hundreds of thousands of immigrants. His place in
the history of the Jewish people is assured.,
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PREMIER LEVI ESHKOL
1895-1969

(Israel Sun Feature Service)

In the small town of Oratowa in the Kiev District of
the Ikraine, on October 25, 1895, a son was born to Yose!
and Dvora Shkolnik, and they named him Levi, It was a big
family, sons, daughters and even grandchildren all lived
together and conducted several businesses collectively,
all members of the family working very hard and very
devotedly.

The little Levi began attending the Cheder at the age
of four and at the age of eight began to study the Talmud.
He was also thought secular subjects such as mathe-
matics and Russian. Although he prepared for examina-
tions to the Russian ‘‘gymnasium’’ he was not accepted
there because of the numerus clausus and continued his
studies In Vilna. Here, as a boy of 15, he became deeply
involved in Zionist work. Mr. Eshkol used to say that dur-
ing those days they spoke Hebrew even in the streets and
debated whether the Jewlish People was a nation.

In 1913, when Mr., Eshkol was 18 years old, the first
Eretz Yisreal worker’s delegation came to Vilna and told
about the difficulties the people in Eretz Yisrael ex-
pereinced, and of how there was such a shortage of young
people, Jews that is, and at this moment, Levi Eshkol
decided to go on immediate ““aliyah’’ (immigration) to
Palestine,

He arrived in Jaffa in the spring of 1914 carrying noth-
ing more than a red-covered pillow given himby his mother
and also a small bag.

His first job in Eretz Yisrael consisted of working as
4 bailding worker at a pumping station constructed at the
Yarkon Riber to irrigate the citrus groves of Petach
Tikvah.

Soon afterwards he was put in charge of the accounts
in the workers' kitchen and not long thereafter was elect-
ed to the workers’ committee, which consisted of 24 young
men and 1 young woman, This group went out to cultivate
the land in the vicinity of Jerusalem. Arabs, who had gone
up to Jerusalem to join the Turkish army wounld occas-
sionally 1llk for fist fights with the small Jewish com-
munity,

Mr, Eshkol belonged to the Hapoel Hatzair Party which
later joined up with Ahduth Ha’avoda to become Mapai,
the Israel Labour Party, in 1930,

Mr. Eshkol was a member of the 40th Royal Fusiliers
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We mourn the loss of levi Eshkol, Prime Minister He was nne of the Initators tolay a pipeline i Neps
of the Stat of Isra»l who dedicated his 1lfe to ths whirh nermitted the Blisiment of <ertls nte w
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He belonged to that generation of the few who before i
World War 1 disregarded almost universal disapproval ol ol
and deishelief, came to the barren, neglected, and law- ntuer
less Turkish province of Palestine; worked with their B
hands to recreate its soil, suffered malaria and starva- 5 i
tion, faced grave dangers, created anew formof communal v
life, and eventually brought about the State of Israel

We send our condolences to his widow and our words e
of encouragement to the people of Isreal to continue to R
stand firm in their search for a securs meland, just . v
as their leader, Levl Eshkol, would have wanted them U : S
do. ) =
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army career had an unfortunate beginning: He returned (arion
late to camp one day because he had attepded the corner- He wen! abroad several um juring h rtn of off
stone laying ceremony of the Hebrew University, and was visiling, Ame=ric rops ngland and Africa.
court-martialled and lost his stripes, Xi June 7, a few days before the Sty Dav War

He was released from the army in 1920 and appointed Mr. Estkol handed the reigns of the Ministry of Defenc.
Director of the Agricultural department of Hashomer wer o Moshe Davan and appointed two Ministers sithoo
Hatzair, Also in 1320 Kibbutz Deganiz Beth on the Kin Portinlio: Messrs, Menahem Begin and Josenh Ssrhis
peret was founded and Eshkol was one of its {ounders, During Mr, Eshkol's term of office dmplomatic reia

in 1921 he took part in the convention which founded tions were =stat ..cr--" with Western Germany (March 1 %<
the Histadruth, The sybmarine cable o France for lelecommunication

Despite all his public appearances and activities he al- was completed (n November 1968 and israel's first i
ways went back to Degania Beth whenever his work per- engine plant was inaugurated, In 1966 Mr, Eshkol also ok
mitted this. Until his death Mr. Eshkol, was a2 member of over as head of the Atomic Energy Commission

He Jeaves a2 wife. Miriam and four married daughier
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